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HE following little Treatiſe is writ- 
KIN! ten by a Lay-Man who lives in that 
Northern Part of this Ifland, where 
Presbytery received an Eſtabliſh- - 
ment at the REVOLUTION, 


and was founded upcn the INCLINATIONS 


ef the People, which yet were at leas?, even at that 


| Time, Two to One againit it; nor is there the least 
* mention made in the Act which introduced it, of its 
being jure Divino, of Divine Right, and ye all 
the Teachers of that Se& do aſſert it to be the Ori- 
ginal and only Government of the Chriſtian 


Church which # acceptable to GOD, altho' they 


have been as often cenfuted in that, and all other 


* POWER, they /hew, too demonſtrably, that they 
x A 2 


their Novel Naticns, as they have adventured to 


appear Advocates for them: And therefore they 


* lcok upon all Chriſtians, of whatever Denomina- 
tion, who differ from them, as ſo many Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks, as Enemies t GOD, and as 
= wnfit to live upon the Earth: And acccrdingly are, 
> by Principle, PERSECUTORS f at who 


ſo differ from them. And whenever they have 


are 
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are the genuine Product of their Parents the Old 
COVENANTERS: Fr think I may ſafe- * 
ly afſert it as Fatt, that fince their Eſtabliſhment, * 
they have not let any one Opportunity ſlip, of Di- 
ſturbing, Inſulting, Scandalizing, Robbing, and 
Ruining all thoſe of Epiſcopal Principles, eſpeci- 
ally the Clergy, whom they could by any mauner of * 
way come at: Per Fas aut Netas, by fair Means 


or foul. They pretend a great Averſion to Popery, 
and yet have incorporated into their Scheme of Po- 
liticks, the very wor## Principles of the worit᷑ Pa- 
piſts, ſuch as KIN G-KILLING, PERSE- 


CUTION, and if not Fire and Faggot, yet | 
Halters and Gibbets, and have turned the Laws 


which were made in King Charles II's Reign to 
Juppreſs and prevent their frequent RE BELLI- 
ONS, xo againſt the peaceable People of the 
Epiſcopal Communion, who have ever declared 
their Abhorrence of ail Rebellion. 


S O ſoon as they were Eſtabliſhed, they employ'd 


all their Invention to raiſe Scandals upon the Cler- 


gy, who were turned out, and harraſſed them from 


Court to Court, impriſon'd them, find them, and 


baniſh'd them, after having fi-ſt mobb'd many of 


them, wounding ſome, and beating others, even to 
Death ; and turning their Wives and Children out 
of their Houſes, ſtript of their Cloaths, without 
any regard to the Image of GOD, the Laws of 


Nature, or of CHRISTIANITY, even in 


Winter. Full Accounts of all w:hich barbarous Uſa- 


ges were printed and publiſhed in London foon 


after. 
AND alths' they pretend their Presbyterial 


Government 7s of Divine Right, yet when it was 


offered them to have it declared to be ſo by Parlia- 
ment, they declined it, and ſeem d then contented to 
| have 
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have it ſtand as it was, only upon the Bottom of the 
Inclinations of the People; from which I think tis 
very evident, | 
Firſt, That if it be Faft, That the Inclinations 
of the Generality or Majority of the People were 
not then for Presbytery, tis founded in a Lie. Aud 
that the Majority 2 the People were then againſt 
n, it 7 apparent from the Hiſtory of thoſe Times, to 
be dem) d. | 
a 8 That allowing, giving, and not grant- 
ing, That the Majority of the People was then for 
Presbytery; if the People have now chang'd their 
Minds, and are inclin'd to Epiſcopacy, in this 
aws R Caſe Presbytery ought to- be diſcharg'd, and Epi- 
gn 10 ſcopacy ought to be Re-eſtabliſhid : And that a 
LLE i Majority of the People are adverſe to Presbyte- 


f the ry now, and deſirous of Epiſcopacy, is ſo certain, 
That if their Votes are either to be Number'd or 
Weigh'd throughout all Scotland, the Majority 
ploy'd will be found againſt Presbytery : And if they deny 
Cler- 3 or diſpute this, let them put it to the Trial; I do 
from adventure to ſay in the Name of the Epiſcopal 
, and © Communion, That they will be contented to be ba- 
my of *" niſþd their Country, if they have nor a Majority 
ven to _ for them. 
nou Thirdly, This ſhews, that their Cry of Divine 
ithout Right notwithſtanding ; their chief Concern is the 
vs of Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of the LIVINGS, 
en in and of POWER: ng elſe did they reſuſe to 
Uſa- 7 have their Government declared by Parliament 10 
| fon be Divine Right? 

* _Fourthly, This ſbeus the Cruelty of their Na- 
terial ture, fince they are ſo Arbitrary, ſo Inſolent, and 
t was ef ſuch a perſecuting Spirit, when after all, they 
arlia- are Eſtabliſbd upon a Lie, and at beſt upon the 
ted iC precarious Bottom of the Inclinations of the Peo- 

have ple, which now are againſt them. THEY 
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THE few greater Civility to, or at leaſt are 


leſs outragious agamſt the Quakers, Anabaptiſts, 


and Independents, than the People of the Epiſco- 
pal Communion ;- za), the Papiſts live more afely 
under their Government, than do the Aſſerters of 
—_— Principles; and they chuoſe to have Peo- 
ple 


turn Papiſts, as many have done in the North 


of Scotland, and particularly in the Highlands, 
rather than allow them to have an Epiſcopal Mini- 
ter amongſt them. | | 

BUT of all things they have a terrible Averſion to 
all Liturgies; aid the Reaſon is very plain, That 
the Beauty, Symmetry, and Harmony of Regular 
Worſhip, doth ſo outſhine their Extemporary Rhap- 
ſodies, that they are not able to bear it ; becauſe they 
either do Aſſert, or. at leaf? by Innuends's would 
have the People believe, that they are Inſpired by the 
HOLY GHOST in all their Prayers; which 
yet are not Proof of being read without Horror, 
when catch d by the Pen of a Short-Hand WWriter. 

I REMEMBER to have been told, That 
when King CARL ES I. of Bleſſed Memory, was a 


Priſoner to his own Rebellious Subjects at New- - 


caſtle upon Tyne, the famous Mr. Henderſon for- 
ced himſelf with great Rudeneſs to Pray before His 


Ml/ỹajeſty, which the good King did all he was able to 


hinder : But the other would do it, and the King 
could Not help it, being under Durance. And when 
he percerved how Irregular, Indigeſted, Flat, and 
often Wicked, Mr. Henderſon's Prayers were, he 
order'd two or three of his Servants who could write 
ſhort Hand very well, to Catch Mr. Henderſon's 
Prayer, but ſo ſecretly, that Henderſon did not 
perceive it. When this was done, the King ordered 
them each of them apart, to write out at Length what 
they had thus Catch d, and finding the Copies to agree 

| exact 
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exaci lh, he told Mr. Henderſon that he had a Pray- 
er in M iting which he defired him to read, and to 

give him his Opinion of it. Henderſon was about to 
read it then ; no, ſaid the King, take it with you, 
read it carefully, and next time 1 ſee you, tell me 


. how you like it. Accordingly, Henderſon brought it 


with him next time he came, and told the King, 1 
was one of the mo Ridiculous, Impertinent, Non- 
ſenſical, Wicked, Blaſphemous Prayers he had 
ever ſeen in all his Life; and that the Compoſer mus? 
have been an Illiterate, Pedantick Blockhead, un- 
acquainted with Religion, and the Spirit of Prayer, 
and that he could ſcarce read it with Patience, nor 
uit haut Horrour, and much more to this Purpoſe. 
Upen which the King modeſtly and meekly told him, 
Thou art the Man; and ſatisfied him that it was 
his own, and how he came by it. And to give Hen- 
derſon his due, it mortified him ſo thoroughly, that 
he became much eaſier to the King after this, and con- 
cei ved a better Opinion of him, than he had entertai- 


ned before: and he continued to think well of him to his 
laſt Breath, and told his Brethren upon his Death- 
Bed, how wicked he and they had been in their undu- 

tiful Behaviour to their Natural Prince, and one of 


the beſt Men in the World. Tas he died a Peni- 


tent, but could not perſwade his Brethren to be ſuch. 
THIS pews what ſtrange things theſe People are 
capable of ſaying in their Prayers, when their Imagina- 
tions are heated; and when a Henderſon, a leading 
Man amongst them, and a Man of good natural Parts, 
and of a Competency of acquired Learning, could pray 
in ſuch a Manner, with ſuch Fervency, ſuch Blai- 


+ phemous Nonſenſe, as himſelf did Condemn, and 


[7 


* could not remember, for a few Days what he bad 


Jaid, what may not the Teachers among? them not 
Jay, who are many of them Men of Low Underſtan- 
g dings, 
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dings, Illiterate, Malicious, but Conceited and 

r | 
OF WHICH Number I take this Melyil 


of Aberdeen to be, to whom the following Letter is | 


directed. 


I HAVE wot the Hour 10 be acquainted '® 


with the Ingenious Gentleman who is the Author of 
it; but by Character, he is a Man of a Regular 
Life, an Admirer of Primitiye Doctrine, Diſci- 
pline, Worſhip, and Government; a Diligent 
Enquirer after Truth, Orthodox in Principle, 
and one who ſpends his Time very much in Books, 
and to very good Purpoſe ; one who has ſuffered much 
for his zealous Adherence to the Iutereſt of the diſ- 
treſſed Church, and yet who laments her deſolate 
Condition, more than his own particular Afflicti- 
ons. The Obligation he conceived himſelf to be un- 
der of Undeceiving his poor, well-meaning Neigh- 
bours, as to that important Article of Worlhip, 

ut him upon this El. which he has ſolidly and 
judiciouſſy perform d, and from which I ſhall no lon- 
ger detain the Reader. And I wiſh that the bleſſed 
Time may ſoon eome, when all who name the Name of 
Jeſus may depart from Iniquity, may die unto Sin, 
and live unto. Righteouſneſs; and that the greatly 
diſtreſſed, and ſeverely Perſecuted Church of 
Scotland may become like Gold tried in the Fire 


ſeven Trmes, Pure and Undefiled; and may GOD 
forgive her Perſecutors. | 
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C11. ER. 
% Mr. Francis Melvil, &&. 


Was not a little ſurprized to hear ot 
a Sermon preach'd by, you in the 
Church of Aberdeen the 13th of 
March laſt, wherein after you had 
told an old Woman's Tale, of thb 
Devil's having appeared in a Green Ha- 
ht to a poor ſick Woman, and a great deal more 
ch ridiculous Stuff; you then obſeryed, to your 
Mearers, That before the Reformation, the Devils fre- 

"Gently appeared in human Shape, and were called 
= B W:ownies; 


N 
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3 
Bꝛownies, [ Houſe Familiars] but that ever fince 
they have been chained up, till of late the Engliſh Ser- 
vice Book came to be uſed here, upon which they had a- 
gain broke looſe to play their Tricks amongſt us, for uſe- 
ing ſuch an Idolatrows Form of Worſhip. To make 
good this wiſe Obſervation, you aſſerted that you 
had read the Engliſh Liturgy and the Roman Miſſal, 
and having diligently compared them, you found them 
to agree in every thing, defiring they would take this on 
your Word, and believe it as a certain Truth. 

As for the Devils frequent appearing before the 
Reformation, | know nothing about it, and I be- 
lieve you know as little from any good Authori- 
ty, either of his Range then, or how far he has 
been reſtrained ſince, We are aſſured from the 


divine Writings, that the SON of GOD was } 


manifeſted to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, 
and that all Sin and Wickedneſs are the Devils 


Works; St. John ſaid in his time that the whole | 


World lay & T 7rvyp@ in Maligno, in the Evil one; 
as you may ſee by comparing 1 Epiſt. v. ch. 19. 
with ch. iii. ver. 12. The time is not yet come 
of the old Serpent called the Devil and Satan his 


being bound for a thouſand Years. Apocal.xx. 2. He | 


ſtill goeth about ſeeking whom he may devour ; 
and we are not ignorant of his Devices. He that 
commiteth Sin is of the Devil, therefore I pray 


you do him the Juſtice to let our own Pride and | 
Ambition, our Malice and Selt-love, our corrupt | 
Luſts and Affections, come in for a Share of the 
Blame, and join with the Holy Church in praying 
that the Kingdom of Chriſt may come, that we 


may have Power and Strength, to have Victory 


and to triumph, againſt Sin, the World, and the 
Devil; that we may not be led into Temptation, 
but delivered from that Evil one; that it may pleaſe 


for theſe 


GOD to ſtrengthen ſuch as do ſtand, to comfort 
and help the weak hearted, to raiſe up them that 
fall, and finally to beat down Satan under our Feet. 
Whatever you do, I ſhall ever pray that theſe may 
be the bleſſed Effects of the Reformation of Re- 
ligion, that we may bring forth the Fruits of the 
Spirit, a national and perſonal Reformation of every 
thing that is amiſs either in Doctrine or Practice. 

But I could with that all who believe they have 
Authority to be Inſtructors of the People would 
conſider what mighty Obligation lies upon them, 
to aſſert nothing that is vain, impertinent, or 
ridiculous, much leſs to make the holy Houſe of 
GO D, the Place of his more immediate Pre- 
ſence, a Market of Scandal, Falſhood, Obloquy, 
Detraction, Slander, Defamation, Error and Hy- 
pocriſy. This is to abuſe the Inſtitution, to per- 
vert the End of Church Aſſemblies, to. delude the 
Auditory, to cheat the Simple, to ſeduce the Un- 
wary, to miſlead the Ignorant, and to turn theHouſe 
of Prayer into a Synagogue of Satan. How far you 
or any of your Brethren may be guilty in this 
Particular, I leave to your ſelves to judge, and all 
others who have attended your Pulpit-Exerciſes 
Years, that the Orthodox Clergy 
have been every where turned out to make way 
for the Soul converting and edikying Miniſtry you 
pretend. I am ſorry that Aberdcen, the Northern 
Athens, once famous for Learning and learned 
Men, . ſhould now ( inſtead of the ſolid and judi- 
cious Sermons of grave Divines, celebrated all o- 
ver the Reformed World) have Froth and Fables, 
Falſhood and Scandal, forcibly obtruded with 
the formal Preamble of Year the Moꝛd of the 


- Low, O Believers! This is a melancholy Conſi- 


deration, but ſuch indeed is our preſent Condition; 
B 2 and 
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and we may take up the Lamentatfon of the 
Jews, If. lix., 9. We waited for Light, but behold Ob- 
ſeurity ; for Brightneſs, but we walk in Darkneſs. 
V. 12. For our own Tranſgreſſions are with #s, and as 
for our Jniquities, we know them. v. 13. Jn tranſgreſ- 
fing and lying againſt the, Lord, in departing away from 
aur God, ſpeaking Oppreſſion and Revolt, conceiving and 
uttering from the Heart Words of Falſhood. v. 14. 
And Judgment is turned away backward, and Juſtice 


Handeth afar off : for Truth is fallen in the Street, and | 
Equity cannot enter. v. 15. Tea, Truth faileth, and 


be that depaiteth from Evil maketh himſelf a Prey. 
It is the Duty in the mean time o 


ous Council of the GO 
and aok for the old Paths, where is the good Way, and 


walk therein, and ye ſball find reſt for your Souls, Such a 
Way, ſuch an OLD ang conſequently ſafe Way, bj 
the Teſtimony of the Catholick Church, every | 
where and at all times, I believe our Reformed ' 


Epiſcopal Church to be, and your Pzesbyterian 


Conſtitution ro be Modern, New, and Anti-Ca- 
tholick, as I ſhall endeavour to prove in this Letter 


and the Treatiſe following, whereby will appear 
the manifeſt Falſhood and Injuſtice of that Aſſer- 
tion you had the Confidence to utter in your Pul- 
pit-barangue, viz. That the Engliſh Service Book 
and the Romiſh Miſſal were the ſame ;.of this you 
brought no Proof but your Say-ſo, which was 
to require ſuch an implicit Faith in your Hearers, 
in a matter of very great Importance, as ſavours 
too much of that Popery, againſt which you 


would ſeem fo zealous; whilſt in the mean time. 


you do moſt effecual Service to that Intereſt, by 
26-*% 2 60ers com * on 


every one 
who ſeeks for Salvation, in theſe lamentable Cala- 
mities of the Church, to pat in Practice the (eriv 

| D of Truth, Jerem. vi. 
16. Thus ſaith the Lord, ſtand ye in the Ways and ſee, 


131 


2ying in the Duſt the Glory of the Reformation, 3 
ph ſufficiently commended by the Pens of 


'the Learned, and vindicated from all the Obje- 


ctions of its Oppoſers. You giye up at once thoſe 
eminent Divines, to whom we owe our Reforma- 
tion from Popery, (they being the Compilers of the 
Engliſh Liturgy) the whole Church of Eng/and, the 
ſureſt Bulwark I know upon Earth againſt it; and 
thoſe of her Communion who retain to it, the 
Kings and Parliaments, (the Authoriſers of it) all 
of them to be Papiſts, if it be Popery, as you 
ſay it is. But I am pretty confident I ſhall vindi- 
cate all concerned in that Matter ; and for that 
effect J ſhall conſider the Service Book in it ſelf, 
what Opinion our Reformers, both at home and a- 
broad, had of it, the Compilers and Authoriſers 
of it, if it was by them deemed Popery, or they 
Papiſts. As for our Scots Reformers, if Inquiry be 
made, it will be found, they had the Beginnings 
of their Knowledge that Way, from the Compi- 
lers of it, and that upon all Occaſions they 
heartily joyned in it. As to the firſt, 5 

I ſhall grant you may have read the Eng/i/h Li- 
turgy and Roman Miſlal; eſpecially if vou found 
them both in Engliſh, but I do not think you have 
ſo read them as to know the Rationale or Ground 


of either; or that you ever compar'd them, either 
with the Liturgies of the Primitive, or other fo- 
reign Churches at this Time. And for one to de- 
ny the Chriſtian Church had Liturgies, before the 


Church of Rome came to be corrupted either in 
Worſhip or Doctrine, requires a good Stock of 
Braſs ; but I hope to put that beyond all Queſtion 


\ in what I deſign to ſubjoyn to this. 


You know by the Rules of Re Aﬀfirmanti 
incu mbit probatio : As it's your Part, ſo I put you 
ö | — 


| 
ö 
| 
t. 
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to it, to prove the Engliſh and Roman Liturgies to 
be the ſame. Do you find in the firſt any Devotions 
directed to the bleſſed Virgin? Do you find there 
any Prayers to the Saints departed? Do you find 
there any Prayers about Purgatory, or the Publick 


Worſhip in an unknown Tongue? Do you find. 


there that the Cup is taken away from the Laity ? 
Is there ment.on made there of any more than two 
Sacraments? Is there any Adoration leſs or more 


paid to the Croſs or Relicks ? In fine, I dare you 


to let me ſee where they both agree in any one 


Point controverted betwixt us and the Papiſts, and 


in this if you fail, as I am ſure you mutt, ſo far 
conſequently ſhould your Credit fail amongſt your 
Hearers, that they ſhould never hereafter take any 
thing from you, on your bareWord.Matters of Fa&, 


and ſuch this is, are only rangers by Witneſſes, and 


when atteſted bythoſe of undoubted Credit, (tho 


ſome thouſand Years ago) are to have equal Credit 
with that, and ſuch this is, which happen'd in our 


own, or our Fathers Time. Truth may be ſaid to be 


immortal; what's once true muſt ſtill be always true, 
otherways the whole Credibility of Reveal'd Reli- ' 
gion mult fall. I as firmly believe the Incarnation : 
of our LORD and Saviour JESUS CHRIST, as 
if I had livd inthe ſecond or third Century, and 
that upon the Authority of the Ewvangeliſts, &c. 1 
as well believe Julius Cæſar was murther'd in the * 
Senate- Houſe by thoſe two ungrateful Wretches Bru- 
tus and Caſſius, upon the Teſtimony of the Roman 


Hiſtorians, as I believe that glorious Martyr K. 


Charles the Firſt was murder d by thoſe two Bands 
of rebellious Schiſmaticks,the Presbyterians and Iude- 
pendants of Britain, who like Herod and Pontius. Pi- 
late joyn'd Hands in that nefarious Parricide. And 
ſo, if l prove in what follows, (as I hope I ſhall) by | 

| the 
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the Teſtimonies of unexceptionable Authority ; 
that the Engliſh Liturgy is free from all the Cor- 
ruptions of Popery ; I think it cannot miſs to open 
the Eyes of all unbyaſſed Readers, and this I ſhatl 
endeavour to do as demonſtratively as. Matter of 
Fact can allow of. And ſo we ſhall come cloſe to 
the Queſtion in Hand. | 
That the Liturgies of the Church of England 
and Rome do agree in ſome things is not denied: 
We with them worſhip the ſame GOD in Trini- 
and Unity ; they with us agree in all the fun- 
amental Articles of Faith. That the Church of 
Rome was once Orthodox, is not denied by any 
Proteſtant I know of; ſhe furniſhed the Chriſtian 
Church with many glorious Martyrs and Confeſ- 
ſors, as well from the Laity as Clergy, who bore 
Teſtimony for the Truth, and confirmed it with 
their Blood; Then tlie Doctrine of that Church 
was pure and undefiled, in after Ages Corruptions 
came to creep into her Doctrine, and ſo conſe- 
quently into her Worſhip. And therefore when 
the Doctrine and Worſhip of the Church came to 
be reformed, and the Liturgy of the Church of 
England to be compiled, thoſe imployed for that 
end, as they were. careful to avoid the Errors 
(and to be ſure hone knew them better) ſo were 
they equally careful ( and indeed upon as good 
Ground) to retain what was agreeable to the 
Word of GOD, and Practice of the Apoſtles 
and the Primitive Church, rightly applying that 
Advice of the Apoſtle : Be ye followers of me, as 1 
am of Chriſt: And in fo far does the Engliſh and 
Roman Liturgies agree. Mult the Liturgy then be 
called the Maſs, becauſe in it that excellent Prayer 
taught by our SAVIOUR is commanded to be 
frequently uſed? In it the Decalogue u 


| | 
| 
| 
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In it the Pſalms alternately ſung or ſaid > The Te 
Deum by divine Inſpiration compoſed, and alter- 
nately ſung by St. Ambroſe and St. Auguftine at 
the Baptiſm ot that illuſttidus Convert? The (a) 


Magni ficat endited by the Bleſſed Vitgin upon her 
- being inſpired by the HOLY GHOST ? The (4) 


Benedictus miraculouſly compoſed and futrzg by Za- 
charias immediately after his Mouth was opened 
at the Circumciſſion of his Son John? The (+) 
Nunc Dimitris, or Song of good old Simeon com- 

oſed and ſung by him, upon his meeting out SA? 
VIO UR in the Temple when he came to be pre- 
ſented 2 Now as thoſe divine Hymns made tilt 
a Part of the Devotions of the Primitive Church; 
would you have us lay them aſide, becauſe they are 
in the Maß Book? Are they to be found no where 


elſe? Are they not in the holy Seriptares? At 


that rate may you not as well call St. Lautes Go- 
ſpel Popery as the Engliſh Liturgy > How can yon 
vindicate ſinging David's Pſalms ? Is not St. Luke's 


- Authority as good as his? Were not the bleſſed 


Virgin, Zacharias and Simeon; &C: as divinely In- 
ſpired as he? Its truly odd Reaſoning, becauſe 
Papiſts uſe them, we ſhould not: At that rate be- 
cauſe Papiſts keep the firſt Day of the Week for 
the Chriſtian Sabbath, we may come to think of 
chuſing any other Day, as Calvin was willing to 
do. And it has been ſaid, that ſome of our Zras 
lots for that ſame Reaſon once entertained ſuch a 
Thought. But I ſhall aſſert nothing of which 
I am not ſure, however this I'm ſure of, the Rea- 
ſoning is cloſe and equal. I ſhall ſay nothing of 
the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of that admirable 


_— 


(a) Lake 1. 16. (b) Luke 1. 68. (c) Luke 2. 26; 
Liturgy 
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Litufgy, in the firſt Compoſure of it, when com 
ar'd with thoſe extemporary and undigeſted 
Rhapſodics now uſed by too many in their publick 
Devotions, even to the Reproach of the Prote- 
{tant Name. | 

As I have ſufficiently vindicated the Service 
Book from the Imputation you put upon it, ſo do 
I think; if you will duly conſider what is al- 
ready ſaid, you will find it a harder Task to 
make your Aſſertion Food than probably at firſt 
you took it to be. But to put the Queſtion be- 
yond all manner ef Doubt, we will next conſi- 
der the Compilets and Authoriſers, whether they 
were Papiſts or not, and what Opinion the moſt 
eminent Divines both at home and abroad had of 
them and it, what Defetende was paid them, 
and with what Reſpect they treated them on all 
Occaſions. And this being preciſe Matter of 
Fact, I ſhall advance nothing but what I bring 
from authentick Writings, and for your Eaſe di- 

rect ydu where to find it: Wn 
I ſhall paſs over what Steps wete made in the 
Reign of Hen. VIII. towards reforming the Ro- 
miſb Servite, A: 1537; 1540, and 1543. that. not 
being very material at preſent, and ſhall come to 
Edward VI. the firſt Proteſtane King of England. 
In whoſe Reign A. 1547, Dec. 2. the Convocati- 
on of the Clergy unanimouſly agreed, that the 
Communion ſhould be given in both Kind? to the 
Laity as well as to the Clergy, and appointed 4 
Committee of Biſhops, Cc. to draw up an uni- 
form Order of Communion, according to the holy Scrip- 
tures, and the Practice of the Primitive Church. And 
thereafter the whole Service Book was compil- 
ed by a ſelect Number of thirteen of theynoſt emi- 
nent Divines, both for Piety and Learning, then in 
C England; 
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England, which was afterwards authoriſed by 
the Parliament, and a full Convocgtion of both 


the Provinces of Canterbury and Jork. The Com- 


pilers were, 


Tho. Cranmer, Archb. 

of Canterbury. 

Henry Holbeck, Biſhop 
of Lincoln, 

George Day, Biſhop of 
_ Chicheſter. | 
Nicholas Ridley, Biſhop 

of Rocheſter. 


Dr. 2 Dean of Lin- 


coln. 
Dr. Redman, Dean of 


Tho. Godrick, Biſhop of 
Eh. 
John Skip, Biſhop of 
Hereford. 

Thomas Thirlbie, Bp. of 
IWincheſter. 

Dr, May, D. of St. Pauls. 


Ex etere 
Rid. Coxe, Dean of 
Chri rch, Oxford. 


Weſtminſter. 


| Mr. Tho. Robiſon, Arch- 


Dr. Hays, Dean of 


deacon of Leiceſter, 


Theſe were the Compilers, the Authoriſers were 
The Convocation, the King and Parliament, An. 
1548, with this Encomium ; which at this Time by 
THE AID OF THE HOLY GHOST, with uniform 
Agreement is by them concluded. It was again reviſ- 
ed and confirmed An. 1551, and ſo continued 
until the Death of that young Prince. But be- 
ing diſcharged in Queen Mary's Reign, and Popery 
re-eſtabliſhed ; it was again after her Death in- 
troduced and confirmed 1 Eliz. An. 1558, and 
ſo continued till the firſt of K. James, when it 
was again reviſed and confirmed, and ſo conti- 


nued till after the Reſtoration of K. Charles the 


Second, that jt came again to be reviſed by the 
(d) whole Convocation, and confirmed by Parliament. 


(a) 14 Char. II. 


This 


7 


1 
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This is a ſhort Hiſtory of the Engl; Liturgy, . of 
its Birth and Progreſs to this Day. And now we 
ſhall examine a little into the Characters of thoſe 
who compiled it, for they mult be all Papiſts, if 
you ſpoke Truth: What Part Archbiſhop Cran- 
mer acted in the Reformation is clearly to be ſeen 
by any that will pleaſe to read but ſo much of 
the Engliſb Hiſtory, as contains the Lives of Hen. 
VIIL Edw. VI. and Queen Mary. Sir Richard. Ba- 
ker in his Hiſtory tellus, that Cranmer for his Skill 
in Divinity was picked out, and * ſent to Rome, 


to prove the Marriage of Henry VIII. with his * 


Brother Prince Arthur's Widow, Katharine of 
Spain, to have been from the firſt beginning of it 
contrary to the Laws of G O D, and therefore 
null and void. We find him afterwards main- 
taining the ſame Argument at the Emperor's Court, 
even to the Conviction of Cornelius Agrippa, the 
molt learned Man there at that Time; and indeed 
he ſo well ſatisfied the King and Clergy in that 
Matter, which had for a long time not only 
troubled them, but even moſt of the Univerſities 
in Europe, that immediately thereafter the Di- 
vorce was pronounced by the Biſhops and Clergy, 
and he for his good Services promoted to the See 
of (e) Canterbury. By what follows in that Hiſtory, 
you will ſee he was all along the great Inſtru- 


- ment of forwarding the Reformation, and that in it, 


with admirable Piety he perſevered, till at laſt he 
ſealed it with his Blood, dying a Martyr for the 
{ame in the Flames at Oxford, March 21, 1556, 
where two other famous Martyrs, Ridley and La- 
timer had ſuffered after the ſame manner ſome 


" 


* P. 281. (e) P. 282, 
C 3 five 
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five Months before. (F) Nay, in that Year no 
fewer than eighty four Perſons ſuffered Martyr- 
dom, for refuſing to leave the Engliſh Liturgy, and 
joyn with the Maſs. Ridley, Biſhop of Rocheſter, 
who ſuffered before Cranmer (as is ſaid ) was 
eſteemed the moſt learned and pious of all the 
Reformers. In ſhort, as to the reſt of the Com- 
pilers, there was not one of them that lived 'rill 
Q. Mary's Time, but were either MARTIRS or 
Confeſſors, becauſe they would not return to Po- 
pery. At that Time there were of the Laity 
as well as Clergy, Women as well as Men, to 
the Number of two hundred ſeventy ſeven, ( 
that ſuffered Martydom for adhering to the Eng- 
liſh, and refuſing to joyn in the Remax Liturgy. 
Dr. Cox, Councellor and Almoner to K. Edward, 
and one of the Compilers, in Q, Mary's Perſecu- 
tion (with a good many others) fled to Frankfort, 
and there kept up the Eugliſʒ Liturgy, till in Q 
Eliz., Time he came home, and was conſecrate 
Biſhop of Lixcoly. | 

Thus, and by theſe holy Martyrs and Confeſ- 
ſors, was the Service Book compiled and uſed ; 
and is it poſſible there can be any ſo obſtinate 
as to affirm there can be a more convincing 
Proof advanced for any Matter of Fa&, than 
this is, to prove the Exgliſb Liturgy free from the 
Corruptions complained of in the Maſs Book, 
than that ſuch a Number of eminent, pious, and 
learned Divines, and others, choſe rather to ſuffer 
moſt painful Deaths, than leave the one, and 
joyn with the other? Will Mr. M-—— ſay they 


— 


(f) Baker, P. 321. (g) Speed, p. 1142. 
did 
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did not underſtand it ſo well as he does? Or 
chat they were mad; or that it was not for this 
they ſuffered? I do not think that even the 
large Share of Aſſurance of which he is Maſter, 
will allow him to affirm any of theſe Things; 
and if he does not, the Queſtion is at an End, 
and Mr. M-—— muſt acknowledge he affirmed 
what is not true. It is undeniable that at that 
Time it had not enter'd in the Minds, neither 
of Clergy, nor Laity in Scotland, or England, 
that there were any of the Corruptions in the 
Romiſh Worſhip retained in the Eugliſb Liturgy ; 
for the Laity as well as the Clergy were robbed, 
baniſhed, and put to Death, for no other Cauſe 
(as I have obſerved) but that they would not re- 
nounce the Worſhip of the Church of England, 
and joyn with that of Rome. If they had be- 
lieved them to have been one and the ſame, they 
muſt be reckoned no better than ſo many Self- Mur- 
therers: That they had Learning to underſtand 
both, is ſufficiently acknowledged, ſo they had . 
no Plea of Ignorance to plead; you would have 
found them then defend it againſt the Papiſts, 
but no Body alledging againſt them that it was 
Popery, no not the Puritans themſelves. If Mr. 
M. will be pleaſed to let me ſee a clearer De- 
monſtration of Matter of Fact than this is, vi. 
that the Engliſh Liturgy and the Maſs Book, were 
not at that Time thought one and the ſame, Exit 

mihi magnus Apollo. | 
It follows next to enquire, what Opinion 
. Divines had of the Eng!ifh Liturgy and 
its Compilers, this will drive the Nail to the 
Head, and put the Queſtion beyond all Contro- 
verſy, and I ſhall adyance none againſt whom 
the leaſt Exception can be brought : Nay, I am 
| miſtaken 
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miſtaken if you do not pretend to have them 
all on your Side whom I fhall bring to vouch for 
me. | 
I ſhould think it ſufficient for all, that Peter 
Martyr, Martin Bucer, and Paulus Fagius, three 
eminent Promoters of the Reformation abroad, 
gave Teſtimony for the Engliſh Service; rhox 
were brought over in Edu. VI. Time, the fir 


was placed Divinity Reader in Oxford, and the 


other two in Cambridge. () All of them joyned 


very heartily in the Worſhip of the Church of 


England, (i) Bucer ſpeaks thus of it: I give 
Thanks to GOD who hath given you Grace to reform 
thoſe Ceremonies in ſuch a Purity; for] have found no- 
thing in it (ſpeaking of the Service Book) which is 
not taken out of the Word of GOD, or is in the leaſt 
contrary to it, being rightly interpreted. You pre- 
tend theſe Divines were Presbyterians ; J am ſure 
they were not eſteemed Papiſts in Q. Mary's 
Time, (&) for then the Bodics of Bucer and Fa- 


gius were taken out of their Graves, and burnt 


as Hereticks. I think theſe three famous Wit- 
neſſes might ſatisfy you; but leſt they ſhould not, 
to clear you farther, the next I ſhall advance is 
your great Friend Calvin, whoſe Authority you 
cannot honeſtly diſclaim. The Duke of So- 
merſet then Protector of England, had ſuch an O- 
pinion of him, that immediately upon the Li- 
turgy's being compiled, he ſent it over to him, 
ard had his Opinion returned, in a Letter he 
wrote to him, in theſe Words: As for the Form 
of Prayers and Ecclef.aſtical Ceremonies, I much ap- 


— — — 


(h) Fal, p.3 10. (i) cri. Ang. p.455. (Bp; 321. 
Prove 
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e that they ſhould be eſtabliſhed as a conſtant 
— from which it 3 for _ 
ſtors to recede in the Execution of their Charge (1). Can 
any thing be clearer than this? He adviſes the 
Protector to enjoyn the Uſe of it. What Opi- 
nion would Calvin have had of Mr. M. if he had 
told him what he told his Hearers, that it was 
nothing but the Maſs in Engliſh ; that it was I- 
dolatry, and it was not lawful to uſe it? If he 
had been in Geneva, he would have inflicted the 
Cenſures of the Church upon him. (m) Calvin calls 
Craumer, A moſt accompliſhed Prelate, who hath the 
Cure not only of England, but of the whole Cbri- 
ſtian World. Doth this clear him of Popery 
or not ? | 

Bexa in Reſp. ad Saraviam , ſpeaking of the 
Church of England, ſays : it happened in our Me- 
mor y, that ſhe had Men of that Calling, (viz. Biſhops) 
not only conſtant Martyrs for GOD, but alſo excellent 
Paſtors and Doctors. (un) He deſires thoſe under 
the Goverment of Grizdal Biſnop of London, to 
ſubmit to him, holding him worthy of much Pu- 
niſhment that ſhould deſpiſe his Authority. 

(o) Saravia confeſſes himſelf to wonder at the 
Reformers in England, for not any way devia- 
ting from the antient Church of Chriſt. I ſhall 
conclude my Geneva Tvidences with the Teſti- 
mony of the famous aac Cauſabon ; he ſays, (p) 
No Church doth come nearer to the Firm of the Pri- 
mitive Church than it doth, ſo that they who envy her 


F 0" 


- 


(1) Bucer Epiſt. ad Proteſt. Angl. (m) Ep. ad Cranmer. 


(n) Ad Grindal Ep. 3. (o) De Minſt. Grad. Ep. ad Let. 
(p) Prefat. ad Exercit. 


. Haßbin⸗ſs, 
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Happineſs, are conſtrained to extol it. Farther, if 
the eſſential Part of a Church be enquired into, and 
what either neceſſarily belongeth to the Doctrine of Sal- 
vation, or the Decency of Worſhip, then praiſe and 
magnified be GO D, no Church upon Earth can be 
found, which profeſſeth the Faith, and reſembleth the 
Form of the antient Church more then ſhe doth. 
And now to ſumm up our Foreign Evidence, I 
ſhall give you the Mind of the whole Reformed 
Gallican Church, in the Words of the famous 
Mr. Moulin, and may very confidently do ſo, for 
none knew it better; he in anſwer to a Papiſt, 
upbraiding him (q) with the Diſcipline of the 
Church of England, doth avouch. the Dignity 
and Agreeableneſs of it, telling him, Our Agree- 
ableneſs is ſuch, that it hath been a Refuge to our 
perſecuted Churches, and conſequently the excellenteſt 
Servants of God in our Churches, as Calvin, Beza, 
Zanchy, Cc. have often written Letters full of Re- 
ſpect to the Prelates of England. | 

I think the above Teſtimonies make my par 

of the .Argument good, putting the ſame be- 
yond all Queſtion. I come now to the laſt 
Proof I propos'd, and that is to be brought 
from our own Reformers here in Scotland: If 
I am not deceived, it was from England they 
had their Education that way, it was that 
Candle that lighted them into the Reformation; 
and accordingly the firſt publick Step that was 
made towards it, was an Ordinance, that the 
 Emgliſh Liturgy ſhould be publickly read in all 
the Churches of Scotland dn Sundays and Holidays. 


— 


(q) Buckler of Faith, p. 271. 
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In that unfortunate Battel fonght betwixt the 
Engliſh and the Scots, a little before K. James 
V. his Death, there were taken Priſoners, a- 
mongſt others, the Earls of Caſſils and Glencairne, 
thoſe fen. VIII. took care ſhould be inſtructed in 
the Reformation, (ſo far as it was advanced,) and 
that with a View (James V. being then dead) 
of a Match betwixt his young Son Prince 
Edward, and our Infant Queen Mary, and ſo far 
it went, that (being in Love with the Reforma- 
tion) they got the Earl of Arran, then Gover- 
nour, to call a Parliament, where the Match was 
agreed upon, and no doubt had been conſummat- 
ed, if Cardinal Beoron (fearing the Reformation) 
had not fallen upon Ways to diſappoint it. 
B. Burnet, in his Abridgment of the Hiſtory of 
the Reformation, tells us, (7) That Caſſils got theſe 
Seeds of Knowledge at Lambeth, ander Cranmer's 
Influence, that produced afterwards. a great Har- 
veſt in Scotland; alſo that the other Priſoners were 
inſtructed to ſuch a Degree, that they came to have 
very different Thoughts of the Changes that had 
been made in England, from what the Scotiſh 
Clergy had poſſeſſed them with, &c. Buchanan 
tells us, ( 5 There were at this Time, ſeven of the 
ſupream Order, Noblemen, and twenty four of the 
inferior Quality , confiderable Gentlemen , all in- 
lighten'd in England. Nay, were not Arraz's 
two Chaplains, Rough and Guilliam, who preach- 
ed then publickly to the Court, Church of 
England Men? This will appear by what 
follows: 

In the Time of Q Mary of England her Per- 


——_ — 
ii. At; 


28 


(t) P. 279, 280. (f) P. 532, 3 
D ſecution, 


— 
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ſecution, ſome of thoſe who fled from thence, 
took Refuge in Scotland, and there did not only 
help the Light which began to ſhine, but made 
the Sun to break up more clearly than before; 
for then came from England into Scotland, (t) Wil- 
liam Harlaw, John Willox , and (u) John Knox. 
That holy Martyr (x) Mr. George Wiſhart had 
his Education in Cambridge, and returned to his 
own Country, An. 1544, to promote the Truth 
in it; he {tuck cloſe to the Principles he had 
ſucked in there to the laſt. () Knox tells us, 
that at his Death he adminiſter d the Sacrament 
after a ſer Form Mr. John Spot ſwood, another 
of our Reformers, was educated in England, under 
the Care of Archbiſhop Cranmer, as is to be 
ſeen in the Life of Archbiſhop Sporſwood. All 
our Reformers had ſuch an Opinion of the Do- 
ctrine and Worſhip of the Church of England, 
that on all Occaſions, they chearfully joyned with 
her. There is not one to be named amongſt 
them, that called her Liturgy Popiſh, or thought 
Communion with her unlawful: Did not all 
thoſe who fled in Perſecution joyn with her? 
(2) Friar Alexander Seaton in King James V's 
Time fled to Exgland, and there died the Duke 
of Suffolk's Chaplain. . Alexander Aleſs fled to 
England, and was there in ſuch Eſteem with 
Henry VIII, that he was called the King's Scho- 
lar. (a) There you will find him in the Convoca- 
tion maintaining againſt Szckely Biſhop of Lon- 
don, that there were but two Sacraments. (6b) Bi- 
ſhop Burnet in his Hiſtory tells us, that he tranſ- 


* 
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(t) Spotſwood' Hif. p. 93. (u) Knox's H. p. 99. 
(x) Sporſwood, p. 79. G) P.67. (z) Spotſwood, p. 65. 
(a] Spotſwood, p. 66. (b) Ad An. 1549 1 
ate 
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lated the Erghh Liturgy into Latin for Bucer's 
Uſe, being imployed in that by Latimer. John 
fe, and Mr. Dudal, two other Reformers ſtaid 
there as long as he. John Mac- Bee was there 
liberally entertained by Nicolas Saxtcn, Biſhop of 
Sarum, (c) Sir John Bor thwicł w $ accuſed of He- 
rely, for maintaining the Engliſß Liturgy was 
Commendable, andought to be * uſed by all Chri- 
{tians: Did he think it would raiſe the De- 
vil, or was Popery? Friar Thomas Guilliam, of 
whom mention is already made, was the firſt 
publick Preacher of the Reformation in Scotland, 
(by whoſe Sermons John Knox was firſt illumi- 
nated and converted, ) after the Regent Ar- 
ran his firſt Apoſtatiſing, fled into Eng/and, and 
there joyned with that Church, (d) as did his 
other Chaplain, John Rough , who for ſome 
Years preach'd in the Cities .of Berwick, Carlifle, 
and Newcaſtle, and that not in a Corner, but in 
the publick Churches, and was afterwards pro- 
vided in a Benefice by the Archbiſhop of Vr, 
where he lived *till Q. Mary's Perſecution, and 
then fled into Friefland ; but after this return- 
ing to London, An. 1557, was apprehended, and 
queſtioned by Bonner, Biſhop of London, if he 
had preached ſince his Return? He anſwer'd, 
he had preached none, but that in ſome Places 
he had read the Prayers in the Communion 
Book, ſet forth in Edward VI. Time. Which 
ſurely he would not have done, if he had thought 
it the Maſs in Ergljh ; nay, he had a quite o- 
ther Thought about it; for being asked his 
Opinion of it, he told he approved of it, be- 


—— — 


Spotſwood, p. 70. (') Petrie, p. 180. (d) Sp. p. 23. 
(c) Spotſw . - 
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ing in all Points agreeable to the Word of God: 
If he had made ſuch a Declaration to Mr. M. 
he had ſurely condemned him for a Papiſt ; tho' 
Bonner did not in the leaſt take him for that. 
And now to trouble you no more with the Scots 
Reformers, thoſe advanced being more than ſut- 
ficient ; yet (like thoſe who keep their beſt Wine 
till the laſt) I ſhall end with John Knox, the 
greateſt Authority I can produce in this Caſe; 
tor he alone might ſatisfy Mr. M. but I am a- 
fraid I put him out of Court with him; how- 
ever at all Hazards I like to tell the Truth. - 
(e) In his Admonition to the Profeſſors of the 
Truth in England, he tells us he preached pub- 
lickly in their Churches in Subordination to their 
Biſhops, and before K. Edu. VI. In his Ad- 
monition to the Commonalty in Scotland, (b) he 
ſays: GOD gave that Reverend Father in GOD, 
Thomas Cranmer, Strength to cut the Knot of de- 
viliſh Sophiſtry. In his Exhortation to Exgland for 
their ſpeedy receiving Chriſt's Goſpel, dated 
Jan. 12, 1559, he calls the Church of England 
happy, In that GOD, by the Power of his Spirit had 
deſtrozed the Yoak of her ſpiritual Captivity, &c. And 
alittle after ſays, That the Church of England in 
K. Edward's Days was a deleftable Garden, plant- 
ed by GOD own Hand, In his Letter to Q. Elix. 
he thanks GOD, (g) That it had 2 him 
out of eternal Goodneſ,, to exalt her Head, to the Ma- 
nifestation of bis Glory, and the Extirpation of Ido- 
{atry. This is not to ſay the Service Book is 
Idolatry, or Communion with the Church of 
Evgland is unlawtul. I could add a great deal more 


le) P.52 (f) P. 51. (g) Hiſt. 224. 


to 
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to this Purpoſe from him, but ſhall in the laſt 
Place, give you the Judgment of the Lords of the 
Congregation, from whom we may take the 
Mind of our whole Body of Retormers, Laity 
as well as Clergy, as we have it in the authen- 
tick Hiſtories of thoſe Times. 

It is recorded by Sporſwoed, p. 140, Knox, p. 
218, Buchanan, p. 604 : That Kirkaldie of Grange 
was ſent by the Lords of the Congregation to treat of, 
and enter into a ſtriti Confederacy with Queen Eliza- 
beth, to forward the Reformation in Scotland, as it 
was in England. Afterwards ( Buchanan tells 
us, That we being delivered from the Gallican Sla- 
very by Engliſh Aſſiſtance, ſubſcribed to the Religion 
and 22 of that Church: The Prayers and 
Thankſgivings made uſe of in St.Giles's Church E- 
dinburgh, after the Pacification at Leith, July 15 C0, 
are a clear Demonſtration of our ONENESS and 
SAMENESS then with the Church of England, 
as are alſo thoſe in the Scoriſh Liturgy compoſed at 
that Time, and afterwards uſed in all the Churches 
of Scotland ; which, for Brevity's ſake, I omit to 
tranſcribe. At that Time we enter d into a League 
with England, for the maintenance ofthe Doctrine 
and Worſhip of that Church ; tar different in- 
deed from that accurſed Covenant or Combina- 
tion was enter'd into afterwards, for the Extirpa- 
tion of that Church, even in Oppoſition to the 
King's lawful Authority; which we may come 
to enquire a little into in the Sequel. 

And now to put all beyond the leaſt manner oſ 
Doubt. The very firſt Step the Lords of the Congrega- 
tion made towards the Reformation (as I have 
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ch) P. 714. 
already 
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already ſaid) was to appoint the Liturgy of 
England to be uſed : It was ordered upon the 
23d of Dec. 1557. As we have it from (i) Cal- 
derwood and (k) Knox, and in his Words you fhall 
have it. he Lords and Barons, prefeſſivg our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt Convened frequently in Coun- 
cil, in which theſe Heads were concluded. Firſt, 
it is thought expedient, adviſed, and ordained, that 
in all Pariſhes of this Realm, the Common Prayer be 
read weekly, on Sundays and other Feſtival Days, 
with Lefſous in the Old and New Teſtament conform 
to the Book of Common Prayer. (I) Petrie and (m) 
Sporfwood give the ſame Account. I had hope of 
theſe four Hiſtorians, (three of them being your 
own) and the fourth of as good Credir as the 
other three, and ſo more than ſufficient to prove 
this Matter of Fad ; which you muſt rake to be 
the Mind of the whole Proteſtant Part of the 
Nation at that time, both Clergy and Laity. 
For, if there had been but any 'one to have 
cryed out with you, that thoſe Prayers were no- 
thing but the Maſs in Engliſh, ſure ſome other 
of theſe forecited Hiſtorians would never 
have paſt it by in ſilence. Nay, how ridicu- 
lous is it to think, the Nation then would have 
been at ſo much Pains to turn out the Maſs in 
Latin, only to have it in Engliſh. Indeed in my 
Opinion it the Maſs be Idolatry, as you fay it 
is, it had been better to have let it continue 
in Latin, than to tranſlate it into Enghfh, it was 
leſs underſtood and fo it could do leſs harm. 


(i) Calderwood. p. 5. (Kk) Knox. p. 112, (1) Petrie. 
p. 129. (m) Spotſw. p. 117. 
| And 
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And now I come at laſt to the Authoriſers, 
that I may not fail in any thing that I promiſed, 
and then I ſhall ſumm up the Argument. 

Ed. VI. the Duke of Somerſet then Protector, 
the venerable Clergy in Convocation, the Mint- 
ſters of State, and the then Parliament, are ſuffi- 
ciently cleared of the Charge of Popery, by their 
ſo intirely ſettling the Reformation; but if any 
more be requiſite, you may apply the Teſtimo- 
nies of the Foreign and Scots Divines before- 
mentioned, and that will make it up. Q. Eli. 
is ſufficiently Vindicated by her reſtoring the 
Reformation after her Siſter's Death. And K. 
James has given great Luſtre to the ſame by 
his excellent Writings. The glorious Martyr 
Ch. I. was indeed ſorely accuſed by the Schiſma- 
ticks of Britain with being a Papiſt, for what 
end and how true, we came (tho' too late) by 
ſad Experience to know, ( Liturgy and Epiſco- 
pacy being his Crimes; ) and Im eaſily able to 
Vindicate him if there were occaſion, both by 
the Teſtimonies of foreign and domeſtick Di- 
vines ; but his own molt celebrated Writings, 
and dying Words, have put it beyond all Quell- 
on. The Laws made by Ch. II. againſt Papiſts, 
and the Indulgences given to Whigs, notwith- 
ſtanding their frequent Rebellions, are ſo recent, 
that I need ſay nothing of him. K. James VII. 
indeed was Popiſh, and the Rebellion in his Fa- 
ther's time obliging him to fly beyond the Seas 
occaſioned it ; however he was a great Benefac- 
tor to the Whigs, he gave them an Indulgence, 
and they thanked him for it at that time, tho” 
they changed their Mind a little afterwards, and 
became Ungtateful. As for thoſe who gover- 
ned ſince, you have nothing to ſay againſt them, 
ſo I need ſay nothing for them. 1 
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T have now gone through what I propoſed, 
without biding you take any thing on my Word. 
I have advanced nothing without ſufficient Au- 
thority. adduced for it, and have dire&ed you 
to the Book and Page. I have vindicated the 
Liturgy from being the ſame with the Maſs- 
Book, by letting you ſee that in ſeveral moſt ma- 
terial Points they differ. The-Brevity I reſtrict- 
ed my ſelf to, would not allow me to take Notice 
of all; but what I have done, is ſufficient to re- 
fute your bold, unjuſt, and ſcandalous Aſſertion, 
and eſtabliſh my own. As to the Compilers, I 
have put it beyond Queſtion. If the Maſs-Book, 
(as Mr. M. ſays) and the Service-Book be all 
one, it has been a ſtrange Piece of Madneſs for 
thoſe learned and pious Men to have ſuffered 
themſelves to be conſumed in the Flames, be- 
cauſe they would not part with the one and joyn 
in the orher: Who could underſtand the Wor- 
ſhip of the Romiſh Church better than they, who 
were educated in it, and were eminent for Pie- 
ty and Learning before they left it? They were 
never branded, either with Madneſs or Ignorance, 
to ſuffer ſo much for Trifles. I have made it 
very clear that all our foreign Divines had a very 
different Opinion of it from Mr. M. They de- 
clared it free from the Corruptions of Rome, and 
agreeable to the Scriptures and Primitive Church, 
and ſeriouſly recommended the Uſe of it, which, 
to be ſure, they would never have done, if it had 
in the leaſt ſavoured of Popery ; but they knew a 
little berter what Popery was than Mr. M. does. 


As to our Scots Reformers, I have proved they 


had their Education from the Church of Eng- 
land; to. it in Time of Perſecution they fled ; 
in it they ſerved, and with it on all Occaſions 

they 
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they joyned, which ſurely they never would have 
done, if that Church either in Doctrine or Wor- 
ſhip had been tainted with Popery. If it had been 
ſo, would ever the Lords of the Congregation, 
the Repreſentatives of the whole PROTE- 
STANT Part of the Nation, thoſe who run 
all Hazards in altering the Conſtitution of the 
Church, and that to baniſh the Maſs from Scot- 
land ? Would they, I ſay, by a publick Ordi- 


nance have eſtabliſhed the Engliſh Liturgy, if it 


had been the ſame with the Maſs-Book ? It's 
impoſſible for a Man in his Wits ever to think it. 
I wonder where Mr. M. has made that Diſcovery 
that lay fo long hid from the whole Reformed 
Church both at home and abroad. I am ſure 
amongſt them there were ſome that ſaw into 
theſe Matters farther than Mr. M. I know blind 
Horſes are hardieſt, but he would make me be- 
lieve that a blind Man may imagine he ſees what 
cannot be diſcovered by thoſe who have their 


Sight, even tho aſſiſted by the fineſt Glaſſes. 


have now made good all I propoſed with as 


much Brevity,Faithfulneſs, and Perſpicuity, as was 


in my Power. And if Ia Laick have proved my 
Part ſo clearly ; you who pretend to be a Cler- 
gy Man ſhould think your ſelt much more bound 
ro maintain what you preach from the Pulpit, 
a Place called the Chair of Verity. If it ſhould 
loſe that Name through your Fault, (as I think 
you have put it in Hazard) I do not know what 
Thanks you will get from your Brethren. I chal- 
lenge you to make good what you ſaid; I wilt 
take nothing on your Word hereatter (and I hope 
no body elſe will in Matters of Religion:) If 
you fail, I give you Warning. I will apply to the 
Judge Competent, to _— me to the Pulpit, and 

0 you 
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you to the Plough. In fine, as for this Point, I 
think it may be eaſy for any conſidering Reader 
to determine on which Side of the Queſtion the 
greateſt Certaimy lies, viz, Whether the Engliſh 
Liturgy and the Roman Miſſal be the ſame or not? 
But now I will proceed to try if I can ſhoot 
you out of your own Bow, I will raiſe the Cry 
of Popery againit you, without bidding you take 
any thing on my Word, tho''I aſſure you I have 
been at as much Pains to compare the Popiſh and 
Presbyterian Tenets, as ever you was to do the 
other ; what. I avouch, I ſhall prove from the 
Writings of the moſt famous Jeſuits abroad, and 
the moſt zealous Presbyterians at home. For 
Brevity's ſake I ſhall paſs by ſeveral Things com- 
mon to both, and ſhall only at preſent rake un- 
der my Conſideration your ſo much applauded 
Doctrine of the King-Depoſing-Power, and your 
beloved Covenant : As to the firſt, 1 ſhall draw 


a Parallel betwixt the Jeſuit's Doctrine in that 


Point and you. And as for the laſt, I ſhall com- 
pare it with the Holy League, As to the firſt. 

Dom. Soto de Inſtit. © Jure ſays (n) Kings re- 
ceive their Power from their Kingdoms. (n) Ru- 
therford, Royal Power is radically in the People. 
This is the Foundation on which that damnable 
Doctrine is founded. A Doctrine unknown to 
the Apoſtles or Primitive Chriſtians. | 

Pope U ban, cauſa 23. J. 5. Can. Excommunicat. 
It's not homicide to kill any excommunicated Per- 
ſor. It was ſuch Bulls as theſe that gave 


Encouragement to the Purthers of the Henries 


the III. and IV of Fance. 


_ 


3 


(m) L. 4 Q 4. A. 2. (n) Lex Rex p. 4. 10. 
Buchanan 


ant 
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Buchanan de jure Regni, Miniſters may excom- 
municate Princes, and a King after he is caſt into 
Hell by Excommunication, is unworthy to live or 


enjoy Life upon Earth. And in conſequence 


of that, and other ſuch Doctrines was Kin 
Charles I. barbarouſly murdered by Britiſh Schiſ- 
maticks. 

(o) Sion's Plea adviſes us To ſpare neither Father 
or Mother, if they ſtand in the Way to hinder the ſet- 
ting up of the Standard of FESUS CHRIST. And 
a little after, They mid cutting the Baſilick Vein, 
none but that can cure the Pleuriſy of State. Which, 
in plain Englih is, we mult cut the King's Throat 
for the publick Good. 

This he Verbatim borrows from two Jeſuits, 
Guignard and Scribanius. Antiq. Theat. Honoris. 
They ſay France was fick, and they muſt cut the 
4Baſilick Vein to heal her. And Scribanius blames 
them for committing a great Error, in that they 
did not cut that Vein on Bartholomew's Eve: 
That is, that they then omitted to cut the 
Throats of the King of Navarre and P. of Conde. 
Read the Catechiſm compoſed for the Parliament- 
Army, p. 14, 15, of the ſeventh Edition. 

Altare Damaſenum \ays, All Kings have a natu- 
ral Hatred againſt Chriſt. Vind. Philadelphus: 
He errs not much that ſays, in all Kings there is a mor- 
tal Hatred againſt the Goſpel, &c. Royal Primo- 
geniture gives no Right to Kings, except the Peo- 
ple chuſe them. Mene Tekel, (p) I could ad- 
vance a gteat deal more, were I not wearied 
wading ſo long in this ſtinking Puddle. Com- 
pare what I have ſaid with what is ſaid on that 
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Subject by Doleman, Bellarmine, Suarez, Mariaya, 
Sanfarellas, &c. and you will find the Presbyte- 


rians have out-done their Maſters the Jeſuits in 


this unchriſtian Doctrine. 

And now as to the Covenant, we may freely 
ſpeak our Mind about it now, ſeeing it ſtands 
condemned by Act of Parliament, Char. II. p. I. 
Sef. 2. Cab. 2 As for its Original, it has the 
fame with the Holy League of France, they were 
both hatched in Hel and brought up by the De- 
vil; they are Siſters of the ſame Mother , the 
younger as like the elder as one Egg is to an- 
other; the Elder was nurs'd by the Jeſuits, and 
the Younger by the Scots Presbyterians ; in that I 
am ſure like Simeon and Levi, Brethren in Ini- 
quity. In both you will find a Combination for 
mutual Aſſiſtance to extirpate Hereſy (as they 
falſely pretended) without the King's Authority, 
and tor that Purpoſe levying Forces, which both' 
of them turned againſt the King ; at laſt they 
both brought the ſame Fruit, viz. a Jealouſy of 
theit King's Religion without any Ground, and 
a War of Religion againſt them, who (thoꝰ they 
were the ſame Religion) yet they would make 
the World believe both were Hereticks. A 
League with Strangers, and Armies raiſed in 
Kingdoms againſt their natural Princes, who had 

given them no other Provocation, but their too 
muth Indulgence and Favour. Kings driven 
from their principal Cities, and the Fire of Civil 
War blown up by ſeditious Preachers. The Super- 
ſtitious People made tributary to a few ambitious 
Rebels, weak Conſciences inſtructed to cut the 
Throat of their Kings, and all that flood in their 
Way for the Love of God, and to gain Paradiſe. 
Frequent Faſtings, redoubled eee 

| | C 
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cal Inſpirations, all to perſuade the deluded Po- 
pulace, that GOD favoured their Rebellion as 
his own Cauſe, and that their Leaders were di- 
rected by none but the Holy Ghoſt, and had no 
other Aim, but advancing the Kingdom of JE- 
SUS CHRIST, and they both at laſt brought 
two great Monarchs to untimely Death. I could 
inſtance in a great deal more ſuch Fruit, as the 
Grapes of Sodom and Apples of Gomozrah, but 
what? is advanced ſufficiently proves the Con- 
ſanguinity of the Poly League of the Jeſuits, 
and the ſolemn League of the Pꝛesbyterians. I 
mult be ſo juſt to them as to allow they were not 
ſo exactly alike one to another, but that a diſ- 
cerning Eye would find ſome Difference; but in 
this only, the one was for maintaining the Religion 
eſtabliſhed by Law in France, which they ima- 
gined without Ground the King was to deſtroy. 
The other was enter d into for overturning the 
Religion in Britain eſtabliſhed by Law, which 
they ſaw their pious and religious King poſitive 
to maintain. judge then, which of theſe were 
moſt innocent, or rather if the laſt did not both 
in its Intention and Conſequences out- do the 
former. 8 

That we had the Covenant originally from 
France, and that a Copy of it was ſent over by 
that crafty Miniſter of State Cardinal Richlieu, 


is plain, when we conſider the Letter fign'd by 


halt a Dozen of our chief Covenanting Nobi- 
lity, and ſent by Mr. Colvil to him, and to the 
then Infant King of France, who was under the 


Regency and Management of that Miniſter, for 
his Afiſtance in their Rebellion. (q) And we 


( Y Bibliotheca Regia, P. 294. 5 
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find the Covenanters by that Aſſiſtance, next 
Year with an Army in England. The Marquiſs 
de Rochfort in his Memoirs te'ls us, That he was 
fent Expreſs from France to the Scots Army in Eng- 
land to encourage them. And now I think I have 
made good to a Tittle what I took in Hand, 
viz. That the Jeſuits and Presbyterians are united 
in the moſt damnable Doctrine of Killing and 
Depoſing Kings; that your Solemn League and 
Covenant, by which theſe three Kingdoms were 
teduced to Slavery, and ſo much Blood was ſhed, 
was a Tranſcript of the Holy League ſent you by 
your Brethren Rebels in France. Try if you 
can draw as near a Parallel betwixt the Engliſh 
Liturgy and the Roman Mifal. 
I am obliged before I put an End to this, to 
take Notice of yours, and ſome of your Fol- 
lowers of both Sexes unchriſtian Behaviour to- 
wards thoſe inthis Place, who retain to the Ser- 
vice of the Church of England : You and they 
are pleaſed to ſay, that all, or the greateſt Part 
of them are giddy-headed, vicious, and ſcanda- 
lous Perſons. That they have been ſo calumni- 
ated conſiſts with my particular Knowledge 
but the Charge being ſo unjuſt and ſcandalous, 
T need give you and them no other Anſwer, than 
the common Proverb, That Dogs Bark as they are 
bred, I do not believe all thoſe of our Commu- 
nion are Saints ; there is good and bad, better 
and worſe amongſt them, as there are amongſt 
others; but I would not have you force me on 
Recriminations. 'T'cannot ſay of them, as Pliny 
the younger faid of the Chriftians in his Time to 
Trajan, That they met every Morning, and by moſt ſo- 
lemn Vows bound themſelves to commit no Vice nor 
Wickedneſs. Let J am ſure many of them do ſo; 
and 
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and if notwithſtanding theſe ſolemn Obligations; 
any of them are guilty of ſcandalous Practices, 
inconſiſtent with their Profeſſion, they have much 
to account for: Tho' in the mean time, that nei- 
ther adds to, nor detracts from the Orthodoxy 
of that Worſhip. Was not St. Paul a powerful 
Preacher? And yet in his Time there was an in- 
ceſtuous Corinthian. If you or any of your Tribe 
ſower my Temper any more hereafter with that 
unhandſom Way of Dealing, you will force me 
to make an Enquiry that J am unwilling to do; 
and then perhaps I ſhall find even in the very 
Catalogue of your Saints a Black Liſt of ſome 
uilty even of Beaſtiality, Inceſt, Murther and 
Rebellion, But I aſſure you this would be a ve- 
ry diſagreeable Task. 155 in your Power to 
prevent it, and I expect you will do it. I mult 
tell you that that was the Way the heathen Phi- 
loſophers of old treated the Chriſtians, to bring 
Diſcredic upon their Religion. As we have it 
from Juſtin Martyr, Arnobius, and others of the 
Apologiſts; and indeed ſometimes they retorted 
and compared Notes. If I ſhould ſo treat you, 
I ſhould but follow their Example, which would 
be ſufficient to vindicate me: But I ſhall at pre- 
ſent give you that civil Anſwer they gave them ; 
Were there not ſtanding Laws to puniſh them? 
Why were they not convicted before the Judges, 
who were read) to hear Accuſations brought - a- 
gainſi them, and to puniſh them according to thoſe 

'# i 
Are thoſe of the Epiſcopal Perſuaſion in Aler- 
deen, (creen'd from the Puniſhments appointed by 
Law, for any Crime commitred by them? Are 
there no J..dges to be found that will hear an Ac- 
cuſation againſt them, and do Juſtice upon — 
5 was 
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I was informed you was witneſs to the contrary 
not long ago; that you found Judges ſwift to 
hear, and ready to puniſh ; yea, even to extend 
the Law, as far as it would bear, againſt them, 
as (I am informed) may in due time appear. 
Are there no Acccuſers, why do you not employ 


your Reverend BrotherMr. 7— n, who in 
the laſt Proceſs he managed; deſerved ſo well of 
the Good Old Cauſe, that he never left the Court, 
nor gave the Judges Reſt, Night nor Day; till he 
got its Enemies puniſhed > Nay, he was ſo ea- 

r in his officious Sollicitations, that he forc'd 
a Judge (who was no Friend to the Defendants) 
to give him a very ſharp Reprimand from the 
Bench, even to tell him, . That his Eagerneſs in 
that Proſecution, made him almoſt think he was not in 
a Chriſtian Country. You know where to get an 
Aſſiſe and a Clerk to the Proceſs, I need tell you 
of neither, for Tam told you was Witneſs to all. 
Mean time, I would give you, and all your Fol- 


lowers a Chriſtian Advice: (r) Before you behold 


the Mote in your Neighbour's Eye, take the Beam out 
of your own: Conſider whether you be in a State 
of Schiſm or not, (as it would not be hard to 
prove you are) and the Nature of that Sin; try if 
you be duly ent, examine your Miſſion, remem- 
ber the Puniſhment God was pleaſed to infli& on 
him, who dared to put his Hands to the Ark to 
hold it up, even when it was a tottering. In 
the time of the famous fore-cited Martyr and 


Apollogiſt, Juſtin, Creſcens the Philoſopher tra- 


duced the Chriſtians as atheiſtical and irreligious; 


the Anſwer he made Creſcens was, That he talked 


> 


8 


(r) St. Matth. vii. 3. 


about- 


X31: 
about Things he did not underſtat d, and feign- 
ed Things out of his own Head, to comply 
with the Humour of h's ſeduced Diſciples 
and Followers, in reproaching the Doctrine of 
CHRIST when he did not und erſtand it, he 
diſcovered a moſt wicked and malignant Tem- 
per, and ſhewed himſelf far worſe than the moſt 
ſimple and unlearned, who are not wont raſhly 
to determine in Things not known to them. Or 
if he did underſtand the Beauty anc! Excellency of 
it. He ſhewed himſelf much more baſe and diſin- 
i upon it what he knew to be 

e. 


SIR... 
HAVE now done with what I propoſed, I have 
taken Notice of the Injuſtice of your Charge en 
the Orthodox Liturgy by which we worſhip GOD ; 
il think I have treated you all along with good 
"Manners : But if you think fit to make any Re- 
-ply, I am ready to defend what I have here af- 


er ted. I wonld have you duly to confider what 


Injury you have done to Truth, to the REFOR- 
MATION, and to the Charafter of a Miniſter 
which you unjuſtly pretend to, and inſtead of fitting 
any longer in the Seat of the Scorner, 7 would 
have you to ſtand on the Stool of Repentance, 
and a knowledge how far the Violence of a Party 
Spltit tranſported you, beyond either Reaſon or Re- 
ligion; and I dare promiſe in the Name of thoſe 
you wronged , you will find ready Forgiveneſs ; but 
let me adviſe you for the future to follow the Ex- 
hortation of the Apoſtle, Eph, iv. 25. Wheretore 
putting away Lying, ſpeak every Man Truth 
with his 9 
am 


'Sir, 
| Yours. 
F Some 


Some farther 
CONSIDERATIONS 


CONCERNING 


Sct Forms of Praycr, Epiſcopacy, 
Schilm, c. 


HE foregoing Letter, in Subſtance 
? the ſame that was ſent, and careful- 
iy delivered into the Hands of 
WG eva IM. A. April 16. 1715, had no 
====s] other Effect (however well deſigned) 
than to provoke him to breath our Threatnings a- 
gainſt the Author, and perſiſt in his Calumnies 
againſt the Liturgy, not only from Houſe to 
Houſe, amongſt ſuch as have Zea} without Know- 
ledge, but even from the Pulpit, which he conti- 
nues to make the Seat of the Scorner, the common 
Shop of Heterodoxy and Slander, joyning with the 
Accuſer of the Bꝛethren, to miſrepreſent the Prin- 
ciples, and defame the Perſons of all ſuch as are 
not of his Way. 

I was at firſt willing to believe that all his Vi- 
rulence and Invective, proceeded from his Unac- 
quaintecneſs with our Exc. leut Liturgy, and that 
he 
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he was rather led through Jzzorance than ated 
with Malice in thoſe unwarrantable Sallies of his 
miſguided Zeal, and therefore I was not without 
Hopes, that when I made a juſt Repreſentation of 
the Things he had miltaken, and jet before him 
the Opinion of the Reformers, (for whom we are 
united in Eſteem) that it he would not ingenuouſly 
retract, yet in regard to Truth he would for the 
future forbear, any ſuch Reflectious as he muſt know, 
were unjuſt and falſe. His delaying to give me 
any Anſwer, or adduce any thing in Proof of 
what he ſaid, (to which I had invited him) help- 
ed ro confirm me in this Expectation, till ſuch 
time as I was informed from all Quarters of the 
Town, that he had reſolved to confute me 
with Perſecution, and my Reaſoning with Rail- 
ing, and as a full Evidence of the Liturgy's be- 
ing Popiſh, had preſſed the Obligation of the So- 
lemn League and Covenant, % which their Fore- 
Fathers were ſworn to exti pate POPERYT, &c. in 
conſequence of which they had overthrown Mo- 
narchy, Epiſcopacy aud Liturgy, which mutual- 
ly ſupport one anpther, and the beautiful Fabrick 
of a well ordered Kingdom. | 

Being thus diſappointed in my Hopes of him, 
my next Concert was tor the {imple well-mean- 
ing People, who are liable to be eaſily led away 
by the coufident Aſſertions of thoſe bold Pretenders 
to Truth and Demonſtration ; and for their Sakes 
have extended the Subject of the foregoing Let- 
ter, and have endeavoured in very plain Lan- 
guage to ſet before them ſome Conſiderations a- 
bout the Lawfulneſs and Expediency of Set Forms of 
Prayer, the Engliſh Liturgy, Epiſcopacy and Schiſm; 
by which I hope to make appear to the Convicti- 
on of all who ſhall read without ch It 

Nals 
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Byaſs to a Party, that the Cauſe of the Pzesby- 
terians againſt he Church is indefenſible, their 
Oppoſition unjuſt and ſehiſmatical, their Ordina- 
tion null and #v.lid, and conſequently ineffeftual 
for the Purpoſes of the Evangelical Miniſtry or 
Prieſthood; and that it highly concerns every 
one that ſeeks for Salvation, to adhere firmly to 
the Orthodox Communion, and to maintain Ca- 
tholick Uniry againſt the deſtructive Principles of 
Schiſm, Sacrilege and Hereſy. 

I ſhall therefore begin with Liturgies, and 
prove, that ſince ever God had an Eſtabliſhed 
Church in the World, there were Set Forms of 
Devotions or Liturgies, in the Jewiſh Church be- 
tore and ſince Chriſt, in the Chriſtian Church of 
all Ages, and that at this very Day all thoſe. va- 
riety of Chriſtians in the large Circuit of Chri- 
ſtendom have their Set Forms of Prayer, which 
they do, and muſt uſe in the Worſhip of God. 

Set Forms of Prayer were in uſe in the 
Jewiſh Church from their becoming a Church, 
after their coming out of Egypt 1500 Years 
before Chriſt, The firſt ſolemn piece of Wor- 
ſhip we find recorded of them, is a Hymn of 
Praiſe compoſed on their Deliverance out of 
Egypt, which was ſung by all the Congregation 
alternately, by Miſes and the Men firſt, and next by 
Miriam and the Women, and it is impoſſible 
it could be ſo ſang, if it had not been a Set Form 
written Gown and read or gotten by Heart, by 
bo.h the Men and the Women. 

God himſelf who beſt knows his own Nature, 

nd whole it is to przſcribe the manner of his 
own Worſhip, enjoyns a Form of Bleſſing the Peo- 
ple to be uſed by the Prieſts for ever. Numb. vi. 
23, XC. Scat unto Aron and unto bis Suns, ſaith 
03 4000 
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the Lord, ſaying, on this wiſe ſhall ye- bleſs the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, ſaying unto them, The Lord bleſs thee 
and keep thee, the Lord make his Face ſhine upon thee, 
and be gracious unto thee, The Lord lift up his Coun- 
tenance upon thee and give thee Peace. And they 
ſhall put my Name upcn the Children of Iſrael, and 1 
wil BLESS them. 

It any ſhall object this was not praying, but bleſ- 
ing, it is plain from the laſt Words, that it was 
praying to God for a Bleſſing. 

Now if any are able to conceive a Prayer of 
themſelves, we may well ſuppoſe it ſhould be 
the Prieſt, whoſe Lips ſhould preſerve Knowledge, as 
faith the Propher, Malac. ii. 7. yet they are pre- 
ſcribed a Set Form of bleſſing the People. 

If it had been preſcribed for the ſimple and 
ignorant Sort, it might here have been objected, 
that they that have not Gifts of their own, are 
permitted to make uſe of other Mens Compoſiti- 
ons; but ſeeing it is preſcribed to the High- 
Prieſt himſelf, nay, to Aaron the Eloquent, it 
ſtrongly concludes for a Se: Firm of Prayer and 
Bleſſmg, to be uſed in Publick by the moſt able 
and eloquent Divine. 

Moſes, a great Prophet, prayed ſo earneſtly in 
private, that God ſaid, Let me alone (Exod. iii. 
32.) that my Wrath may wax hot, &c. yet uſed a 
Set Form in Publick, at the ſetting forward of the 
Ark, and at its reſting, Numb. x. 35, and 36. 
And it came to paſs when the Ark ſet forward, that 
Moſes ſaid, Riſe up, Lord, and let thine Enemies be 
ſcattered, and let them that hate thee flee before thee ; 
ard when it reſted he ſaid, Return, O Lord, unto the 
many Thouſands of Iſrael. Let nore pretend to be 
more able than he, whoſe Gifts were ſo un- 
ſpeakab y great, that it is ſaid, Joſh. * 
| here 
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There aroſe not a Prophet fince in Iſrael like unto 
Moles. | 

Holy David, a Man after GOD's own Heart, 
by the Inſpiration of the holy Spirit, did indite 
and form many Pſalms and Prayers for the uſe of 
the publick Congregation, as is to be ſeen by their 
Titles, as Pſalm 102 is called A Prayer of the Af- 
flifled. The 92, A Pſalm or Song for the Sabbath 
day. The 9o, called, A Prayer of Moſes the Max 
of God, uſed in their Service in the Wilderneſs 
when they were deſtroyed for their Idolatry and 
Diſobedience. | 

And ſuch proper Forms of Devotion are the 
Pſalms. . That the mm which our Saviour ſung 
after his laſt Supper, before he went into the 
Mount of Olives, is by the greateſt Maſters of 
Tradition, ſaid to be that which the Jeu uſed 
at the Feaſt of the Paſſover, and called by the 
Rabbins Hall; that is, from the beginning of 
the 114th Pſalm to the end of the 118th, contain- 
ing five Pſalms, and theſe material Points. (s) 

1. Their coming out of Egypt. When Iſrael 
came out of Egypt, &c. Ver. 1. | 

2. The dividing of the Red-Sea. The Sea ſaw 
that and fled, &c. Ver. 3. | 

3. The giving of the Law. The Mountains 
Shipped like Rams, &c. Ver. 4. | 

4. The Reſurrection of the Dead. 7 will walk 
before the Lord in the Land, &c. Pſal. exvi. g. 

5. The Sufferings and Glories of the Meſſias. 
The Stone which the Builders refuſed, Pſal. cxviii. 22. 

Pſalm 88 is called a Pſalm for the Sons of Ko- 


) F. Luc. Burgens. in locum. Lightfoot, l. II. 
P. 459. 


rab 


1 
rab to the chief Muſician, made by Enan the 
Ezrahite, who was David's Seer or Prophet, as we 
read, 1 Chron. xx. v. 25. A Man ſo wile, thatwhen 
the Wiſdom of Solomon is commended it's ſaid, 
1 King iv. 31. That he was wiſer than Ethan the 
Ezrahite, Cc. The 89 Pſalm is by Ethan the Ex- 
rahite, who 1s ſaid, 1 Chron. xv. 19. to be one of 
the Singers of the r* or Tabernacle. 
1 Chron. xxix. When good King Hezekiah re- 
ſtored Religion, and made a ſolemn Offering to 
the Lord, he commanded the Levites to fing 
Praiſes unto the Lord with the Words of Da- 
vid and of Aſaph the Seer, Ver. 30, which is 
called Ver. 27. The Song of the Lord. Hoſea xiv. 
2. The Lord by this Prophet preſcribeth to the 
People a Form of Prayer to deprecate his Ven- 
geance which' was ready to be poured on them; 
and, upon their Application to him intheſe Words 
he promiſeth to hear and deliver them. O I 
rael, return unto the Lord thy God, for thou haſt 


fallen by thine Iniquity. Take with you Words, 


and return to the Lord. Say unto him, Take away 
all Iniquity, and receive us graciouſly, ſo will we ren 
der the Calves of our Lips, &c. 

The Prophet Joel giveth us a Set Form of Li- 
tany and Deprecation, Chap. ii. Ver. 12. Thus ſaith 
the Lord, turn ye unto me with all your Hearts, &c. v. 17. 
Let the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord, weep between 
the Porch and the Altar, and let them ſay, Spare thy 
People, O Lord, and give not thine Heritage to Re- 
proach, &c. The Liturgy of the Jews, with ſome 
Additions and Alterations made by E/dras after 
the Babyloniſh Captivity continued *till our Sa- 
viour's Time, and His and the Diſciples conſtant 
Attendance on theſe ſtared Devotions of the Jeus 
is a ſufficient Approbation of ' them by him 
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As is excellently well obſerved by that Noble and 
Learned French Proteſtant, L. du Phiſs : (:)“ That 
© the Apoſtles were notſent to deſtroy the pure 
*© Worſhip of GOD that was in the Synagogue 
© of the Jews, which they therefore retained 
ce (after CHRIST's Example) in ſo far; as it 
« was conſiſtent with the Goſpel Diſpenſation ; 
* and therefore tho they changed the Sacrifices 
c and Sabbath, CHRIST being the Subſtance 
tc adumbrated by the one, and the LORD's 
« Day to fake Place of the other, yet the Ser- 
« vice it ſelf in other Particulars they did con- 
* tinue, and by this means ſome Harmony has 
“ been obſerved betwixt the Jeuiſb and Chriſtian 
Services. | | 
Another learned Proteſtant, P. Fagius, treat- 
ing of the Jewiſh Form obſerves: © Thar the 
« firſt Part of their Service was a Confeſſion of 
« the Sins of the People; after that ſome 
« Pſalms of David were ſung ; as alſo ſome others 
« of Eſdras; after that they had their Leſſons 
« out of Law, for that End divided into 54 
« Seftions ; next Leſſons out of the Prophets; 
* divided into the like Number of Dimiſſi- 


« ozes , that there might be a Part of both 


« read every Sabbath, and all once a Year 
* Then a general Prayer for the Neceſſities 
* both of Church and State, publick and private; 
« and in that many Particulars; and after all 
the Archiſynagogus bleſſed the People and di ſ- 
«< miſled them. This learned Author makes it 
appear, that the Jews had always a conſtant 
ſettled Liturgy; and we ſee by the Account te 


(tt) De Miſſa, I. 1. I. z. 
gives 
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gives of it, that in ſome Things it agrees with 
the Chriſtian Liturgies. | 

Study ing Brevity, I ſhall paſs by the mary o- 
ther Authorities that might be bronght for 
eſtabliſhing what I have advanced, and ſhall re- 
ſtri& my ſelf to what a learned Member of the Pres- 
byterian Communion, the great Antiquary Mr. Sel- 
den, in his Notes on Eutychius from the ancient 
Records of the Jewiſh Nation, ſays: That 
« certain Forms of praying which were to be 
* uſed by every one daily by Law or received 
« Cuſtom were inſtituted by Eſdras and his 
e Conſiſtory ; that the Jews about the End of 
the Captivity had their ancient Manners, as 
« well as Laws, ſo depraved; that without a 
* Maſter they were neither able to pray as they 
© ought, nor had Confidence ſo to do. There- 
© fore for the future, that they might not re- 
* cede in the Matter of their Prayers, through 
“ Corruption of their Expreſſion, or through 
e Ignorance, from that Form of Piety eommand- 
* ed them by GOD, this Remedy was ap- 
« plyd by the Men of the great Synagogue. 
0 Eſdras and his hundred and twenty Collegues, 
© Thatof this Kind there were eighteen Prayers 
cc or Benedictions, called, compoſed, or appointed 
« Prayers; the three firſt of theſe and the three 
© laſt reſpected the Glory of GOD; the 
te twelve intermediate, reſpected theſe principal 
© Things that were neceſſary either for the 
© whole People, or every particular Man. 

And the learned Dr. Hammond obſerves, that our 
Saviour did ſo deſign his Prayer, as fet down 
in St. Matth. vi. That the three firſt Branches, 
and the Concluſion, which may paſs for other 
* three, refer to the Glory of GOD, and the 
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other intermediate, to our publick and private 
e Wants. a Fl 
Mr. Selden farther takes Notice, That 
© theſe Prayers were to be learned by every 
« Man. That the Prayers of the unskilful might be 
« as perfect as thoſe of the moſt Eloquent. That 
« every Act of Prayer was begun with the Pſal. 
« xxxt and vi. That of thoſe eighteen Prayers, 
* no one was to be omitted. That if any other 
ere added, they, were counted of like free 
e \Vi}}-Oftcrings, as the other were anſwerable 
c for the preſcribed. That the Additions might 
« be made only in thoſe Prayers which con- 
« cerned our Wants, becauſe thoſe were capa- 
« ple of Variations, but not thoſe that concern- 
« GOD. That on the Sabbath and Feaſt- 
« Days none might uſe a voluntary Prayer. 
He farther in the forecited Book endeavours to 
make it appear, © That our Saviour in compo- 
« {ing his own Prayer, had a ſpecial Reference 
c to thoſe ſolemn Forms then in Uſe amongſt 
c the Jews; and with them (to make good 
« what he ſays) Part by Part compares the 
« F ORD's Prayer. I have been the fuller with 
this Antiquary's Authority becauſe of the great 
Reſpect was paid to him by the Presbyterians of 
- Britain, when he was managing at the Head of 
ti-cir Cauſe in the Houſe of Commons, and ſhall 
add no farther Teſtimonies to prove what was 
intended, as to the Jeuiſb Church, viz. That 
GOD did no ſooner ſettle an eſtabliſhed Church 
amongſt them, than he preſcribed them a ſtared 
Form of Werſhip, and that, in all the different 
Periods, even from Moſes to our Saviour's Time. 
Mr. Selden gives tlie Reaſon, and that a very 
ſubſtantial one tco : That the Prayers of the Un- 
; i ul 
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skilful might be as perfect, as the Prayers of the 
moſt Learned, Many more Arguments might be 
brought from the Old Teſtament, and the conſtant 
Practice of the Fewih Church; but our Adver- 
ſaries chiefly urge, that now under the Evangeli- 
cal Diſpenſation, that there is a more plentiful 
Maniteſtation of the Spirit, praying by Set Forms 
is unlawful. 

Now that Set Forms have Warrant and Au- 
thority from the New Teſtament, as well as the 
Old, will appear from the following Arguments, 
the Precept and Example of our LORD, the 
Practice of the Apoſtles, and the Benefits that at- 
tend a Worſhip performed in Decency and Order. 

When our bled LORD's Diſciples came to 
him with uſeful and proper Enquiries, he al- 
ways plainly reſolved them, ſo as to leave no 
room tor any Difficulty or Doubt: If the Que- 
ſtions were more for Curiofity than Edification, he 
either checked their Importunity, or left them un- 
reſolved. Thus when they ask, As i. 6. Lord, 
Milt thou at this Time reſtore the Kingdom to Iſrael? 
He anſwered, I is not for you to know the Times or 
the Seaſons,which the Father hath put in his own Power. 
So likewiſe, St. Luke xiii. 23. one ſaid unto him, 
Are there few that be ſaved? And he he ſaid un- 
to them, Strive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, &c. 
and St. John xx1. 22. when St. Peter asked him a- 
bout the Fate of the beloved Diſciple, he checks 
him. F I will that he tarry till I come, what is that 
to thee ! Fillow thou me. 

All his Auſwers to curious or impertinent En- 
quiries are fo many Repreofs z but when they en- 
quire about” Things uſeful and neceflary, he 
writes his Mind with a Sun-Beam plain, poſi- 
tive, and intelligible. Thus St. Matth. xix. 17. 

G 2 when 


-= 
— - - * 4 hg. = * ws — 1 = = 
- - —— = 1 bf = 
ot * — - — 10 — * oP : 
— . —C— SPUR ⁵˙ r. · ¶Q¶¶¶·¶ IP 
ä ä 4 


1 


7 — wal. 4 = l —_— 
„„ IR IT. oo eG. - — 
* F = 8 


12. — 


——— 


4 
= — — — 2. — 


— — — 9925 


32 4 4 3 4 4 
s a WF. ** 2 — * 
, _—_ pry "Ps 
= — — — 


a os of 


= uw 7 
i 


” - * 
— Tœ— — . 


_— = 


pes 
a — 


[44] 

when one came unto him to be dire&ed in the 
way to eternal Happineſs, he readily inſtructs 
him : If thou wilt enter into Life keep the Commands. 

According to the Importance of the Queſtions, 
ſo are his Anſwers; from whence we may be- 
lieve, and conclude, that the Requeſt the A- 
poſtles made to be inſtructed in a Form of Prayer 
was very acceptable, and the Firm our LORD 
preſcribed was moſt perfect. And it's worth our 
Conſideration, that when the Diſciples came 
for an Increaſe of their Faith, St. Luke xvii. 5. 
He gave them no Form of their Faith, but left 
that to be givea to his Church thro' the Holy 
Ghost, to be afterwards poured out upon them; 


but that all the Chriſtian World might put up 


their Delires in the ſame Words, and ſpeak the 
{ame Language, he frameth that Form and com- 
pleat Prayer, which we call The LORD's 
Prayer, He who is the Word of the Father, 
who, as GOD, knew beſt what Petitions would 
be pleaſing to GOD, and as he was Mar knew 
what Petitions were not ſuitable for Men, pre- 
{cribed this incomparable Form, that we might 
have Hopes to obtain our Requeſts, and be ac- 
cepted with our Heavenly Father. St. Marth. 
vi. 9. After this manner pray ye: St. Luke xi. 2. 
Ihe ye pray, ſay, OUR FATHER, A Prayer 
which is a moſt compleat Form of it ſelf, and alſo 


a a molt exact Rule and Pattern, according to which 


all other Prayers ſhould be made, 

This has been uſed in all Ages of the Church, 
not only as a common Part of lier Prayers and 
Service, but as the chief and fundamental; the 
Ground whereupon ſhe builds, the Patton where- 
by ſhe frames and perfeds all the reſt of her 
heavenly Devotions, as may be ſcen by the Li- 
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nngies of all Chriſtian Nations. And tho' Men 
ſhould be endued with the Underſtanding, and 


ſpeak with the Tongue of Angels, yet, Words ſo 


pleaſing and acceptable to the Ears of GOD, as 
thoſe which the SON of GOD did compoſe, 
cannot poſlibly be uttered. | | 
0j. It it ſhould be obje&ed that it is rather 
2 Pattern, according to which we are to form 
our Prayers, than a Prayer, becauſe by St. Marth. 
it's ſaid, After this Manner pray ye. 

Anſw. 1. It's by St. Luke ſaid, When ye pray, 
fay —— Our Father, &c. 


2. As ſome Weights and Meaſures which are. 


moſt exact in their Kind, being made or ap- 

inted for Standards, do not therefore loſe tlie 
— of Weights, or Meafures, but are rather 
warranted and valuable; ſo the LORD's Prayer 
by being made a Pattern, is thereby commended 
to us to be the moſt abſolute Form of Prayer in the 
World. 

St. Matth. xxvi. 39. Qur. Saviour prayed, O my 
Father, if it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me, 
nevertheleſs not as I will, but as thou wilt ; and Ver. 
44. he prayed the third Time, ſaying the ſame 


Words. St. Luke xxiii. 46. Father, into thy Hands 


I commend my Spirit, the Words of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Pſal. xxxi. Ver. 5. and with little Varia- 
tion uſed by St. Stephen in giving up his Soul to 
CHRIST. As vii. 59. The Bleſſing with 
which our Saviour was ſaluted in his publick 
Entry to Jeruſalem. St. Matth. xxi. 9. Bleſſed is 


be that cometh in the Name of the Lord, is taken from 


Pal. cxviii. 26. 

It's certain from the Queſtion of the Diſei- 
les, that St. John Baptiſt had preſcribed a 
orm to his Diſciples. St. Luke xi. 1. Lord, teach 
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216 to pray, as John alſo taught his Diſciples. St. Paul, 
and the other inſpired Apoſtles uſe the ſame 
Form of Salutation and Benediction in moſt of 
their Epiſtles. In the beginning, Grace, Mercy, 
and Peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. The Prayer at the End. The Grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Christ, and the Love of God, and 
the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with you all. Amen. 
St. John repreſents the glorified Saints in Hea- 
ven ſinging the Soug of Moles, the Servaut of God, 
and the Song of the Lamb. Rev. xv. 3. The Song of 
Triumph, when the 1ſrae/ites were ſaved from the 
Hand of the Egyptians, who were ſwallowed up 
in the red Sea. Exod. xv. 1. 

Theſe tew Inſtances may be ſufficient to 
prove that Set Forms are warranted by the 
Word of GOD, and were practiſed, both by 
the Jewih and Chriſtian Churches. 

I ſhall therefore anſwer the Obje&ions of our 
Adverſaries, and ſhew the Inconvenience of 
the contrary Practice. 

0bj. Their firſt grand Objection is, that pray- 
ing by a Form is a ſtinting of the Spirit. 

An ſu. If praying by a Form is ſtinting the 
Spirit, then CH 
preſcribing the LORD 's Prayer, which I have 
proved was appointed to be uſed as a Form; but 
to ſay this would be abſurd. 7 

2. If he that prays the common and known 
Prayer out of a Book flints the Spirit, then he 
that prays Extempore ſtints the Spirit of all that 


joyn with him; for they are limited to his 


Words and Senſe, ana ſo his Prayer is a Form to 
them. For if their Minds go along with him, 
they pray the ſame Prayers that he doth, and 
neither more nor leſs. Now why ſhould the 


People 


IS T ſtinted the Spirit by 
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People be tied to the Prayers of the Miniſter, 
and not rather to the Prayers of the Church, pub- 
lick and known, compoſed by the Aſſiſtance of 
the Spirit of GOD, and fo better ſuited to the 
Wants of a People than the extempore Effuſions 
of any can pretend to be ? The extempore Prayer 
is a Form to every one but the Perſon that ſpeaks 


it, and is as much ſtinting the Spirit, as the 


Publick Common Prayer is, unleſs they will pre- 
tend to know before-hand what he is to ſay. 


3. The Phraſe of Stinting the Spirit is new 


and unheard of, and ſeems deviſed only for this 
Purpoſe, to perplex the Minds of the Ignorant 
and Doubtful. That which comes neareſt to it 
in Sound or Signification is 1 De, v. 19. Quench 
uot the Spirit. Which 1s not to be reſtrained to 
the particular Duty of Prayer, as if in that re- 
ſpe& only the Spirit could be quenched, but 
that (as all the Good we do, is by the Holy Spi- 
rit, who, worketh in us both to will and to do, we 
fail not to lay hold on all Opportunities to do 
what we are taught is our Duty. A like place 
is Eph. 1v. 30. Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are ſealed unto the Day of Redemption. 
0bj. A ſecond Objection. 1 Cor, xiv. 15. J will 


pray with the Spirit, and 1 will pray with the Under- 


ſtauding alſo. | 

Anſwer. It follows in the fame Verſe, I wil 
fing with the Spirit, I will ſing with the Underſtan- 
diag alſo. So that this Text makes no more 
for extempore Prayers then extempore Pſalms in the 
Senſe that our Adverſaries contend for; and it is 


indeed very ſtrange that _ ſhonld take it for 


Prayers, and not allow its Obligation to be as 


great with reſpect to Pſalms. 


It 
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If Set Forms are not praying with the ny 
neither are David's Pſalms, many of which are 
leſs applicable to the Chriſtian Worſhip than the 
approved Liturgy we uſe. So that ſinging and 
praying with the Spirit, muſt ſignify the Intenti- 
on, Fervour, and Devotion of the Spirit, in 
Prayer and Praiſes, that the Heart and Affecti- 
ons accompany our Words and Expreſſions, 
which is the Life and Soul of the Sacrifice. 

2. When the Apoſtles defired Chriſt to teach 
them to pray, he did not teach them to pray by 
the Spirit in their Senſe, who think ſpeaking ex- 
tempore without Pre- meditation whatever comes 
into their Mind, only praying by the Spirit; 
but he preſcribes them à Ser Form, and having 
alſo inſtructed us that God is a Spirit, and that 
ſuch as worſhip him mus? worſhip him in Spirit and 
in Truth; we are aſſured that praying by a Form 
is not contrary .to the Nature of a ſpiritual 
Worſhip, but that thoſe who pray with hearty 
Affection and Zeal, pray by the Spirit in the Uſe 
of a Set Furm of Words. When ye pray, Jay, OUR 
FATHER, ſo that the Set Form may be 
certainly prayed by the Spirit, elſe it had never 
been commanded to be uſed by our Saviour 
CHRIST. 

To pray by the Spirit ſignifies theſe two 
things. 

. s The Inſpiration of Words and Matter, 

2 Pet. i. 21. The Prophecy came not of Old time by 

the Mill of Man : but holy Men of God ſpake as 

they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, In. this Senfe 


no doubt many did pray and fing in the publick Þ 


Aſſembly during the continuance of the Gifts 
of Tongues and Miracles. Tertul. 
2. Praying 


To EW. 

2. Praying by the Spirit ſignifies to pray bj 
the Direction and Aſſiſtance of the Spirit. Jude 
20. But ye, beloved, building up your ſelves on your 
mol holy Faith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt. Rom. 


viii. 26. Likewiſe the Spirit alſo helpeth our Infir- 


mities : for we know not what we ſhould pray for as 
we ought : but the Spirit it ſelf maketh Interce(ſion for 
us with Groanings which cannot be uttered, Eph. vi. 
18. Praying always with all Prayer and Supplication 
in the Spirit, and watching, &c. So that praying 
by the Spirit is with the Aſiſtance of the Spirit, 
the inward Motions and Impulſes thereof, carry- 
ing forth our Affections with Zeal and Ferven- 


cy, farther than Nature enables them; and ſo the 


holy Spirit may be ſaid to be the Author of our 
Prayers, becauſe, he it is that cleanſes the 
Thoughts of the Heart, raiſes the Affections 
of the Soul, and ſanctifieth Soul and Body, 

to be a living Sacrifice acceptable to God. 
The Apoſtle witnefles that every adopted 
Child of GOD. hath the Promiſe of theſe 
Aſſiſtances of the Holy Ghoſt, that when he ap- 
plies his Heart to ſeek the Lord and call upon 
his Name, the holy Spirit by his Grace ena- 
bles him to make powerful Supplications with 
Sighs and Groans which cannot be uttered. 
Gal. iv. 6. And becauſe ye are Sons, God hath ſent 
forth the Spirit of his Seu into your Hearts, crying 
Abba, Father; | 
The Spirit of Prayer conſiſts in a fervent Ap- 
plication of the Mind to the thing deſired, 
and to God of whom we defire to obtain it. 
And God will as ſoon hear us when we draw 
near to him with Words of a publick Compo- 
ſure, as our own, if our Heart be equally preſent. 
Every good Chriſtian is not able ro conceive a 
Is H | Prayer 
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Prayer of his own, who yet can pray fervently 
and —_—_ by a Form. 
O 


And as for the public Prayers in a Congrega- 
tion, it's certainly much more reaſonable that 


the Miniſter ſhould be regulated by the Church, 


that x Cor. iv. 32. The Spirit of the Prophets 
ſhould be ſubjeft to the Prophets, than that the whole 
Congregation ſhould be #tinted by his private Spirit. 
In this great Affair the publick Worſhip, the 
Command of the Apoſtle ſhould take place. 
x Cor. xiv. 26. Let all things be dine to edifying. 
And certainly when a Congregation is well in- 
ſtructed in a well compoſed Liturgy, a Form of ſound 
Words ſuited to the feveral Parts of Chriſtian 
Worſhip, they. come before-hand prepared to 
joyn with their Tongues and Hearts, and ſuch 
Service is more properly their Common Supplica- 
tions, and the Prayers of every particular Perſon 
who joyns in them than the exterpore Prayers of 
the Miniſter, of which they know nothing till 
they hear them pronounced ; for if they heard 
them from him before, they become a Form, 
and then the Queſtion will not be if Set Forms 
are lawful, but which is the beft Form? that of the 
Charch, or this private Perſon. | 
To worſhip God in a Form of Prayer, is to a- 
gree be fore-hand what things are to be ſought 
of G O D, and in what manner we are to ſeek 
them, and if tuo or three have a Promiſe of being 
heard, how much more when the whole Church 
agrees in the Tame things? S. Marth. xviii. 19. 


Again, Tln uo you, bet if tuo of you ſhal age, 


on Earth, as touching any thing that they ſhall ask, 
it ſhall be done for. them of my Father. For where 
too or three die gathered, &c. 

| Such 


1 


Such a Service muſt be reaſenable, holy, and ac- 
ceptable, when the Church with whom Chriſt 
has promiſed that he will be preſent to the end of the 
World. S. Matth. xxviii, 20. provides (by the 


Aſſiſtance of his bleſſed Spirit) ſound Words, in- 


the uſe of which, the Heart is inflamed, and the 
Mind inſtructed, Such as the wiſe Preacher ad- 
viſes us to, Eccleſ. v. 1, 2. Keep thy Foot when 
thou goeſt into the Houſe of the Lord, and be more 
ready to hear than to give the Sacrifice of Fools, for 
they know not that they do Evil. Be not raſh with 
thy Mouth and let not thine Heart be haſty to utter 
any thing before God, for God is in Heaven, and thou 
upon Earth, therefore let thy Words be few. 

Experience ſhews us, that they who uſe ex- 
tempore Prayers tranſgreſs this Rule; and all the 
Pretences they make to the Spirit, are but ſo ma- 
ny Reproaches and Blaſphemies, if they make 
him the Author of ſuch incoherent Rhapſodies 
of Nonſenſe as they frequently vent. For, 

1. It is not to be ſuppoſed the Miniſter's 
Mind can be devoutly fixed on G O D, vhilſt 
his Imagination is racked in inventing what next 
to ſay; and to ſupply the defect of new Matter, 
the ſame thing is often ſought in different Words; 
the tremendous Name of GOD is frequently 
called on, to make up the Sentence, and pro- 
tract the Prayer; many: Tautulogies, frequent Re- 
petitions, frothy and dry Expreſſions, new and 
uncouth Phraſes, Cc. are made uſe of. 

2. The extempore Prayer, ſuch as it is, is a 


= Form to the People as I have before obſerved, a 


Firm they know not till they hear it, and there- 
fore not their Prayers but the Miniſters ; they 
have not ſo much as the Privilege of ſaying A 
men, they have not the Exerciſe of Tongues or 

. | Voice, 
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Voice, or any part in it, but that they heard it, 
but if the Miniſter's Voice was low, or they 
at a Diſtance, and a Word was loſt, all rhey 
can do is to give an implicite Aſſent to it; they 


pray, as he prayed; or they meant to pray, as 


he ſhould pray. , *. 

From this it follows, that the crude, raw, un- 
digeſted Notions of young, ignorant, or Wicked 
Perſons, being put in Place of Prayer, the 
Peeviſhneſs and Paſſions of Men being vented, 


amongſt many of them, wiſe Men are tempted 


to abhor the Sacrifice ; the Wicked are encoura- 
ged to Scoff and BlaſphEme, and the Sober and 
Well-diſpoſed. are diſappointed of the Comfort 
that attends drawing near to the LORD 
with a Devotion ſuitable to his Majeſt), and the 
Condition of Mankizd. 6 

Obj. But they object to us, that a School-boy, 
or any Perſon that can read well is able to read 
the Liturgy, and that this way of praying encou- 
rages Miniſters to be lazy. ; | 
' Anſwer. There are many other things for a 
Miniſter to do ( if he will diſcharge his Duty 
with a good Conſcience) beſides Studying to 
Pray. For, 

1. If he attains it by Study or Art, it is not 
praying by the Spirit, as the People are made to 
believe it is. | 

2. That any Perſon that can read well may be 
2 Minilter, does no more follow, than that e- 
very Perſon that can pray extempore, 1 which 


many amongſt them are ready enough) is fit to] 


miniſter amongſt them. A Butcher might have 
killed a Lamb or a Sheep under the Law, as well 
as the Prieſt, and this was no Diſparagement to 
a Prieſt then, no more is it now, that another 

can 
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can read as well as they; it being the Deſignati- - 

on and regular Ordination and Appointment to 
that Office that makes a Prieſt, and not Abilities 
alone: For Heb. v. 3. Nb man taketh this Honour 
to himſelf, but he that is called of God as was Aaron; 


and according to this divine Law, no Perſon a- 


mongſt the Diſſenters, ſo much as pretending to 
an extraordinary Call, and wanting the ordinary 
regular Succeſſion of Epiſcopal Ordination to the 
Miniſterial Office, no Sacerdotal Authority is 
found amongſt them, which makes their Wor- 
ſhip not only imperfect and unſuitable to the 
Dignity of the Chriſtian Religion, but Sinful and 
Schiſmatical, as I ſhall prove hereafter. 

Having now eſtabliſhed the Lawfulneſs and 
Expediency of Set Forms fram the Practice of 
the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Churches, from the holy 
Scriptures of the 0/d and New Teſtament, the Prac- 
tice of holy Men before Christ, from the Precept 
and Example of our Bleſſed Lord, and anſwered 
ſuch Objections as are uſually brought by the Ad- 
verſaries of Order and the Firm of Sound Words 
we are commanded to keep to; I ſhall proceed 
to ſhew- the unconteſted Practice of the Chri- 
ſtian Church from the Days of our Saviour to this 
preſent time. 

That the Chriſtian Church, generally in all 
Ages and Places hath made uſe of Publick and 
Set Forms of Prayers, appears by the Liturgies 
yet extant; whereof ſome bear the Names of the 
Apoſtles, as of St. James and St. Peter; ſome 
of the Greek Fathers, as St. Chryſoſtom and St. 
Baſil; ſome of the Latin Fathers, as St. Ambroſe, 
St. Gregory, and St. 1/fidore, as we may ſee from 
Egefippus, Juftin Martyr, Tertullian, the Laodicean 
and Mievitan Councils, & c. TheApoſtle St. James, 


from 
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from his Liturgy for the firſt Chriſtians at Jeruſa- fta 
lem, was called Liturgical ; the Latin Church Be 
takes her Liturgy from St. Peter, the ſame with 
that of St. Clement, which he hath in the Apo- Ch 
ſtolical Conſtitutions. St. Dionyſ. declares the cer 
Parts, Rites, and Ceremonies of the Liturgies in by 
thoſe times. St. Juſtin Martyr, St. Cyprian, St. CO! 
Epiphani, St. Cyr il of Jeruſalem, and others of thr 
thoſe primitive Times do mention the moſt prin- 10 
cipal Parts of this Liturgy, and the Liturgies of Hy, 
St. Ambroſe and St. Gregory are grounded on it. onl 
In the Greek Church the Liturgies of St. Baſil OP] 
and St. Chryſoſtom are now in uſe. Proclus Biſhop Ch 
of Conti antinople, An, 430. in his Book de tradi- It \ 
tione divine Liturgia, affirms that many imme- Chi 
diate Succeſſors of the Apoſtles did explain the and 
Myſteries of the Liturgy; amongſt others he ſtor 


names St. Clement, and tells us that St. Baſil the tha 
Great, about the Year 370 compiled his Litur- IM 
O, and about 30 Years after St. ChryſofFom pub- "2 
liſhed his. He treats largely of both, affirming 7M 


*alſo, that as St. Baſil did rather contract the | 
precedent Liturgies, ſo St. ChryſofFom did con- # t 
tract or abbreviate St. Bafil's for the Eaſe of I. © 
the People, and that both did take their Plat- a 
form from what they had received from the Apo- thet 
files and their Succefſors. And the ſaid Proclus, (b)" 
who lived but 30 Years after St. Chryſoſtom, ex- 


pounds every Part of them, and ſhews that they OM 
were not newly invented, but that whatever was n 
found in the Subſtance, Rites, Ceremonies, or Tl 
Parts of them, was alſo to be found in the o- | 
ther Writings of the ſame Holy Fathers, The 4h 
like has been done by Michael Syugelius, J. Da- (a 
maſcenns, Marcus Ephefinns, S. Germanus Bithop of Don 


Con- 


. 
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fantinople, Nichol. Cabafilas, Maximus, Cardinal 
BeſJarion, &c. Ke, | 

The Liturgy of St. Mark is made uſe of in the 
Church of Alexandria to this very time, on ſome 
certain Days. The Liturgy of St. James is cited 
by the General Council in Trulb, Tewdtrth, to 
confute that Error . of the Armenians ( who 
through a Miſtake of ſome Words of St. Chry/o- 
Hom, wherein he condemns the Hereſy of the 
Hydroparastatz who adminiſtred the Eucharis? 
only in Water) were accuſtomed to hold the 
oppoſite Extreme, and. adminiſter an unming/ed 
Chalice only Wine. The Council declares, that 
it was the Cuſtom of Holy Chryſoſtom in his own 
Church, to celebrate in the mixe Cup of Wine 
and Water, according to the conſentient Cu- 
ſtom of the whole Catholick Church, and ſays, 
that © James, the Brother of our Lord Christ, 
according to the Fleſh, to whom the Epiſco- 
4 pal Throne of the Church of Jeruſalem was 
committed, and Baſil, the Biſhop of Cæſaria, 
who was famous all over the World, had in 
their ſeveral Liturgies taught and preſcribed 


that Vine and Water were to be mixed in -the Sa- 


ce cred Cup tor the Euchariftick Sacrifice. (a) That 
the Council of Carthage had decreed the ſame thing. 
(b)Then the Council proceeds to Euatt, (c) That 
if any Biſhop or Prieſt does not adminiſter ac- 
* cordding to the ApoiZles Appointment, and docs 
not mix Water with the Wine when he offers 
the immaculare Sacrifice, he ſhould be depoſed, 


— 
„ 


(a) Vid. Concil. Labb. & Coſſart. Tom. 6 1186, 
1157. (b) Concil. Carthag. 111. Can. 24. An. 
Dom. 397. (c) Ibid. Tom. 2. p. 1169. 

one 
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©« 45 one that makes an imperfe& Repreſentas 
< tion of the Myſtery, .and- innovates upon 
© what was delivered. 3 

St. Cyril, (a) Biſhop of Jeruſalem, Ann. 350. 
who had been at the Firſt General Council of 
Nice, gives us an Abſtract of the Liturgy then in 
uſe, which was that of St. James before cited. 
* Therefore do we recite this Seraphick The- 
. ology delivered to us, that in that czleſtial 
« Hymhody we may communicate with the 


cc Heavenly Hol, and thus by ſuch kind of 


* Hymns ſanctifying our ſelves, we pray the 
* moſt benign God, that he will ſend out his 
« Holy Spirit upon the propoſited Elements, 
© that it may make the Bread the Body of Chriſt, 
and the Wine the Blood of Chriſt, For certain- 
© ly, whatever the Holy Spirit doth touch, it 
« js ſanctified and changed. Then after that 
<* ſpiritual Sacrifice, that unbloody Worſhip is 
c“ done (that is, after Conſecration and Oblation, 
« in Commemoration of the Paſſion of Chriſt) over 
© that very Hoſt of Propitiation do we obſecrate 


Gad for the common Peace of the Churches; 


e for the Tranquillity of the World, for Kings, 
* for their Armies and Confederates, for the 
« Sick and Afflicted, and in fine for all who 
© need help. We commemorate alſo thoſe who 
have fallen aſleep before us. Firſt the Patri- 
* archs, Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, that 
God at their Prayers and Deprecations would ac- 
cept ours. Then we pray for the Holy Fa- 
* thers and Biſhops deceaſed ; and laſtly for al 


cc 


cc 


cc 


* IS - 


(a) Cateches. Myſtagog. 5. 


be 


who are deceaſed amongſt us, believing it to 


D622 g. 0 


cc he a very great Help to the Souls, for whom 
« the Obſecration of that tremendous Sacrifice, 
« which is placed on the Altar, is offered. 

I have been the longer in this Quotation, be- 
cauſe it ſo fully repreſents the Liturgy of the An- 


tients at that time; agreeable to which the Li- 


turgies of this preſent time ought to be examin- 
ed and reformed. 

St. Jerom ſpeaking of the Amen of the antient 
Chriſtians, ſays that it was ſo unanimous and 
loud that it repreſented Thunder (ad fimilitudi- 
nem Cæleſtis tonitrui AME N reboat.) Auſonius 
ſays, they did the ſame in King David's Pſalms. 


Conſona quem celebrant modulati carmina David, 
Et reſponſuris fecit Aera vocibus Amen. 


The celebrated Hiſtorian Socrdtes (a) gives 
us a very remarkable Account of. the Inſtitution 
of ſinging Pſalms or Hymns alternately in the 
Church. That Ignatius the third Biſhop of Antioch 
c after St. Peter (by whoſe Hands he was made 
« a Biſbop) ſaw a Viſion of Angels alternately 
« ſinging Pſalms and Hymns of Praiſe to the 
« Glory of the ſacred Trinity, and therefore 
did preſcribe to his Church of Autioch this 
« Frm and Manner of praiſing God, which 
« he had thus ſeen in the Viſion; from whence 
ce the ſame Cuſtom came to be received in all o- 
© ther Churches. This Holy and Apoſtolicat 
« Biſhop ſuffered Martyrdom at Rome in the 
« third Perſecution under Trajan, A. 107. be- 
ing torn by wild Beaſts in the Amphitheater. 


— 


la) Hiſt. Eccl. 8 6. cap. 8. 


„He 


380 ? 
He was ſtiled Theophorus, and calls himſelf fo 
in his Epiſtles, as is ſuppoſed, becauſe he was 

* that little Child mentioned in the Goſpel, 
** which Chriſt took up in his Arms, when he 
would teach his Diſciples Humility, by the 
© low Character of Childhood. He was famili- 
© arly converſant with the Apoſtles, and nouriſh- 
** ed up together with them; and by (a) Ori- 
© gen, (b) Iraneus, (c) St Chryſoſtom, (d) Theo- 
© doret, and all the Fathers eſteemed as a moſt 
Divine and Apoſtolical Perſon, of extraordina- 
* ry Zeal, vaſt Charity, and moſt clear Apprehen- 
* for: of divine Things, Devout and Religious e- 
c ven to a Miracle. 

I thought it proper to give my Reader this 
Account of holy Anatius, that as his Authority 
has been ever of great Weight in the Chriſtian 
Church, next to the Canonical Scriptures, ſo it 
may have a proportionable Influence and Regard 
in this Controverſy, and that of Epiſcopacy, 
where I ſhall have occaſion to uſe it. 

St. Hippolitus, Biſhop and Martyr, who ſuffer- 
ed A. 230. in his Book concerning Antichriſt, 


makes the Abolition of Liturgies a Mark of An. 


tichriſt, and conſequent of his Coming; for he 
ſays, © Then Churches ſhall be made like Sta- 
ce bles ; the precious Body and Blood of Chriſt 
& ſhall not be had; Liturgies ſhall be extinguiſh- 
« ed; the ſinging of Pſalms ſhall ceaſe; the 
reading of the Scripture ſhall not be heard, 
cc Ce. | 


— 


(a) Hom. 6. in Luc. (b) Lib. 5. adv. Hæreſ. 
c. 28. (c) In Ignat. encom. Tom. 5. Edit. Savil. 


p. 499. (d) Dialog. 1. 


St. 
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St. Cyprian, the famous Biſhop of Carthage, 
who ſuftered Martyrdom, A. D. 260. De Orat. 


Dom. Ser. 8, ſays, © We have a common and 
4 publick Prayer for all the People. 
Cardinal Bona, and Caſſander, give us a large 


Account of Liturgies, of the Ambroſian uſed at 


Milan, the Mozarabick uſed in Spain, and that 


Part of France called Gaia Narbonenfis, I am 


told the Mozarabick is uſed in ſome particular 
Churches in the City of Toledo at this Day. 
Dr. Lloyd, late Biſhop of Worceſter, in his Hiſto- 


rical Account of the Church Government of Bri- 


tain, mentions their having the Liturgy called 
Curſus Gallorum of St. Maitin Biſhop of Tours 


in Fance, who died 401. That Ninian ſaw St. 
Martin in his Journey to Rome, and lived ſome- 
time with him ; he afterwards introduced his 
Diſcipline into Scor/and and England, where Ve- 
nerable Bede tells us there was an old Church 
at Canterbury dedicated to St. Martin, whilſt the 


Romans lived in Britain. Adamn. in vita Columb.. 


ſays, he brought his Monaſeick Inſtitution into the 
Ile of Hy, where in the Sunday Offices there 
was wont to be a Prayer in Commemoration of 
St. Martin. That this Galorum Curſus was uſed 
every where in Britain. Vid. Uſer. de Primord. 
Eccl. Brit. p. 3433. 

I might-adduce a great many Teſtimonies to 
prove the uſe of Liturgres in latter Ages, but 
this being acknowledged by our Adverſaries, 
we ſhall now Sum up the Evidence, that it may 
appear whether I have ſufficiently proved what 


1 undertook, viz. That the Church of God in 


all Ages had Liturgies or Set Forms of Prayer, 
&c. which they made uſe of in their publick Worſhip. 
That the Jews/b _—_ had ſuch I have pro- 

| 2 ved 


[6] 
ved from the Old Teſtament, and from the New 


that the Church in our Saviour's time had ſuch ; 
and for the Ages immediately following, eſteem- 


ed moſt pure, I have brought the Teſtimonies 
of molt holy Biſhops and Martyrs who lived in . 


them : So that according to the famous Golden 
Rule of (a) Vincentius Lyrinenfis, being always, eve- 
ry where, and conſtantly uſed, they have all thoſe 
Qualifications that are neceflary to eſtabliſh a 
Truth, and ſuch as nothing but a Schiſmatical 
Oppolition to Orthodoxy and good Order can 
contradict. Have we any better Authority ab 
extra for the Scriptures, to diſtinguiſh thoſe 


that are Canonical from ſuch as are not, but the - 


Teſtimony of the Church ? Was it not by the 
Evidence of the Fathers that our firſt Reformers 
placed ſuch Books in the 'Claſs of Apocryphal, as 
had not the Qualification of others ? St. Hierom 
ſays, Hac ſunt que Patres intra Canonem concluſe- 
runt, theſe are the Writings which the Fa- 
thers have concluded within the Canon : And 
Ruff, Hæc nobis a patribus tradita, theſe 
are delivered to us by the Fathers. If the Te- 
ſtimouy of the Fathers was of ſuch Prevalence in 
ſo great a Matter as to ſettle (primarily at 
leaſt) the Canon of Scripture, upon which the 
Christian Religion ſo much dependeth, I think it 
ought to have the ſame Weight in the preſent 
Controverſy and all others, where this Rule of 
Univerſality, Antiquity, and Conſent can take 
lace. | 
l To the ſame purpoſe is the Rule given by 
(b) St. Augustin. We are not to doubt, or 


— — 


— 


(a) Cont. Hzref. 1.1, cap. 1. (b) Lib. 7. contra Donat. 
call 


cc 
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te call in Queſtion thoſe things which tho 


ce whole Church thro'out the World doth uſe; 


. © for to diſpute whether ſuch things ought to 


© be done, is moſt inſolent Madneſs.” And St. 
Damaſcen. © What Chriſtian Religion void of 
Error doth admit, and firmly hold for ſo ma- 
* ny Ages, by no means is to be eſteemed 
* vain, bur profitable, pleaſing to God, and 
* yery much conducing to our Salvation. 

And thus I hope I have proved what I under- 
took, according to the foregoing Rules, and ſhall 
now draw theſe neceſſary Conclufrons from the 


Premiſſes. (r.) That Set Forms of Prayer are 


ſo far from being unlauful, that they have both 
Divine and Aposfolical Authority for them. (2.) 


That Ser Forms of Prayer are no part of Popery, 
except Popery be a general Term for all Religi- 


on, Jewiſh and Chriſtian, Natural and Revealed. 
(3.) That the Reaſons which made them ar firſt 
neceſſary, continue to be of equal Force now, Viz. 
That the Prayers of the Unskilful might be as perfect 
as thoſe of the moſt Eloquent. I may add another, 
that thoſe unguarded, nay even unchriſtian Peri- 
tions, too frequently uſed in publick Worſhip, 
might be prevented. | 
In the Account I have given of the Engliſh Li- 
turgy in the foregoing Letter, I have not ſaid any 
thing of the Fir#? Liturgy compoſed in the begin- 
ning of King Edward the VIth's Reign, which 
in all its Parts is defenſible againſt the Charge 
of Popery, as might be ſhew'd if there were 
Occaſion. The Book being very ſcarce, and in 
the Hands only of a few, I have thought pro- 
er to take ſome Notice of it here, at leaſt in 
ome conſiderable Points, wherein it differs 
from the Second now uſed, and thereby it will 


appear, 


[ 62 ] 
appear, how careful the Compilers of the Second 
were, to have it purged of every thing that 
could be complain'd of to look like Popery, ex- 
pecting hereby to ſatisfy the moſt ſcrupulous 
render Conſciences; and in theſe Compliances 


it's probable they went too far from the Stan- 


dard of Antiquity, and farther than the Pra- 
&ice of the Primitive Church would bear them 
out. However it may be ſaid, if the Defign was 
good, the Efect was not anſwerable. 

In general, the Difference between King Ed- 
ward's Firs? Liturgy, and the preſent, conſiſts in 
many Things very material, as mixing Water 
with the Euchariſtick Wine; making the Sign 
of the Croſs in the Conſecration, with an Invo- 
cation of the Holy Ghoſt; to make the Bread and 
Wine the Body and Blood of Chriſt, in which the 
Eſſence of Conſecration ſeems to conſiſt. And 
therefore the Judicious Compilers of our Scots 
Liturgy, 163 6. reſtored thoſe Words, and ſome 
other Things in the Communion Office, which 
the preſent Engliſh Liturgy ſeems to want; as 
chiefly the making an Q#/ation of the Sacrifice 
after it is duly conſecrated, and that before the 
Participaticn or Communion of the Faithful. The 
Words of Diſtribution · are Primitive, without tlie 
additional Form of Commemoration, which too 
much favours the Sacramentarſan Doctrine. This 
is likewiſe reſtored in our Scots Liturgy. In the, 
Office of Baptiſm, according to King Edward's 
Firſt Liturgy, Exorciſm is uſed, and the Infant 
is anointed atter dipping thrice, and has the Chry- 
fom or white Garment put upon it. The Biſhop 


is to roſs the confirmed Perſon in the Forehead. 


Bracelets and Jewe's are given in Matrimony, as 
Tokens of Eſpouſage, and the married Perſons 
| bleſſed 
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bleſſed with the Sign of the Croſs. The ſick Per- 
ſon, upon Deſire, is to be anointed in the Fre- 


head and Breaſt. The Prieſt to caſt Earth upon 


the Corps in burying. the Dead, and to recom- 
mend his Soul to God. The churched Woman 
was to offer up her Chryſom, and kneeling, croſ- 
ſing, holding up of Hands, knocking upon the 
Breaſt, and other Poſtures, are permitted to be 
uſed, or left, as every Man's Devotion ſerveth, 
without Blame. 

Thus ſtood the Firſt Liturgy, in theſe and ma- 
ny other Particulars, much more agreeable to 
the Primitive Standard than the preſent ; and thus 
it might have continued, if the pragmarical 
meddling of Foreigners had not defac'd its Beau- 
ty; Foreigners! whoſe Influence has ever been 
pernicious to our Affairs both in Church and 
Stare. The Marks of Zuinglian and Calviniſtick 
Practices yet remaining, too deeply impreſſed 
on our Solemn Offices, ſave me the Trouble of 
farther Proofs in this Particular : Could we but 
ſo. eaſily vindicate our Liturgy from too much 
ſymbolizing with their own Novelties, as from 
their falſe and reproachful Charge of Popery, we 
ſhould have leſs Occaſion to make Appeals to 
the one, or Apologies to the other, But when 
they have been gratify'd to the utmoſt, and 
have by Force and Fraud obtain'd more than 
in Reaſon they ſhould have asked, or for Reli- 
— ſhould have been given, when no Conde- 
cenſion can gain on their inveterate Habit of 
Obſtinacy, what remains but to ſecure the Sa- 
cred Munition of Truth, by making the Out- 
works ſtronger, abandoning no more Catholick 
Doctrines to bribe their Compliance, no longer 
making a Complement of the Deciſions of * 

cils, 
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trivial, and inſigni ficant, Matters of Cuſtom, ot 


[ 64 ] 


cils, and the conſentient Practice of the Church, to 
gain an uncertain Peace at the Hazard or Ex- 
pence of Truth, but following the Command of 


the GOD of Truth by his Prophet, Zech. viii. 


16. Theſe are the Things that ye ſhall do, ſpeak ye 


every Man the Truth to his Neighbour, execute the 


Judgment of Truth and Peace in your Gates, and 
2 * Love the Truth and Peace. And it's the 
Saying of a Wiſe Man, Peace without Truth is 
but a Truce with Error. : 

That ſome Truths of very great Importance 
were ſacrificed, on the Review of the Firſt Li- 
turgy, to court, and gain, if poſſible, the moſt 
ſcrupulous (fo he were ſincere) is plain from the 
ſhort Compariſon I have made above of the Firſ 
and Second Liturgies ; and tho” our Adverſaries 
cannot but know, that all theſe Things were 

iven up to pleaſe them, to bring them into good 

emper, and eſtabliſh an Alliance for farther 
propagating the Work of Reformation, yet ſince 
they are willing to forget the Obligation, and 
make the unthankful Return of Clamours of Po 
pery ſtill, it may not be amiſs in this Place to 
ſhew them, that the Things laid aſide were not 


Ceremony, much leſs Corruption and Error, but 
that they were of a Sacred Nature, pertaining 
not only to the Decency, but Eſſence of Religion 
and eſtabliſh'd by the conſentient Teſtimony of th 
Church in all Ages; many of them ſuch as hay: 
Apoſtolical . Tradition for their Pra&ice, and arc 
found as early in the Records of Antiquity, at 
any of thoſe Things we eſteem the Fundamental 
of our Faith ; for as St. Auguſtin * excellent) 


* Contra Donar. C. 24. ; 
defines 


lent!) 


efines 


defines, That which hath been believed by the whole 
vifible Church of God, and whereof no firſt beginning 
can be known fince the Apoſtles, is preſumed to have 
been firſt taught by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles. 
And firſt, the Belief of a real and propitiatory 
Sacrifice in, the Holy Euchariſt, has been the 
Faith of the Church in all Ages, according to the 
Prophecy that went before of the Evange- 
lical Church, Mad. i. 11. From the riſing of the Sun 
even unto the going down of the ſame, my Name 
ſhall be great among the Gentiles, and in every place 
Incenſe ſball be offered unto my Name, and a pure 
Offering, for my Name ſhall be great among the Hea- 
then, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. It's the concurrent 
Judgment of all the Fathers, that this Text re- 
ſpects the Sacrifice of the Altar, and accordingly 
they expound 4ſaiah Ixvi. 21. where the Evan- 
gelical Prophet ſpeaks of bringing in of the Gen- 
tiles, I will take of them for Prieſts, and for Levites, 
ſaith the Lord, to ſignify a Prieſthood endued with 
Power from the great High-Prieſt, to make an 
Oblation of this —_— Thus Eraſmus tran- 
ſlates Act. xiii. 2. Atspysllov, ſacrificantibus, as 
the Apoſtles were ſacrificing to the Lord ; and 
by the way we may take notice, that this Tram 
ſlation was appointed to be provided in all Pa- 
riſh Churches after the Reformation, for the in- 
ſtruction of the People, which is an Argument 
of the Reputation it then had amongſt us. And, 
2. That thoſe who endeavour'd to deſtroy the 
Notion of a Sacrifice, did alſo lay aſide the 
Word Prieſt, as relative to, and inſignificant 
without it, and in place thereof ſubſtituted the 
Word Miniſter, which is the Latin and Engliſh of 
Deacon, the loweſt Order of the Clergy amongſt 
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If it ſhould be here objected, That there is 
mention of a Sacrifice and Oblation in the Second 
Liturgy. Firſt in the Prayer for Chriſt's Church, 
wherein we beſeech God to accept our Alms 
and Dblations (if we have made any) and 
again, in the Poſe Communion, We beſtech thee 
to accept this our Sacrifice of Pzaiſe and Thankl⸗ 
giving. It is plain that neither of theſe have 
reſpect to the proper Evangelical Sacrifice, which 
it's preſum'd we deſign then to commemorate in 
Union with the whole Church of Chriſt : For theſe 
are not the New Sacrifice or Pure Offering pro- 
phecy'd of; theſe are ſuch Sacrifices as Men 
have been taught both by natural and reveaF'd 
Religion to offer ; Tythes and Oblations were 
both before and under the Law, Fews and Hea- 
thens paid theſe Acknowledgments to the Al- 
mighty Sovereign of Heaven and Earth; and 
where Chriſtianity is not yet known, ſuch Dona- 
tives are made at this Day. The Lay Chriſtian, 
in his Cloſet, is bound to make a daily Offering 
of himſelf to GOD's Service, and to conſume 
his own Self-will and Affections, as a Holocauſt to 
the Praiſe of his Grace ; and every one, accord- 
ing to his Ability, is bound to do good, and di- 
ſeribute to the Wants of his Fellow-Creatures, 
tor that God is pleaſed with ſuch Sacrifices, Bur 
theſe fall infinitely ſhort of that Sacrifice which 
| GOD prepar'd for himſelf, that, in and through 

which, the others have Merit and Acceptance 
with him. What are our Alms and Oblations, 
but a little of that Abundance which he him- 
ſelf gives us? What are our Souls, but the 
ſinful Inhabitants of Fleſh ? And our Bodies, but 
polluted Tabernacles ; both leſs innocent, and 
conſequently leſs fit for an Offering to the _ 
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lieſt of Holies, than a Lamb or a Dove ? The 
Chriſtian Sacrifice then, as it is the Inſtitution 
of Chriſt the Son of God, the Sacrifice of that moſt 
bleſſed Body which was aſſumed into one Perſon 
with GOD himſelf, muſt be more tranſcendin 

and excellent- than all that went before, which 
were but Figures, Types and Shadows, of what 
it is the Subſtance and Antitype. It is not then 
the internal Sacrifice, which every Chriſtian is 
bound to offer, by the Spiritual Prieſthood he par- 
takes in V.irtue of the Myſtical Union with 
Chriſt his Head; theſe are the Conditions, Qua- 
lifications, and Concomitants of a worthy Of- 
ferer : but it conſiſts in doing what Chriſt ap- 
pointed and authoriſed his Miniſters to do, when 
he ſaid, Do this in Commemoration of me; and, 
As often as ye eat this, &. The Apoſtle St. 
Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, ſheweth the 
Tranſlation of the Church, the Change of Sacri- 
fret, and the Appointment of a more honoura- 
ble Prieſthood, in regard of the more excellent 
Sacrifice of the Evangelical Diſpenſation ; and 
particularly Chap. xiii. 10. We have an Al⸗ 
tar (a), whereof they have no Power to eat who 
ſerve the Tabernacle : This cannot be reſtrained 
to ſignify the Croſs in a metaphorical Senſe, for 
the Particle (have) denotes ſomething preſent, 
and oppoſed to the Tabernacle, as ( eating) is 
here oppoſed to the real and proper eating of the 
Je us at their Legal Saerifices. And ſpeaking of 
the Frieſthood, Chap. v. he ſays, Every High- 
Prieſt taken from among Men, is ordained for 12 
in Things pertaining to GOD, that he may offer both 
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Gifts and Satrifices for Sins. And uo Man ta- 
keth this Honour to himſelf, but he that is called of 
God. Ac (taketh) in the preſent Tenſe, 
agreeable to which the Words are ſtill uſed 
againſt thoſe who ſacritegiouſly uſurp the Prieſts 
Office ; and as the Sexſe of Scripture is beſt found 
amongſt the early, Writers, ſo we may ſee all 
the primitive Fathers agreeing in this Doctrine of 
Sacrifice and Prieſthood, which CHRIST hath 
appointed to continue in his Church till his Second 
Coming ; they ſpeak of them in the moſt ſub- 
lime and lofty Terms. St. Clement calls the Ho- 
ly. Euchariſt. the Myſtery of the New Teſtament. 
St. Irenans calls it the New Oblation of the- New 
Teſtament. St. Cyprian, the pure Oblation of the 
New Offering iu the New Lau; the vital and un- 
polluted Hoſt, the honourable and dreadful Sa- 
crifice, the Sacrifice. of Euchariſt or Thankſgi- 
ving : In fine, a Sacrifice which ſucceeds all the 
Sacrifices of the Old Law, and comprehends 
all Difference of Sacrifices. Both he and Ter- 
tullian uſually call it a Sacrifice and Oblation, and 
Dominicum, i. e. our Lord's Sacrifice. St. Cyril 
calls it- the Holy, Unbloody, and Life-giving 
Sacrifice in the Church. So St. Epiphanius, St. 


Hierom, St. Chryſoſtome,, and St. Auguſtin ſpeak of 


it as a Myſtery full of Wonder, with moſt high 
Elogies of Praiſe and Admiratioͤn. 

So likewiſe the Fathers ſpeak of the Prieſts of 
the Evangelical Law as of Perſons ordained to 
offer this Sacrifice. 


St. Inatius the Martyr (b) ſays, That it is | 


* not lawful to offer or make Sacrifice without 
* the Biſhop, i. e. without his Leave. 
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St. Juſtin Martyr, (e) © God does not re- 
& ceive Hoſts from any one, but from his 
* Prieſts, in whom CHRIST JESUS did give 
Aus all Sacrifices, which are done in his Name; 
© that is, in the Euchariſt of the Bread and the 
* Cup, which Chriſtians offer in all Places. 

St. Cypr. (d) © As JESUS CHRIST our 
e LORD and GOD, the High-Prieſt, did 
be firſt offer himſelf a Sacrifice to his Father, and 
e command this to be done in his Commemo- 
e ration, ſo the Prieſ truly executes CHRIS T's 
« Place, and imitating that which CHRIST 
te did, offers the true and perfect Sacrifice in 
© the Church to G OD the Father, in doin 
te according to what he has ſeen CHRIST 
C JESUS to offer. And elſewhere, (e) © Cer- 
te tainly the Prieſt holds truly the Place of 
« CHRIST, who doth that which JESUS 
* CHRIST did, and then offers the true 
* andentire Sacrifce to GOD the Father in 
the Church, Go. | 

The Holy Fathers in the Firſt Council of 
Nice, A. D. 325. (f) I is reported to the Coun- 
eil, that in ſome Places and Cities the Deacons ad- 
miniſter the Sacrament to Prieſts : Neither Rule nor 
Cuſtom hath deliver d, that thoſe who have not Pow- 


er to offer Sacrifices, ſhould give it to them who offer 


Chriſt's Body. 

The Third Council of Carthage hath this Ca- 
non (g) ; © In the Sacrament of the Body and 
*© Blod of our Lord, nothing more is to be of- 
& fered, than what our Lord himſelf hath de- 


(e) Dialog. cum Tryph. (d) Epiſt. 63. (e) Lib. 2. 
Ep. 3. (f) Can. Fs © Can. 24. 3 
„ liver'd, 
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ce ljverd, that is, Bread, and Wine mixed with 
ce Water; no more is to be offered in the Sacri- 
cc fices, but of the Grape and Wheat. 
I ſhall conclude this Head with the Words of 
the learned Biſhop Sparrow, in his Rationale, of 


the Word Prieſt. © Beſides theſe Spiritual Sa- 
ce crifices mentioned, the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
cc have another Sacrifice to offer, viz. the unbloody 
ce Sacrifice, as it was anciently called, the Com- 
« memorative Sacrifice of the Death of CHRIST; 
« which does as really and truly ſhew forth the 
* Death of CHRIST, as thoſe Sacrifices under 
ce the Law did foreſhew it; and in reſpe& of 
« this Sacrifice of the Euchariſt, the Antients 
* have uſually call'd thoſe that offered it up 
« Prieſts, And if Melchized.ch was called a 
« Prieſt (as he is often by St. Paul to the 
& Hebrews) who yet had no other Sacrifice that 
« we read of, but that of Bread and Wine, why 
« may not they, whoſe Office it is to bleſs the 
« People, as Melchizedech did, and beſides that 
« to offer that Holy Bread and Wine, the Body 
« and Blood of Chris, of which his Bread and 
Miine was at the moſt but a Type, be as truly 
and without Offence call'd Prieſts alſo ? 

I have been the longer on this, as it is of the 
greateſt Concernment to the moſt principal Part 
of our religious Worſhip ; the unbloody Sacrifice of 
the Altar being the Mean, by which the bloody 
Sacrifice on the Croſs, which was offered for the 
Sins of the whole World, is particularly apply'd 
to every one of the Faithful fe their Salvation. 
And our Pious Reformers ſhew'd great Regard to 
this, when they enjoyn'd the Celebration of it 
by ſuch a Form, as the Liturgies of all Churches 
and Ages agree in, as the Eſential of Holy 
Worſhip ; 
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Worſhip ; that is, by invocating the Holy Ghoſt 
to make the ELEMENTS the Body and Blood 
of CHRIST, and afterwards making a Solemn 
Oblation of this Sacrifice to G O D, obſecrating 
and beſeeching him, by the Merits of CHRIST's 
Death, which we then commemorate, to accept 
our Perſous and Service, to give us Remiſſion of 
our Sins, and Life Eternal; and making Inter- 
ceſſions at the ſame time for the whole Church, 
the myſtical Body of CHRIST, both for the 
Living, and for the Faithful that reſt in Hope. 
By what evil Influence this primitive Form 
came to be mutilated, and the Prayer of Oblation 
placed after the Diſtribution, it is not my Buſi- 
neſs to determine; but that it has been Matter 
of moſt ſerious Regret, to all that have made 
due Reflection on ſuch Defects, is plain by what 
has been ſaid by the moſt eminent Writers in 
all Times ſince. I ſhall give one Inſtance which 
comes full home to the Point, and that from 
the Learned and Judicious Mr. Thorndike (h), 
where he ſays, © It is no ſound Part of GOD's 
« Church, that obſerves not the Laws of the 
* whole Church; and that if the Euchariſt be 
* not conſecrated by the Means, by which the 
Church from the beginning hath always couſe- 
« crated it, it is not celebrated in the Unity of 
CHRIS T's Church. And a little after, 
* That the Words of Iaſtitution are not operator y 
« in changing the Elements into the Body and Blood 
« of CHRIST, but that it is to be executed, 
« and always hath been, by the A4 of the 
© Church, upon GOD's Word of Inſtitution, 
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te praying that the Holy Ghoſt coming down upon the 


&« preſeut Elements, may make them the Body and 
« Blood of CHRIST. & 

The Mixture of Water with the Euchariſtick 
Wine, as it's enjoyn'd by the Firſt Liturgy, is 
alſo agreeable to the Practice of the whole 
Church, always and every where. It is gene- 
rally held to be an Apoſtolical Tradition. 
St. Irenams, St. Fuſtia Martyr, St. Hierom, St. 
Chryſoſtom, St. Auguſtin, St. Cyprian, all of them 
bear Teſtimony to the Uſe and Tradition of it. 
St. Clement (i) Mindful of thoſe Things which he 
(CHRIST) hath ſuffered for us, we fulfil his 
Ordinance : For in the Night wherein he was be- 
tray d he took Bread, &c. and in like manner min- 

ling the Chalice with Wine and Water, and 
27 it, he gave it to his Diſciples. 

St. Opr. (k) Dominica ſervetur Traditio. That 
the Traditions of our Lord may be obſerved. 
He ſhews the myſtical Signification of it 
When the Water is mingled with the Wine in the 
Cup, the People are united to JESUS CHRIST; 
and the Multitude of Believers are gathered together, 
and joyned to him; in whom they believe. This 
Conjunction and Mixture of Water and Wine in 
the Cup of our LORD is ſo done that it cannot be 
Separated, to fignify that nothing can ſeparate the 
Church from CHRIST, &c. 

The Mixture of Vine and Water then is an 
expreſs Symbol of the Union that Chriſtians 
have, or may have with CHRIST, it.being 
the Deſign and Nature of this Sacrifice, to unite 
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our Souls to God. And it is expreſſive and 
ſignificant of our Saviour's Paſſion, as it re- 
preſents the Blood and Water that lowed from 
his Side when it was pierced with a Spear ; and 
therefore in the Greek Church, the Prieſt pour- 
ing in both the Vine and the Vater at the ſame 
time into the Chalice, pronounceth theſe Words, 
And forthwith iſſued out Blood and Water, St. Joh. 
xix. 34. To this purpoſe St. Chryſoſt. (a) That 
which is in the Chalice is that which flowed from his 
Side, And St. Aug, (b) Take this in the Bread 
which hung on the Croſs ; take that in the Cup which 
flowed from the Side of CHRIST. The Myſtery 
is certainly better repreſented in a mixt than an 
unmixt Cup, and the uninterrupted Practice of 
the Church, built upon Apoſtolical Tradition and 
Precept, as the forementioned Council did de- 


termine, ſeems to argue moſt ſtrongly for it. 


In the HFrit Liturgy, in the Action of Conſe- 
cration, the Elements were ſigned with the Croſs ; 
and why ſigning with the Croſs ſhould be retain- 
ed in Baptiſm, and omitted in the other Sacra- 
ment, I cannot apprehend, the Practice for the 
one being as Antient as for the other, from the 
moſt early Times. St. Cyprian (c) faith, The 
Church doth all the SACRA MENTS by Virtue 
of the CROSS; nothing can be ſanctiſied, nothing 
conſecrated without the Croſs. And St. Chryſoſtom, 
(d) All Things which conduce to our Salvation are 
conſummated by the Croſs : For when we are regene- 


rated (Baptized) the Croſs of our Lord is preſent, 
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(a) Hom. 24. in 1 Corinth. (b) Serm. ad Neo- 
phytos. (e) Lib. de Bapt, (d) Hom. 55. in xvi. 
Matth. : 

L when 
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ubhen ue are nouriſhed with the Holy Food | i. e. the 
| Euchariſt | when we are, Cc. 
St. Aug. (e) What is the Sign of CHRIST, 
© which all know, but the Croſs of Chriſt? With- 
* out which Sign, either in the Forehead of the 
* Bclievers, or in the Water wherein they are 
« baptized, or in the Oy! with which they are 
* anointed, or in the Chriſm when they are con- 


* firmed, or in the Sacrifice, whereby we are fed, 


* nothing of them 1s rightly done. 

L ſhall add one Teſtimony more out of Tertul- 
lian (f), Caro fignatur ut anima muniatur, which 
deſcribes the Practice of the Chriſtians of his 
Time; © We en our Foreheads with the Sign 
* of the Croſs at our Progreſs and Motion, at 
** our going forth and coming in, at our put- 
ting on our Cloaths and Shoes, at waſhing 
* our Hands, at Table, at the coming of the 
* Lights, going to our Beds, and fitting down, 
* and to whatſoever we turn our ſelves. 
| TI might add a great many Teſtimonies out 
of the early Fathers, St. Ignatius, St. Juſtin Martyr, 
Origen, St. Cyril of Jeruſalem, Euſebius in the 
Life of Conſtantine, &c. who all bear witneſs to 
the religious Uſe of the Sign of the Croſs, as the 
Chriſtians Trophy againſt the Power of the 
Prince of this World, but ſhall forbear it; the 
Enſigns and Banners under which we fight, the 
Diadems and Coins of all Chriſtian Princes bear 
witneſs to the conſtant Uſe of it; I hope there 
are none ſo fond of Contradiction, as to give up 
tnoſe early Ages in which it was practiſed for 
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Times of Poperp, or to aſſert that Conſtantine 
the rſt Chriſtian Emperor, who extirpated I 
latry, did only change it, and introduce ano- 
ther, when he ſet up that Salutary Sign in all 
Parts of his Dominions. 

In the Firſe Liturgy, -both in the Euchariſtick 
Service, and Office for Burial of the Dead, they 
made a Commemoration of Saints, and prayed in 
ſome proper Forms for the Souls of the Faithſul 
deceaſed ; which Commemoration was again 
brought in, on the Review after the REST0- 
RATION; but the reſtraining Clauſe of Mili- 
tant on Earth was left, which little favoured this 
Commemoration, and manifeſtly excluded the 


Catholick Practice of Prayers for our Brethren 


departed, This Corruption of the firſt Liturgy, 
and the woful Deficiency in the moſt Solemn 
Service of the preſent, is what has been all along 
lamented by the pious and learned of the Reformed 
Churches. I ſhall not therefore need go back to 
the early Practice of the Church for Teſtimonies 
to this important Truth, the Liturgies of all Ages, 
the Writings of all the Fathers, the uninterrupt- 
ed Practice of it in the Greek and Latin Churches, 
are irrefragable Witneſſes; nor is there any Uſage 
of leſs interrupted Continuance than this, ſo 
that in Fifteen Hundred Years there never ap- 
peared any that oppoſed it, ſave one Aerius, who 
was therefore branded with the infamons Note 
of a Heretick, particularly by St. Epiphanius and 
St. Auguſtin. | | 

St. Epiphanizs, Biſhop of Salamis, the Metro- 
polis of the Iſle of OG, one well ſtudied in 
Herefies, and in all the Doctrines oft the Church, 
thus taxes that OE Pun in his Anſwer 
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to him: (g) © As for reciting the Names of 
« thoſe who are deceaſed, and praying for them 
c in the Sacred Oblations, what can be bet- 
cc ter than this? What more commodious, what 
“ more admirable, than that ſuch as are here- 
& at preſent, ſhould believe that they who are 
« departed, and abſent from the Body, do 
ce live? This doth the Church neceſſarily 
« perform, as having received it by Tradition 
« from the Fathers. And who knows theſe 
Things beſt ? Either this poor ſeduced Fellow, 
* who 1s but zewly ſprung up, and now living 
« amongſt us, or they who- were Witneſſes be- 
fore us, and who held the ſame Traditions in 


the Church which they had learned from their 


& Anceſtors, as the Church to this Day obſerves, 
« even the true and ſincere Faith, which it re- 
© ceived with the Traditions from the Fathers ? 
'Thus does the learned Father proceed in re- 
futing this peſtilent Heretick, who was an ill 
Man in the Judgment of all ; for being proud 
and conccited, and miſſing of a Biſhoprick, he 
quarrelled not only at diverſe Practices in the 
Church, but at Epiſcopacy it ſelf, and ſo was de- 
ſervedly chaſtiſed by the Pen of thoſe famous 
Fathers, in whoſe Time he liv'd. So that if 
Prayers fer the Dead were never oppoſed but once, 
and tliat by cne only Perſon, for the ſpace of 
Fitreen Hundred Years, and that Ferſon be ſtig- 
matized tor a Herctick by the general Voice of 
the Cathelick Writers, it will become us to be 
very careful that we condemn not a Catholick 
Dottrine, or eſpouſe a condemned Hereſy, or 
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ſchiſmatically divide our ſelves in this Practice 
from the Catholick Church, which has ſo conſen- 
ztiently maintained this in their Belief and Pra- 
Fice in every Age. 
My Buſineſs therefore is not to produce Te- 


. ſtimonies for the belief of Prayers for the Dead; 


all the Ziturgies and Fathers, all Antiquity being 
ſo full of it; but to put our Adverſaries on the 
Proof of its being unlawful. Can they ſhew a- 
ny Teſtimony againſt it, from any but a Heretick ? 
Is ir contrary to any Command of Scripture ? Is 
it not innocem and free from all Appearance of 
Evil? Is it not agreeable to the Rules of Charity, 
Reaſon, and Religion, the Light of Nature and 
Revelation ? Is it not the Practice of the Fews at 
this Day? Was it not their Practice in the Time 
of our Saviour, and never reprehended by HIN 
or any of his Apoſtles? And to conclude, if 
Prayers for the Dead be Popery, and an Error, 
then the whole Catholick Church, from the Se- 
cond Century downwards, has been Popiſh, has 


been miſled, and in the Practice of an Error; 


and is not this to ſerve Poptry with a witneſs, 
to give them up all Ages of Chriſtianity, and 
conſequently to make our Separation more juſti- 
fiable? 

But if the moſt Eminent amongſt the Refor- 
med Churches have claimed this Doctrine as 
PROTESTANT, and belonging to com- 
mon Chriſtianity, as Catholick and Orthodox, 
and conſequently no part of Popery (as Popery is 
vulgarly taken to ſignify a Corruption of the 
Faith) then it will appear our Duty to aſſert it, 
however neglected by ſome, and reproached by 
others; and by all the Obligation can be laid 
on us by our Faith of a Catholick — and 
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Communion of Saints, in Union with the one and 
the other, both which are Parts of the ON E 
Body of Chriſt to declare and vindicate this our 
Belief from the calumnious Charges of our Ad- 
verſaries, that they may no longer have it in 


their Power to delude the Simple or Ignorant . 


with Words of a frightful Sound, and Spirit 
them up to the Oppoſition of every thing that is 
Primitive and Catholick with the Cry of Popery, 
amongſt which there is not any thing that in 
vulgar Eſteem is reckoned Ranker Popery, than 
Prayers for the Dead. Not only the Ignorant, 
but ſome of greater Note ( blindly followin 
the common Notions) have Prejudices — 
it, which calm Reflection and a little good Na- 
ture would ſoon remove; and therefore J ſhall 
ſubjoyn a few Teſtimonies from ſome moſt fa- 
mous Proteſtants, both at Home and Abroad, 
declaring themſelves very fully on this Head. 
The firſt ſhall be the famous Archbiſhop U- 
ſber, a Perſon in great Eſteem with the Reformed 
Abroad, as well as at Home, who in his Anſwer 
to Malene, of Prayers fer the Dead, p. 194. hath 
theſe Words. The Romanifts indeed do com- 
« monly take it for granted, that Purgatory and 
« Prayers for the Dead, are ſo cl:ſely linked together, 
ce that the one doth neceſſarily follow the other. But 
« in ſo doing they reckon without their Hoſt, 
« and greatly miſtake the Matter. For how- 
© ſoever they may deal with their own De- 
« vices as they pleaſe, and link their Prayers 
with their Purgatory as cloſely as they liſt, 
yet ſhall they never be able to ſhew that the 
* Communion and Prayers for the Dead uſed by 
te the antient Church, had any relation to Pur- 


« gatory,” Whence we may ſee how, in the O- 


pinion 
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pinion of this great Man, Prayers for the Dead 
is Catholick, and Purgatory only Popiſh ; the 
firſt the Cuſtom of the Antient Church, the other 
an Opinion of later Date. It is true the Biſhop 
ſeems to make little Account of this anti- 
ent Practice ; . however, the Conceſſion is of 
weight in the Controverſy, and ſuch as nothing 
but the Force of Truth could have drawn from 
him; for in the heat of Diſpute, he is ſo very 
earneſt againſt the One, and ſo little concer- 
ned about the Other, that he daſhes them often 
together, and according to the Obſervation of 
a late ingenious Author, he ſpends threeſcore 
and ten Pages on the general Matter, and nor 
ten Lines to the purpoſe, which produced, be- 
ſides the Conceſſion above-mentioned, this full 
Teſtimony from the great Biſhop Andrews, who 
ſpeaking of this Subject of Prayers for the Dead, 
and Biſhop Uber's Performance, ſays, There is 
little can be ſaid againſt what this great Man takes 

ſuch Pains to oppoſe. | 
And this is a full Declaration of the Belief of 
Biſhop Andrews in this Point, who by his Pra- 
&ice, has born ſome witneſs to it, in his excel- 
lent Devotions publiſhed in Greek and Latin ; in 
| which, p. 49. he prays, Viventium & mortuo- 
rum miſerere, O Domine : O Lord, ſtew thy 
Mercies to the Living and the Dead; the like 
he has p. 115. p. 147. Remember all our Fathers 
and Brethren who ae Deceaſed. And p. 326. 
Give to the Living Mercy and Grace, and to the 

Souls Departed, Reſt and Light eternal. 

The eminently learned and judicious Mr.Thorn- 
dike * ſpeaks fully of a Middle State, and Prayers 
for the Dead, and ſays, * That the Practice of 
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cc the Church in interceding for them at the Cele- 


5 bration of the Euchariſt, is ſo general, and fo 
« ancient, that it cannot be thought to have 
* come in upon Impoſture, but that the ſame 
« Aſperſion will ſeem to take hold of common 
& Chriſtianity.” He quotes Juſtin Martyr, who 
makes it a Part of the Gnoſtic Hereſy, to ſay, 
That the Souls of the Faithful, without the 
Body, are in perfect Happineſs. And p. 107. 
C Though there be Hopes for thoſe that are molt 
- < ſollicitous to live and die good Chriſtians, that 
e they are in no ſuch Suſpenſe, but within the 
« Bounds of the Heavenly Jeruſalem ; yet becauſe 
c their Condition is uncertain, and where there 
« ig Hope of the better, there is Fear of the 
« worſe ; therefore the Church hath always aſſiſted 
© them with the Prayers of the Living, both 


ce for their ſpeedy Trial (which all bleſſed Souls 


« deſire) and for their eaſy Abſolution and Diſ- 
« charge with Glory before God.” And again, 
p.159. © There 1s the ſame Ground to believe 
dc the Communion of Saints in the Prayers which 
« thoſe that depart in the higheſt Favour with 
God make for us, and in the Prayers which we 
« make for thoſe which depart in the loweſt Fa- 
« your with God, that there is for the common 
« Chriſtianity, namely, the Scriptures interpreted by 
ce theperpetual Practice of God's Church.” And elſe- 
cc here, That all the Members of the Church Tri- 
© umphant in Heaven, according to the Degree of 
*« their Favour with God, abound alſo with Love 
* to his Church Militant on Earth offer conti- 
* nual Prayers for thoſe Neceſſities they ſuffer; 
* that their Prayers are of great Force and Effect 
< with God, to the Aſſiſtance of the Church Mili- 
< tant in her Warfare That this being true, 
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* the Communion of Saints will neceſſarily require, 
* that all who remain ſolicitous for their Trial, 
© be aſſiſted with the Prayers of the Living, for 
their preſent Comfort, and future Reli. 

The Lutherans of the Ausburgh Confeſſion, ſay, 
We know the Axcients ſpeak of Prayers for the 
Dead, which we alſo do not deny. A great deal 
might be found in the Writers of that Communi- 
on, in favour of this Catholick Practice. 

Grotius f ſays, the antient Liturgies are not to 
be condemned, ſince Chriſt himſelf did never re- 
prehend the Prayers for the Dead, commonly uſed 
among the Jews, of which there is a Form ex- 
tant in the Talmud, made, as is believed, in the 
Babylonian Captivity, and mentioned in the ſe- 
cond Book of the Maccubees. * 

The laſt Teſtimony I ſhall bring, is from the 
moſt learned, pious, and peaceable Biſhop Frbes, 
the firſt Biſhop of Edinburgh, who was in ſo great 
Eſteem with the Pious Martyr King Charles I. 
That upon the Biſhop of St. Ardrews's enquiring 
of his Majeſty, at his firſt Erection of Edinburgh 
into an Epiſcopal See, whom he deſigned for that 
Promotion? Who, ſays the good King, but 
Forbes, worthy, as your ſelf well know, to fill a 
greater Chair! 

This our worthy Countryman, * thus expreſſes 
himſelf for the Triumph ot Truth over Novelty 
in this Queſtion— © But here firſt is to be re- 
** proved the Opinion of ſome rigid Proteſtants, 
* who do altogether cenſure and condemn Pra- 
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ers for the Dead, becauſe (ſay they) they find 
no Precept or Example of ſuch Prayers in the 
Old or New Teſtament. Certainly, even 
thoſe who are moſt againſt it, dare not deny, 
that it is a moſt wniverſally received Cuſtom 
* in the whole Church of CHRIST, that in the 
** publick Prayers of the Church, Commemoration 
* ſhould be made for the Dead, and Reſt be 
* prayed to GOD for thoſe who dyed piouſly 
** in the Peace of the Church” — And having 
cited divers of the Ancients for it, he adds— 
** This moſt ancient Cuſtom was full of Piety; 
* and moſt truly did Caſſander ſay, This was al- 
ways fixt in all Chriſtian Minds, that the Spirits of 
thoſe who being initiated in the Sacrament of 
Chriſt, departed this Life in the Confeſſion of his 
Name, with Signification of Repentance, ſhould be re- 
commended to the Mercy of God, that Remiſſion of 
Sins, eternal Rest, and a Part with the Elect might 
be intreated for them. And although, concerning that 
State of Souls for which thoſe things were profitable, 
it was neither ſufficiently maniſeſt, ner agreed amongst 
all, yet all judged this Office as a Teſtimeny of Chari- 
ty towa;ds the deceaſed, and a Projeſſion of Faith cen- 
cerning the Immortality of the Soul, and Reſurrection 
to come, to be grateful to God, and profitable to the 
Church. Then he ſaith This moſt 
© ancient and univerſal Cuſtom of the Church, 
very many, and moſt learned Proteſtants, do 
* not diſallow ” and cites the Apolegy of the 


cc 


Ausburg Confeſſion, Chemnitins, Mentzerus, Luther, 
Gerardus, Urbanus Regius, Vorſtins, Veſſius, Dr. 
Full, Bp. Andrews, then the Words of the Li- 
turgy of King Edward VI. both in the Office for 
the Communion, and that of Burial, laments that 


ſuch antient and pious Prayers ſhould by tbe 
. Perſuaſion 
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Perſuaſion of Bucer be expunged. © Theſe pri- 
« mitive and devout Prayers (ſays he) the Bi- 
* ſhops of the Church of England afterwards, 
« at the Advice and Inſtigation of Bacer and 
« Others, raſed out, or gave them I know not 
* what Turn more ſavouring of modern Novelty ; 
but it were to be wiſh'd that the Church of 
«& England (which otherwiſe merits no ſmall 
* Praiſe for her great Moderation ſhewn in many 
« other Things, and thoſe perhaps not of the 
« ſame Moment) had on this Occafion, and ſome 
cc others, conformed to the moſt antient Practice 
« of the Univerſal Church, rather than for 
* ſome Errors and Abuſes that crept in after by 
* degrees, to the great Scandal of almoſt all 
* other Chriſtians, to have renounced and en- 
* tirely removed this Uſage. 

I might go through the other Differences be- 
tween the firſt, and the preſent Liturgy, and ſhew 
how well their Practice is founded in Scripture 
and early Antiquity, and - conſequently how de- 
fenſible they are againſt the Charge of Popery ; 
ſuch are private Confeſſion to a Prieſt, the Dyl 
of the Sick, and the like, which are uſed both 
in the Greek and Roman Church, and have their 
Foundation in Apoſtolical Tradition and Appoint- 
ment, and may all of them be ſaid to ſtand on 
the ſame Foundation with other Things, about 
which we have no Diſpute. But what I have 
already ſaid may perhaps give Occaſion to ſome 
ignorant, tho' otherwiſe well-meaning People, to 
think me inclinable to favour Popery ; and no 
doubt the Rigid Profeſſors will be ready to con- 
firm this Suſpicion : And therefore, that there 
may be no room for any ſuch Miſtake, even in 
the moſt uncharitable, 1 declare my ſelf a _ 
2 all 
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and fincere PROTESTANT, and that I re- 
nounce every Thing eithet in the Doctrine or 
Worſhip of the Church of Rome, that is not war- 
ranted by Scripture and the Practice of the Primi- 
tive Church, and the unanimous Conſent of After- 
Ages; but whatever is agreeable to Orthodox Re- 
Iigion, I think-1t ought not to be rejettcd becauſe 
it is retained in the Church of Rome, The Rule 
of St. Auguſtin takes place here (a), In thoſe 
Things whereof the Divine Scriptures have no way 
determined, the Cuſtom of GOD's People, or Conſti- 
rution of our Elders is to be held as a Law, There 


is ro Liberty for Separation from the Catholick 


Church in ſuch Things, however we may ſepa- 
rate from Rome. The Conſequence of ſuch In- 
dulgeuce to Nivelty is ever fatal to the Intereſts 
of Religion, for there can be no Bounds ſet to 
Licentiouſneſs of Opinion: Pull down the Walls and 
Bulwarks of the Church, and Hereſy will enter ; 
remove the Landmarks of the Elders, and the Sa- 
cred Incloſures will become Common. No better 
Effect had the Compliance of the Orthodox Bi- 
ſhops, who laid afide the Catholick Uſages in 
the Firs? Liturgy to gratify the Party, than to 
make them Clamour for mote Abatements ; they 
reformed on the reformed Liturgy, but all was 
Popery to them that was retained. They pared 
ſufficiently, even to the Quick; but while Epiſ- 
copacy and Liturgy were lett, all was Popery ſtill. 
And that theſe were the real Eye-ſores, the Butt 


of their Aim, tho Ceremonies and Subſcripti- 


on were the Pretence, we had a ſufficient De- 
monitration afterwards in the Reformation they 
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wrought in theſe Nations ; they ſought an Abate- 
ment of ſome few Things for the Eaſe of the 
tender Conſciences; when this was granted, 
more was ſought, till having murdered the beſt of 
Kings, and à learned Prelate, they could give a 
Sanction to their YYVickedneſs by the Power they 
404 2 Sacrilege and Murder, Murder of a ſtu- 
died Heinouſneſs, committed on a Perſon ſo Inno- 
cent, ſo Sacred, by which they profeſſed that 
they hated even Innocency and Chriſtian Meekneſs 
it ſelf! I catinot better deſctibe this Reformation, 
than in the Words of Vincentins Lyrinenfis, where 
he gives Account of the Progreſs of the Arians, 
(b) © When the profane Novelty of the Ariaus, 
«like ſome Bellona or Fury, had taken Cap- 
* tive the People, ſubduing all Places to her 
* new Laws, never ceaſed 'after that to trouble 
* and confound all Things private and publick, 
te putting no Difference betwixt Good and Truth, 
e but as it were from an high Place, did ſtrike 
« all at her Pleaſure. Then married Women 
e were defiled, Widows ſpoiled, Virgins vio- 
te lated, Abbies ſuppreſſed, Clergy-men vexed, 
*© Deacons beaten, Prieſts baniſhed, Dungeons, 
« Priſons, Mines, filled with Holy Men, of 
* which the greater Part baniſhed like Exiles, 
« pined and conſumed away amongſt Deſarts, 
© Dens and wild Beaſts, with Nakedneſs, Thirſt, 
* and Hunger. And all this Miſery, had it 
« any other beginning? But becauſe human Su- 
c perſtition was admitted for heavenly Doctrine, 
« well-grounded Antiquity ſubverted by wicked 
% Novelty, whilit the Decrees of our Superiours 


(b) Lib. 1. Cap. 2. 
Were 
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and fixcere PROTESTANT, and that I re- 
nounce every Thing eithet in the Doctrine or 


Worſhip of the Church of Rome, that is not war- 


ranted by Scripture and the Practice of the Primi- 
tive Church, and the unanimous Conſent of After- 
Ages; but whatever is agreeable to Orthodox Re- 
Iigion, I think: it ought not to be rejected becauſe 
it is retained in the Church of Rome. The Rule 
of St. Auguſtin takes place here (a), In thoſe 
Things whereof the Divine Scriptures have no way 
determined, the Cuſtom of GOD's People, or Conſti- 
tution of our Elders is to be held as a Law, There 
is ro Liberty for Separation from the Catholick 
Church in ſuch Things, however we may ſepa- 
rate from Rome. The Conſequence of ſuch In- 
dulgeuce to Nyvelty is ever fatal to the Intereſts 
of Religion, for there can be no Bounds ſet to 
Licentiouſneſs of Opinion: Pull down the Walls and 
Bulwarks of the Church, and Hereſy will enter; 
remove the Landmarks of the Elders, and the Sa- 
cred Iucloſures will become Common. No better 
Effect had the Compliance of the Orthodox Bi- 
ſhops, who laid aſide the Catholick Uſages in 
the Fri Liturgy to gratify. the Party, than to 
make them Clamour for mote Abatements ; they 
reformed on the reformed Liturgy, bur all was 
Popery to them that was retained. They pared 
ſuſticiently, even to the Quick; but while Epiſ- 
copacy and Liturgy were lett, all was Popery ſtill. 
And that theſe were the real Eye-ſores, the Butt 


of their Aim, tho' Ceremonies and Subſeripti- 


on were the Pretence, we had a ſufficient De- 
monitration afterwards in the Reformation they 


—ʒäE — — — 


(a) Epiſt. 86. 


wrought 


had »——_—_ FF. —— 1 „ AM | 


0 Wow WY, ͤ . O ˙ . . I SLIT DM ,& . 


[ 85 ] 


wrought in theſe Nations ; they ſought an Abate- 
ment of ſome few Things for the Eaſe of the 
tender Conſciences; when this was granted, 
more was ſought, till having murdered the beſt of 
Kings, and à learned Prelate, they could give a 


Sanction to their YVickedneſs by the Power they 


2 Sacrilege and Murder, Murder of a ſtu- 
died Heinouſneſs, committed on a Perſon ſo Inno- 
cent, ſo Sacred, by which they profeſſed that 
they hated even Imocency and Chriſtian Meekneſs 
it ſelf! I cannot better deſctibe this Reformation, 
than in the Words of Vincentius Lyrinenfis, where 
he gives Account of the Progreſs of the Arians, 
(b) © When the profane Novelty of the Ariaus, 
«like ſome Bellona or Fury, had taken Cap- 
* tive the People, ſubduing all Places to her 
* new Laws, never ceaſed after that to trouble 
* and confound all Things private and publick, 
ce putting no Difference betwixt Good and Truth, 
ce but as it were from an high Place, did ſtrike 
e all at her Pleaſure. Then married Women 
<« were defiled, Widows ſpoiled, Virgins vio- 
te lated, Abbies ſuppreſſed, Clergy-men vexed, 
«© Deacons beaten, Prieſts baniſhed, Dungeons, 
© Priſons, Mines, filled with Holy Men, of 
* which the greater Part baniſhed like Exiles, 
te pined and conſumed away amongſt Deſarts, 
« Dens and wild Beaſts, with Nakedneſs, Thirſt, 
ce and Hunger. And all this Miſery, had it 


« any other beginning? But becauſe human Su- 


c perſtition was admitted for heavenly Doctrine, 
ce well-grounded Antiquity ſubverted by wicked 
“ Novelty, whilſt the Decrees of our Superiours 
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* were violated, the Ordinances of the Fathers 
e were broken, the Canons of our Anceſtors abro- 
« gated, and whilſt the licentious Liberty of 
profane and new Curioſity kept not it ſelf with- 


in the chaſt Limits of ſacred and ſound Anti- 


ce quity. | 

And now, to make this as uſeful as poſſible 
to thoſe of my Neighbours and Friends, for 
whom it 1s principally deſign'd, I find it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary fo go a little tarchgg, than at 
firſt I propoſed... They labour under two Mi- 
takes, of which tho' they make but little Ac- 
count, yet they appear to me to be of the laſt 
Conſequence ; and therefore ( in Chriſtian Cha- 
rity) 1 think my elf obliged (as far as in me 
lyes) to undeceiye them; and for that end ſhall 
advance nothing, for which I ſhall not bring 
{ſufficient Authority. | 

The firſt is, That many, tho' otherways good, 
well-meaning People, look upon Schiſm to be a 
very trivial harmleſs Thing; they have been fo 
long ſurrounded with it, and ſo mach converſant 
with Schiſmaticks, that they never conſider the 


Nature of it, nor the ſad Conſequences that 


attend it. 

The 2d is, they take the Government of the 
Church to be indifterent, and that Ordination 
without Biſhops, by meer Presbyters, is of the 
ſame Validity as that given by Biſhops; and 
conſequently, that Presbyterian Teachers have 


the ſame Power to Preach, and adminiſter the ' 


Sacraments, as Epiſcopal Miniſters have ; and 
in Conſequence of that Miſtake, many do ſome- 
times jovn with the one, and ſometimes with 
the other, eccaſionally, as their Intereſt leads 
them. I ſhall endeavour to ſet theſe Points in 


as 
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as clear a Light as I can, and that with as 
much Brevity as poſſible, knowing there are 
many that will read a Pamphlet, that care not 
to engage with a large Volume. 

As to the firſt; In that barbarous and unna- 
tural Rebellion againſt the beſt of Kings, Charles 
the Firſt, the Biſhops, the chief Paſtors of the 
Church were ſacrilegiouſly turned out of their 
Offices, the Publick Worſhip of the Church 
diſcharg'd, and Presbitery eſtabliſh'd, from which 
Root ſprang up Independents, Anabaptiſts, Qua- 
kers, Muggletonians, Family of Love, Fifth Monar- 
chy Men, all of them Free-Thinkers, and many 
other Schiſmaticks never before heard of in the 
Chriſtian World, all of them ſetting up one 
Form againſt another, and joyning Hands againſt 
the One, Catholick, and Orthodox Church, under 
the Name of Diſſenters in general. Whereas it 
the Church of Chriſt be One, as it certainly is, 
all in Diſunion from her muſt be in a State of 
Schiſm, and ſo in a very ſinful and deplorable 


Condition, as will appear by what follows. I 


ſhall firſt conſider wherein the Unity of tho 
Church conſiſts ; 24ly, The Nature and Danger 
of Schiſm ; and 3dly, if there be any Regular 
Prieſtood amongſt theſe Difſenters, and by that 
will appear the Danger of Schiſm, the joyning 
with it, or countenancing it by our Preſence, 
or any other way. 
The Viſible Catholick Church of CHRIST 
muſt be Oze; CHRIST the Head thereof is 
but One Head, and can have but Ore Body; he 
is but Oue Spouſe, and can have but One Bride; 
he is the Oe chief Corne;-ſtone, and ſo can ſerve 
but for Oze Building; he is the One Sacrifice of- 
tered up for the Sins of Mankind, and ſo there 
| ' can 
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can be but One Altar. This Unity of the Church 


might be proved by innumerable Paſſages of 


Scripture, which for Brevity's ſake I ſhall omit, 
it being an Article of our Creed, J Beliebt 
in the Holy Catholick Church; By this One 
Catholick Church, is meant the Church of 
CHRIST, as in all Ages, ſo in all Nations; 
He that's a Prieſt in any one National Church, 
that's in Communion with the Catholick Church, 
is a Prieſt in all the Catholick Church; of which 
CHRIST is the only Head and Center of Unity; 
and if any one Perſon, Society or Nation, cuts 
it ſelf off from the Communion of this One, Ca- 
tholick Church, they thereby involve themſelves in 
the Guilt of Schiſm. 

And this brings me to conſider, wherein the 
Unity of any National Church conſiſts, and it's 
in this ; The Biſhop of every particular Church 
is the Center of Unity of that Church of which 
he's Chief Governour ; for without his Autho- 
rity, neither Prieſt, Deacon, nor Laick, can do 
any thing that's meerly Ecclefiaſtick ; and therefore 
«It was that St. Paul ſent Timothy and Titus, theſe 
two Biſhops, to ordain Elders in the Churches 
of Crete and Epheſus, giving them a Juriſdiction 
over theſe Churches, and Rules whereby to regu- 
late themſelves therein. That Holy Martyr, 
St. Inatius before-mention'd, ſays, 6 
no Man without the Biſhop do any thing 
* that belongs to the Church. Where the Bi- 
* ſhop is, there let the Multitude be. He that 
* doth any thing without the Biſhop, ſerves the 
“ Devil. (d) As many as are GO D's and 


(c) Ep. ad Smyr. (d) Ep. tothe Philip. 


. 


CHRIST 


* CHRIST are with the Biſhop;“ ſo exclu- 
ding from CHR IS T's Body all that are with- 
vat the Biſhop. And in the ſame Epiſtle, ſpeak- 
ing of the Repentance of Schiſmaricks, and of 
GOD's Pardon offer'd to ſuch, he ſays, If they 
return to the Unity of GOD, and Senate of the 
wy thereby plainly declating, that without 
that Condition they could not expe& Pardon 
from GOD.” So alſo ſaith St. Cyprian, ſpeaks 
ing of the Schiſmatical Presbyters of Feli- 
7 (a), in their breaking off from the Bi- 
ſhop, and cauſing others likewiſe to do ſo; 
And in his Book of Church Unity (b) he de- 
ſctibes the Sthiſmatick to be Hlius Impius, &c. 
ati Impious Son, who having coritemned the 
Biſhops, and forſaken the Prieſts' of G O D, 
dares conſtitute another Altar. He ſays (c), 
One Thing ye are to kuttu, that he that is not with 
th? Biſhop; is not in the Church. The Writings 
of the Holy Fathers are ſo full in this Matter, 
that it's impoſſible for any that has read them 
to deny, that this was the univerſal and uncon- 
troverted Opinion of the whole Catholick Church 
in the earlieſt Ages of Chriſtianity; and fo by the 
fore-cited Rule of St. Auguſtine, muſt be an 
Apoſtolical Inſtituting, that the Biſhop was the 
Center of Unity, in every National Church, 


and that Separation from him was Schiſm, and 


may be ſaid to be an open Rebellion againſt the 
King of Heaven, and High-Prieſt of our Sal- 
vation, even, the LORD JESUS CHRIST; 
in ſo far as it's a eontemning the Authority, gi- 
ven by him, to his Vicegerents and immediate 
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(s) Epiſt. 4. (b) De Unitare Bccleſiz. (e] Epiſt. 64: 
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Subſtitutes on Earth, the. Biſhops: of the Chri- 
{tian Church; for when he ſent forth his Eleven 
Apoſtles, (d) to Teach and Baptize all Nations, 
for, their - Encouragement, -.and.. the Church's 
Comfort and Stability in ſubſequent Ages, he 
tells them, he will be with them to the end of the 
World ; from which it will naturally follow, 
that thoſe who are not in Unity with them, 
cannot be united to him; and thoſe who con- 
temn them, contemn him that ſent them ; and 
deplorable is the Condition of all ſuch. Schiſm 
in all Ages was deem'd a Sin of a moſt heinous 
Nature both-by GOD and his Church. Re- 
markable is the Hiſtory of that Schiſm of Korah 
(e) and his Accomplices, they ſeparated from 
Moſes and Aaron, and withſtood their Authority, 
ſaying, Al the Congregation was holy as well as 
they ; which, by the way, is the common Cant 
of all Schiſmaticks to this very Day, all Se&s 
of them pretending to a greater Degree of San- 
Eity than is to be ins | any where elſe ; but 
I muſt tell them, that all that outward Sanctity 
they can attain to, will be of no Uſe to them 
as long as they continue in a State of Schiſm ; 
and they'll find that Saying. to be true ( ſome 
time or other) Extra Eccleſiam, nulla Salus. But 
to return; as the Sin of Korah, &c. was Heinoms, 
fo was the Puniſhment GOD was pleaſed, to 
inflict upon them for it dreadful. He was 6 
incens'd by it, that he commanded Moſes and 
Aaron (f) to ſeparate themſelves from amongſt 
the People, that he might deſtroy them all in a 
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Ae; bnd upon n oy Moſes, it in 
theſe Words, G GOD, the GOD. of the Spirits 
of all: Fleſh, ſhall one Man fin, and wilt thou be 
wrath with all the Congregation. ? G0 D did not 
77. Them ail ; but upon the Command ot 
Moſes, ana themſelves, and departing 
from the Korah, (g) they, their Men, 
Wives, and Childr ren, and all that apperrained 
to them, the Earth opening its Mouth, ſwal- . 
lowed all up alive; and yet the Puniſhment did 
115 ſtop, for Fire came out: from the 
LORD, (h) and copſum'd Two Hundred and 
Fifty of the Princes of Mael, and that for their 


offering Incenſe, not being of the Seed of Aa- 


ron (i); that is to ſay, for their invading the 
Prieſts Office, not being legally ſent, as Aaron and 
his Sons: were : And farther, for a Memorial of 
their Sin and Puniſhment, and to deter others 
from the like ever after, GOD commanded 
their Cenſers to be made broad Plates for the 
Covering of the Altar; and the Reaſon is gi- 
ven, (K) becauſe they had been once offered to the 
LORD. By which we may likewiſe ſee, that 
Things once dedicated to a prozs Uſe, cannot be 
put to a N one, tho once abuſed or ille- 
gally uſed, Tollatur abuſus maneat uſus. As this 
was a formidable Schiſm and Rebellion, ſo was 
it as remarkably and ſeverely puniſh'd, for it 
did not ſtop here, the People again Murmuriag, 
ſaid, (1) Te have killed the People of the LORD ; 

he again commanded: Moſes and Aaron, to get. 
them from amongſt the People, that he might con- 


(g) Numb, xyi. 32. (h) Ver. 35, )- Ver. 40. 
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ſume them in a Moment ; and norwithſtanding that, 
upon their repeated Intereeſſion, he was ple 

to mitigate the | Puniſhment he once defigned, 
yet he ſent a Plague amongſt them, that ſwept 
away Fourteen Thouſand Sever Hundred (m). Tthall 
laſtly obſerve; that Korah was of the Tribe of 
Levi, which GOD had ſo far honoured, . as 
to ſet them apart for his own immediate Ser- 
vice ; yet not content with that honourable Sta- 
tion GOD was pleaſed tp put him in, he 
would needs aſſume Powers above what was 
given, and invade thoſe of his Superiours; this 
it was that led him into the Sin, and brought 
the Puniſhment upen him. And his Exampbe, 
methinks, may perſuade every Perſon in Chzrch 
and State to keep themſelves within their on 
Limits, and be a Warning that they invade not 
the Offices properly belonging to their Superi- 
ours, left if they fallow the Sin of Korah, they 
feel his Puniſhment. 22 » 0971 
/ IT have been more full in this Account, be- 
cauſe there are ſeveral Points in it, which 
conſidered, are ſufficient to deter any one fre 
the Sin of Schiſm, and »ſurping of the Prieſthvod, 
without a legal Call or Warrant for the Exercife 
of that Office; and I wiſh that all thoſe, who 
are either guilty of the practiſing or countenan- 
Ting of that Sin, may duly conſider this. We 


know how'often the Ten Tribes fell into moſt 


horrid Tdolatries, after they had ſeparated them- 
ſelves from the-other Two, and that GOD as 
often moſt ſeyerely puniſhed them for it. It's 
impoſſible for thoſe that ſeparate themſelves 
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from the Church, but they muſt fall into Groſs 
Errors; and the longer they continue in their 
Schiſm, the worſe they grow, as we ſee by our 
laily Ex erience. 1. Hie 215 
In the New Teſtament Schiſm is ſaid to have 
2 natural Tendency. to ſubvert the Kingdom of 
GOD (n). Ir's.diſgrac'd with the abominable 
Name of being a Murk of the Fleſh (o), St. Jude 
19, Theſe be they who ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, 
having not the Spirit ; nay, it's even made 
our LORD himſelf ſuch a Crime, as conſigns 
to everlaſting Burnings (p). St. Auſtin tak 
Schiſm to be the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſ 
mentioned Marth. xi and xxiii. No Sinners 
more odiouſly repreſented in Holy Writ than 
Schiſmaticks. They are call d Exozck Plants (q), 
Withered Branches to be gathered up and caſt into 
the Hie (r), Falle Brethren: (,  Autichriſts (t), 
Prond, knowing nothing (u), Unruly, vain Tale 
whoſe Mouths jbould be ſtopt, their Prayers are NO 
HEARD (w). A great many more ſuch Places 
of Scripture min be adduced, if thoſe already 
cited were not ſufficient to ſhewithe heinous Na- 
ture of the Sin of Schiſm. St. Paul (x) ex- 

reſly forbids Communion with them in à mo 

1&, manner; Vu we command you; Brethren, 


in the Name of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, 


that you withdraw your ſelves. from every Brother 


that walketh diſorderly, 72 not after the Tradition 


je received from as. And, (y) If. any Man obey 
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en) Matth. xii. 25. (o) 1 Cor. i. 1, 3, 4. 
(p) Heb. vi. 4, 5, &c. and x. 3. (q) Matth. xv. 
13, 14. (r) Joh. xv. 6. (s) 2 Cor. ii. 26. (t) 1 Joh. 
li. 18. (u) 1 Tim. vi. 4. (w) 1 Joh. v. 14. 
(x) 2 Theſſ. iii. 6 Ver. 14. 
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not bur Word by this Epiſtle, note that Mam, and 
have no Company with him, We have a notable 
Inftance in another Place of St. Paul Wri- 
tings (2), which may ſerve for all. Mark them 
which cauſe Diviſions and Diſſenfions, contrary to 
the Doftrine which ye have learned, and avoid them. 
This Apoſtle's Command-here* is as expreſs as 
any. thing can be, againſt our being preſent 
at Schiſmatical Worſhip, \-or countenancing. the 
———_—— 7 1 
It was in Obedience to theſe Commands of 
the Apoſtles, that the primitive Church, in ſub- 
ſequent Ages, by ſeveral Canons of her Coun- 
cils, exprefly prohibited, under moſt ſevere Pe- 
nalties, all Coihintnion with Hereticks, which in 
thoſe Days was deemed the ſame with Schiſ- 
K ·˙ open; oder ns be Ae Sends 

The 45th of the Canons, commonly called Apo- 
ſtolical, orders, That 'a Biſhop, Precbyter, or Den- 
con; that joyus in Prayer with a Heretick, ſhall be 
exconminticated;* foo 7 tan 


** 


ol 
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zhv- Baptiſm or Euchariſt of |Hereticks, ſhall be de- 

fed) wan 3G 9G 397 IG 297 0 on 
The roth Canon of the Ancyran Council (a), 
enacts, "That if any Presbyters raiſe Sedition agains? 
their Biſhops," they ſhall be deprive” of the Honour v, 
Presbyters,” and excommunicated. | Oo 

The 16th Canon of the Great Council of 
Nice (b) enacts, That if any Prerbyter or Deacon, 
neglecting the Fear of GOD, and diſregarding the 
Rules of the Church, ſhall ſeparate from the Churches 
to which they belong, they mut not be received into 


(z) Rom. xvi. 19. | (a) An. 315. * [b) An. 325. 
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any ot her Churches, but driven back to their own x 
and if they continue ſtubborn, let them be excommu- 
nicatCſee. 20 
By the 6th, Canon of the Council of Gangra (e), 
If. any Man ſball hold a private Meeting out of the 
Church, and. deſpifing the Church ſhall: preſume to 
perform the Offices. of the Church, the officiating Preſ- 
Inter not being licenſed thereto by the Biſhop, let him 
be Anathema. | $55 
The 6th Canon. of the Council at Antioch (d) 
decrees, That if any Presbyter, or Deacon, contemn- 
ing his own Biſhop, ſhall ſeparate from the Church, 
and hold Aſſemblies, and ſet up another Altar, re- 
Jufing to obey his Biſhop once and again calling for 
his Obedience, he ſhall, be depoſed, and never again 
reſtored to his Honour. And this Canon was read 
by Aetius the Arch-Deacon, in the 4th Act of 
that Great Council of Chalcedon (e), wherein 
were aſſembled Three Hundred and Sixty Bi- 
ſhops, who all-cry'd out, This is a juſt Rule; 
this is the Rule off ou,] Holy Fathers. \ Many more 
Canons could be produced for this Purpoſe, but 
what I have brought may be ſufficient. | 
If any ſhould oppoſe to theſe Canons, the Canons 
of that famous National Council of the Church 
of Scotland, at Glaſgow, November 1638. aſſem- 
bled without the Leave of their Biſhops, and 


acting contrary to the Authority both of Church 


and State, which after it had condemn d the 
eſtabliſh'd Worſhip of the Church, Sſ. 14. Sf. 20. 
December 13. depoſed the whole Hierarchy, and 
excommunicated their Metropolitan, that ex- 
cellent Prelate Arch-Biſhop Sotſuvod, an Aſ- 


— *  — ———. 


_— 


le) An. 34% (d) A. 341. (le) An. 451. 
ſembly 


ſembly of meer | Presbyters, and Lay-Elders (a 
ſtrange ſort of Church-Officers) who had uſurp» 
ed the Power of the Keys. I ſay, if any Perſon 
pleaſes to oppoſe the Canon of that Aſſentbly, or 
the ſubſequent Presbyterian Aſſemblies of the Kirk 
ſince that time, to the fore- cited Canons of thoſe 
Antient Councils, I ſhall make no other Reply, 
than to deſire the Reader to conſider ( for it's 
very material) that in the time of moſt of rheſe 
fore-cited Councils and Fathers, the Chariſmata, 
or the outward viſible Influences of the Hoh 
Gho#?, had not then ceaſed in the Church, and 
I think our Presbyterian Aſſemblies will not 
pretend to thoſe viſible Influences amongſt them: 
I have deſir'd the Reader to obſerve this, that 
he may the better diſtinguiſh betwixt the Au- 
thority of theſe Antient Councili, and thoſe Mo- 
dern pack'd Aſſemblies, and conſequently the Au- 
thority and Strength of my Quotations. © Let 
no Man think that Schiſmr, or. eountenanc ing of 
Schiſm, is leſs Criminal now, than it was either 
under the Law of Moſes, or under the Goſpel in 
the earlieſt Ages of the Chriſtian Church: The 
Truths delivered by our Bleſſed Saviour are of 
Eternal Verity, and the Commands of the 
Apoſtles will be binding on the Church, till the 
Second Coming of our LORD and Saviour 
JESUS CHRIST, | 

And now I come farther to enquite; if there 
be any Regular or Valid Prieſthood, or Miniſtry, 
amongſt the Diſſenters, of what Denomination 


ſoever ; for if I can prove there is no Valid | 


Ordination, but what is given by a Biſhop; then 
J hope none will pretend any Regular Ordina- 
tion can be found amongſt any of the Diſſenters, 
ſeeing they have no Biſhops ; and I will endea- 
vour 
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vour to Prove, that in the Biſhops the ſole 
Power of Ordination has been till lodg'd, 
ever ſince our Saviour's Time, by what fol- 
lows. 

In the New Teſtament we find no Commiſſi- 
ons granted, nor Orders given, but by thoſe who 
had Epiſcopal Authority, either formally or emi- 
aently, Our LORD. and Saviour, the great 
Shepherd and Biſbop of our Souls, after his Re- 
ſurrection, ſent the Eleven as his Father ſent 
him (a); that is, gave them Commiſſion to be 
the Supreme Governours of his Yifible Church, 
and they thus inveſted with Epiſcopal Power, 


ordained the Seven Deacons ; and they, or St. 


James, whom they very ſoon conſecrated Biſhop 
of Jeruſalem, ordained the firſt Pre:byzers in that 
Church. The firſt Slemn Ordination of Preſ- 
byters we read of, was perform'd by Paul and 
Barnabas (b), both cloath'd with Epiſcopal Au- 


thority in an eminent Degree. Timothy, when he - 


was ſettled Biſhop of Epheſus, had Ordination 
given him by St. Paul (c), with Power to or- 
dain Elders, and Directions therein. The ſame 
Power we find given to Titus (d), after he was 
made Biſhop of Crete; and that they, in every 
Church which they planted, Ordained Biſhops be- 
fore they left it, to be the Chief Governours 
thereof, giving them the ſame Powers of Ordi- 
nation and Juriſdi&ion, of binding and looſ- 
ing, &c. as they had from their great LORD 
and Maſter; and that theſe Powers were to 


deſcend to their Succeſſors, is as clear from the 


wy _— 


(a) Joh. xxi. 21. (b) Adds xiv. 23. (e) 2 Tims 
r. (d) Tit. 1. 5, &c. | 
O Hiſtory, 
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Hiſtory of the Church, as any other Matter of 
Fact recorded in Hiſtory, , Have we not there 
Catalogues of the Names of the Biſhops ſettled 
by the Apoſtles in the Churches of Rome, Jeru- 
ſalem, Antioch, Alexandria, and the other famous 
Churches of Chriſtendom handed down to us, as 
exact as any Catalogue can be produced of the 
Kings of Scotland, England, France, or any other Na- 
tion? And I'm as able to prove Clemens to have 
been Biſhop of Rome, Polycarp of Smyrna, Ignatius 
of Antioch, &c. as any Diſſenter can prove, any 
| Perſon he is pleaſed to name, to have been King 
in any Nation of Europe at any time: And as it 
would be thought ridiculous in me, to deny 
that Nero, Veſpaſian, Trajan, &c. were Roman 
Emperors, ſo 1 mult take the Liberty to think 
ſo, of them who have the Confidence to deny 
thoſe fore-cited Fathers to have been Biſhops of 
thoſe Sees they were ſaid to, Govern, ſince I'm 
as able to prove the one, as they to ſhew the 

other, Lo 

The greateſt and beſt learned of the Presby- 
terian Writers have acknowledged, that how 
ſoon the Two. Orders of Biſhops and Presbyters 
came to be diſtinguiſhed, ſo ſoon the Power of 
Ordinat.on was appropriated to the Biſhop, I 
ſhall cite Three of them, Salmaſius, Blondel and 
Daillie, and direct the Reader where to find them 
acknowledge the ſame. The firſt in his Wal- 
Mal (f), and in his Apparatus ad Lib. de Prima- 
tz Pape (g) lays, That after theſe Orders came 
to be diſtinguiſhed, there was no greater Difference 
- berwizt them, than that the Biſhop had the only Power 


— 


"(f) Pag. 289, 299, 317. 


(gs) Pag. 52, 74, 112, &c. 
0) 


991 

f Ordination, which the Presbyters wanted. Blon- 

del, in his Apologia pro Sententia Hieronymi (h), 
acknowledges the ſame: As does Dailè, De 
Scriptis Areopagitæ & Ignatij (i): And this Con- 
ceſſion obliges me to conſider how ſoon theſe 
Orders came to be diſtinguiſhed ; and That we 
ſhall find to be as early as the Times of the 
Apoſtles, which I ſhall prove from Writings of 
the. Apoltolical Fathers who were their Diſ- 
ciples. | 

I begin with that Apoſtolical Father, St. Cle- 
ment, Biſhop of Rome, by St. Paul (k) mention- 
ed as his own Diſciple, who in his genuine Epi- 
file to the Corinthians, very clearly diſtinguiſh'd 
the two Orders of 'Hysuevo and Nptofuree gr, 
the Chief Governours and Presbyters. In one Place 
he commends the Corinthians, That they did once 
walk according to GOD's Laws, being ſubject to 
their Chief Governours, and paying due Honour to 
their Presbyters. In another, Let us Reverence our 
Chief Rul:rs, and let us Honour our Presbyters ; and 
a little farther, he enumerates four Ranks in the 
Church, the High-Prie#?, the Prieit, the Dea- 
cons, and the Laity, and there tells, that all of 
them have their proper Offices; and this Epi- 


ſtle was wrote long before St. Jobus Death; 


nay, probably before the Deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem, and is one clear Proof, that theſe two Offi- 
ces were diſtinguiſh'd in the Apoſtles Times. 
The 2d ſhall be Hermas, another Apoſtolical 
Author, whom St. Paul ſalutes in the End of 
his Epiſtle to the Romans ; he calls the Biſhops 


(ch) fag. 157. (i) Pag. 388. (k) Philip, 
LV. 3. | 
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the Chief Rulers of the Church (I) Epiſcopi, id eff, 
Prafides Ecclefiarum : And in another Place (m), 
mentioning Clemens as Biſhop of Rome, he ſays, 
Thou ſhalt write tuo Books, the one thou ſhalt fond 
to Clemens, and the cther to Grapte, and Clemens 
ſhall ſend it to Foreign Churches, for that is his Pre- 
rogative, This Apoſtolical Author wrote about 
An. 70 3 and the Writings of theſe Apoſtolical 
Fathers were eſteem'd of ſuch Authority in the 
Church, that tho' they were not aniverſally re- 
ceiv'd into the Canon of the Scripture, yet they 
were receiv'd as Canonical in ſeveral Churches, 
and accordingly quoted by ſeveral Fathers, as 
Tenæus, Clemens Alexandrinus, Origen and Tertul- 
lianus. Now theſe two Vouchers being of ſuch 
Authority, might ſufficiently prove that theſe 
two Orders were diſtin in the Times of the 
Apoſtles. | 

The next I ſhall adduce, ſhall be the two 
holy Biſhops and Martyrs, St. Ignatius and St. Po- 
Ijcarp, both the Diſciples of St. John; the firſt, 
Biſhop of Antioch, and the other, Biſhop of Smyrna, 
and both appointed in their reſpective Sees by 
the Apcſtles themſelves. St. Polzcarp diſtinguiſhes 
himſelf from his Presbyters (n), Polycarpm and 
his Presbyters, to the Church of G O D in the Dioceſs 
of Philippi. 

St. Eratius (o) ſpeaking of the Anthropomor- 
phites, an Heretical Sec, ſays, / admoniſh you to 
preſerve your ſehve; from theſe, whom it 15 neceſſary 
for jon not to entertain, but to avoid as much as 
poſſible. Only pray tor them, if happily they may 


= 


— 


(1) L. 3. Simil. 9. Sect. 27. (m) L. Viſion 2. SeR. 4. 
(n) Firft Epip. 10 the Philip. (o) Epiſt. ad Smyrn 
repent, 
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the Presbytery, and the Deaccns. 
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repent, which is a Thing very difficult. But J Z- 
SUS CHRIST, whois the true Life, hath Power 
of this. (p) Be careſul to preſerve Unity, than 
which nothing is better. I could give my Life 
for thoſe Perſons who are ſubjef to the Biſhops, 
Presbyters and Deacons, and wiſh that I may re- 
ceive my part in GOD together with them. (q) Let 
no Man be deceived. If any Man is not within the 
Altar, he is deprived of the Bread of G OD. 
(r) If any Man follows him who is the Maker of 
Schiſm, he is no Inheritor of the Kingdom of G O D. 
Aer it le your Endeavour therefore to uſe One 
Euchariſt, for there is One Fleſh of our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, and One Cup for the Unity 
of his Blood ; One Altar, as One Biſhop, with 
the Presbytery and Deacons, my Fellow-Servants. 
I have cried in the midit of you, I have ſpoken 
it with a lofty Voice, Attend unto the Biſhop and 
I have not 
been taught it by Man, but the Spirit preached it, 
ſaying theſe Things. Do nothing without the Bi- 
ſhop. Keep your Fleſh as the Temple of GOD. 
Love Unity. Flee Diviſions. Be Followers of 
Jeſus Chrif?, as he himſelf is of the Father. 

Dionyfins, Biſhop of Corinth, wrote divers Epi- 
ſtles about the Year 160, wherein he moſt 
clearly diſtinguiſhes the two Orders, as does 
that Apoſtolical Author Egefpps, who wrote 
about the Year 162, his Five Books of Ec- 
clefiaſtical Hiſtory, of which we have divers 
Fragments in Euſebius s Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory (s): 
The like does Jenæus in his Book againſt Here- 


—— 


(p) Ad Polyearp. (q) Ad Epheſ. A 
Philadalph. * 19 L. 92 9 3 
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fies, wrote when Aged 80. An. 187. as is obſer- 


ved by the learned Dodwel/ : And Poherates, Bi- 
ſhop of Epheſus, An. 189, writing to Victor, Bi- 


ſhop of Rome, concerning the Controverſy about 


Eafter, told him, that Seven of his Kinſmen 
had govern'd that Church, and that he was the 
Eighth, the Firſt of which we may well allow 
to be Timothys Succeſſor, I conld cite for this 
Purpoſe Clemens Alexandrinus, Tertullian, Origen, 
Cyprian, and many Fathers in every Century, 
bat ſhall refer them to the Works of the Learned 
and Worthy Author of the Principles of the Cy- 

ianick Age, and its Vindication, what I have 
adduced being ſufficient, if either the Authority 
or Number of Teſtimonies be conſidered, to prove 
that in the Apoſtles Times, and ever fince, theſe 
two Orders of Biſhops and Presbyters were diſtinguiſb- 


ed; and conſequently by the Conceſſion of theſe, 


Three Presbjyterian Advocates, the Power of 
Ordination, ſince that time, was ſolely in the 
Piſhop, and ſo no Presbyterian Ordination Va- 
lid; which if true (as 1 think is clearly proved) 
then to be ſure no Miniſtry, nor Church-Power, 
nor Valid Sacraments, can be found amongſt 
them. 

Their own Friend St. Jerom (t), as they take 
him to be, (tho I know not for what Reaſon ) 
is very Plain as to the Power of Ordination; 
Ouid facit Epiſcopr. excepta Ordinatiene, quod non 
facit Presbyter. 

The Canons of the Councils are fall in reſtrict- 
ing the Power of Ordination to Biſhops ; as the 
firſt Apoſtolical Canon appoints a Biſhop to be or- 


(s) Fp. 87. ad Evag. 
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dained by Tuo or Three Biſhops. So the 2d is, 
Let a Presbyter be ordained by One Biſhop, as alſo 
a Deacon, and the other Clergy, The 39th, Let 
neither the Presbyters nor Deacons perform any thing 
without the Biſhop's Allowance ; and gives the 
Reaſon, For to him GOD's People are committed, 
and he mu? reckon for their Souls, Can. 55.. If any 
Clergyman reproach the Biſhop, let him be depoſed ; 
and aſſigus this Reaſon, Fur it's written, Thou ſhalt 
not ſpeak Evil of the Rulers of the People. How con- 
trary to theſe Canons was the Practice of the fore- 
cited General Aſſembly 1638, where the Presby- 
ters depoſed and excommunicated their Biſhops? 

I could add many Canons from the General 
Council of Nice, An. 3 25, Conſtantinople, An. 381, 
Epheſus, Au. 430, and others, for proving, that 
the Power of Ordination was entirely lodg'd in 
the Biſhop, and that Ordination by Presbyters 
was never eſteemed Valid by the Church: But 
hope to put it beyond all Queſtion by the 
two following Inſtances which come home to 
the Matter, omitting many others that might 
be adduced. | 

The firſt is that famous Inſtance we have 
from Athanafins, that Great Confeſſor, in his 
24 Apology, which 1s ſufficient alone to deter- 
mine the Controverſy. , 9 
Athanaſius being promoted to the Chair of A. 
lexandria, A. 326. and find ing Diſorders in his 
Dioceſs; partly occaſioned by the Meletian 
Shiſm, and partly by the Arian Hereſy, and be- 
ing to Viſit the whole, came ro a Country. 
call'd Mareotis; where having Convocated the 
Presbyters to inquire what Diſorders were amongſt 
them, one of them told him, that one 1{chyras, who 
had no Ordination from a Bi hop, atted as Presbyter 

a 
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in a Village under his Juridiction, though he was nt 
one; Whereupon he ſent Macarius one of his City 
Presbyters, with the complaining Presbyter, to 
the Village where Iſchyras lived, to inquire into 
the Matter, and to Cite Iſchyras to appear be- 
fore him. He being Sick could not appear ; but 
Macarins found the Complaint juſt, and Atha- 
zafins by his Epiſcopal Authority diſcharged him 
from acting any more as a Presbyter ; requiring 
him and his Kindred to obey the Sentence, 
which he being obliged to do, went over to the 
Meletians, then (in Conjun&ion with the Euſebi- 
ans) Favourers of the Arians ; thereby, right or 
wrong, to ruin Athanafins, who was their great 
Oppoſer; and for that end accuſes Macarim, 
that he had entered Ichirass Church, while he 
was Celebrating the Holy Euchariſt, over-turned 
the Myſtical Table, broke the conſecrated Chatice, 
and burned the ſacred Books. To canvaſs this 
and other Crimes they had invented againſt Atha- 
uafins, they prevailed with the Emperor Conſtan- 
tine, to call a Synod at Tyre, A. 335, to which 
he being ſummoned, appeared, and purged 
himſelf of all the Crimes laid againſt him, and 
of this in particular; and amongſt his other De- 
fences in this Cauſe, he pleaded, that Iſchyras 
could be no Presbyter, in reſpe& he had no other 
Ordination, but from Coluthus a Presbyter, who 
had no Power to Ordain ; and ſo Iſchyras's Ordina- 
tion not being valid, he was no Presbyter, and 
therefore he had no Power to Conſecrate the Eucharift ; 
which he proved to be true. Fhe Synod, 
though they could not get over this Objecti- 
on, 7 yet the Euſebians prevailing ) reſolved by 


any Means to ruin Athanaſus, and ſent fix 


Biſhops into Mareotis to inquire into that At 
fair; 


"I 9y] 
fair; which occaſioned the Mareotick Presbyters 
to write two Letters, one to the Biſhops aſſem- 
bled at Tyre, telling them, they wondred how 
Iſchyras could pretend to be a Presbyter, ſince he 
had no other Ordination then what he boaſted to 


have from Coluthus, who was but a Presbyter ; and 


that none but his own Kindred believed him 
to be. a Presbyter. The Matter being inquired 
into, he was reduced to the Order of Laicks, 
by a Synod holden at Alexandria, where the 
great Hofirs Preſident of the Couneil of Nice 
was preſent. The other Letter they ſent to the 
Prefect of Egypt; wherein they tell him; that 
chyras was no Presbyter, becauſe he had no Ordinati= 
on but from Coluthus, falfly aſuming to himſelf the 
Name of a Biſhop, whereas he was no more but a 
Presbyter ; telling him alſo, that all others who had 
yot Ordination from Coluthus were reduced to the 
Order of Laicks. Both Letters are Subſcribed by 
fifteen Presbyters, and as many Deacons: Not- 
withſtanding of which, the Arians prevailing, 
the Synod at Bre depoſed Athanaſius; but with- 
out regard to this, another Synod of about 


= hundred Biſhops; met art Alexandria, A; 340, 


reſtored Athanafirns, and carefully examining the 
Caſe of Iſchyras, declared thus: This is that 
much talk'd of Iſchyras, who was neither ordained 


by the Church, nor Meletius ; whence then a Pres- 


byter ? J/ho ordained him? Who but Coluthus, 
who was never more than a Presbyter, and ſo had 
no Power, to Ordain ? And all his Impoſitions of 
Hands were perform'd in Schiſm ; ſo thoſe he impo- 
fed them on, were already reduced to the Station of 
Laicks : How then conld a private Man, that was 
no Prieſt, have a myſtical or conſecrated Chalice? 
Again, An. 341: another Synod, wherein the 

| P prevailing 
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xrevailing Party were Arians, depoſed Athana- 
fu upon which he fled to Rome, where a Sy- 
nod was called of Fifty Biſhops, who after 
they had narrowly canvaſſed the Caſe of Iciy- 
res, found he be no Presbyter, in reſpect he 


had no Epiſcopal Ordination. Nay, it did not. 


yet ſtop here, for Ax. 347, the whole Matter 
was again laid before the Great Synod of Sar- 
dica, conſiſting of about Three Hundred Bi- 
ſhops, convocated by Imperial Authority, from 
all the Provinces of the Roman Empire; and 


there the Council, in their „V to the Preſ- 
at 


byters of Alexandria, ſay, having ſearch'd 
the Records about Iſchyras, they found him an ar- 
rant Villain. They write the ſame to the Bi- 
ſhops of Egypt and Zybia; and in a third Epi- 
ſtle, To all the Biſhops of the Catholick Church, they 
declare, Jſchyras was never Presbyter, becauſe he 
had nat Epiſcopal Ordination. 

I have given you this Hiſtorical Account in 
as few Words as poſſible; from whence it is 
plain, that Ordinations performed in thoſe Days by 
meer Presbyters, were rejected as invalid. We 


find 1ſchyras no Presbyter, becauſe no Biſhop or- 


dained him. Is it not plain that this, in that 
Age, was the Sentiment of the whole Catholick 
Church? Can there be a greater Proof for the 
Reception of any Principle, in any Age, than is 


given for this? We have here the poſitive Senſe 


of the Mareotick Presbyters, who would never 


have ſtood up ſo far againf? the Intereſt of 


their Order, as to declare Ordinations by Preſ- 


vyters null, if the received Principle of the Church | 


then, could have allow'd them to be valid. We 
have, laſtly, in this, the conſentient Deciſions 
of Four very conſiderable Synods, the laſt of 

: which 
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which more numerous either the ad or 3d 
General Council. 9p een 
The laſt Inſtance, I ſhall adduce, is no leſs re- 


markable than the One Maximus, a Cy- 


wick Philoſopher, came to Conſtantinople, when Gre- 
gory Naxianzen was Biſhop, and being by him 
ordain'd a Presbyter, immediately aim'd at the 
Epiſcopal Chair, and for that End brought ſome 
Biſhops from Egypt, his native Country, who 
privately conſecrated him; and then he (as if 
he had been Biſhop of that great City) took 
upon him to Ordain Presbyters. This Affair 
was brought before the 2d Council at Conſtay- 
tinople, An. 381. which decreed, That Maximus 
was uot a Biſhop,' and therefore thoſe he had laid 
Hands upon, were in no Clerical Order whatſoever, 
all Things done about him, or by him, being nul and 
void. Here we have the Senſe of the whole 
Chriſtian Church, from a famous General Coun- 
eil; Maximus declar d No Biſhop, becauſe not 
conſecrated conform to the Canoxs, and there- 
fore, being no more but a Presbyter, all Ordina- 
tions made by him were declared null aud void. 

If the Superiority of Biſhops to Presbyters, was 
not in the Time of the Apoſites, at what time 
was it introduced ? If =” copacy was an Uſur- 
pation crept into the . Church ſoon after the 
Apoſiles, and contrary to their Intention, and 
the Church's Intereſt, when did this happen ? 
We know the primitive Church was even to an 
ez ceſs ſcrupulous, in maintaining the very Phraſe 
of Traditionary Doctrines, and Form of cuſtomary 
Practices, inſomuch, that when the leaſt Inmuwva- 
tion in either was diſcovered, all Men conſpi- 
red to condemn the Imovators, And is it pol- 


ſible that thoſe firſt P who even by their 
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Offices were moſt ere y Candidates for Mar- 
tyrdom, ſhould” fo fuddenly degenerate from the 
Apoſtolical Spirit of Hupility, as. univerſally 
conſpire to ſet up that pretended Tyranny over 


the reſt of the Clergy and the whole Church? In 


the midſt of moſt Cruel Perſecutions were they 
at Leiſure to deſign and carry on ſuch ambi- 
tious Projects? And would the whole Order of 
Presbyters ſuffer themſelves to be excluded from 
their Privileges and Offices ſo very lately be- 
queath'd them by CHRIST, and conferr d by 
the Apoſtles, and this univerſally thro* the whole 
World, and not one ſingle Presbyter appear who 


- ould proteſt againſt ſuch an Uſurpation? Cer- 


tainly 1t is much more reaſonable to believe the 
Presbyterians, and all other Enemies of Epiſcopacy 
are miſtaken, or deceiv'd, than that all Primi- 
tive Biſhops were Tyrants, and all Primitive Prieſts 
Fools, or what is worſe, Betrayers of that Power 
and Duty which was left and enjoyn'd them by 
the Apoſtles. | | 
Having thus proved that a legitimate Succeſſion 
of Holy Orders is neceſſary to the very Eſſence 
and Conſtitution of a Church, and that the Su- 
per-eminence of Biſhops above Prieſts, in having 
the Power of Ordination principally and entirely 


reſiding in them, was the Doctrine of the Church 


from the beginning. 

I think it may be proper next to ſhew what 
great Regard the Ho/y Fathers of the Church paid 
to this neceſſary Foundation, in all their Diſputes 
with Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, inſiſting unani- 
mouſly and moſt tenaciouſly on this Enquiry, viz. 
By what lawful Succeſſion, 7 ho what Apoſtolicł Seat 
their fert Teacher derived his Miſſion ? By this 
profeſſing it was as neceſſary to inſiſt upon the 

Point 
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Point of Succeſſion, as to examine the Truth of 
the Doftrines themſelves, according to that of 


St. Chryſoſtom, (a) Suppoſe you, that it is ſufficient to 


ſay they are Orthodox, and in the mean time, Or- 


dination i lof# and periſhed ? To what purpoſe is 

the ret, this not being made good? For we ought no 

leſs to Contend for it, than jor the Faith it ſelf. 
This Saying of St. Chryſoſtom, is, I think, a 


full Anſwer to all that can be ſaid in Favour of * 


ſuch as want a right Lineal Succeſſion. The Preſ- 
byterians may with us agree in the Creed, Sacra- 
ments, and ſome other Points of Religion ; they 
do agree with us in a great many negative Arti- 
cles againſt Popery, and ſo may make up a Part 
of our Confederacy; they may be a Member of our 
Grand Alliance, but they cannot however be a 
Part of our Church Conſtitution; we can have no 
Union with them in poſitive Religion, nor commu- 
nicate with them in any Offices that are not en- 
tirely of a Civil or Political Nature; for they are 
defettive in the Fundamentals, they have no Regu- 
lar Ordination, without which, all the reſt, in 
the Opinion of this Holy Father, is nothing, this 
being as neceſſary to the Church, as Orthodox 
Faith. 

To the ſame Purpoſe ſays St. /renaxs Diſciple 
of St. Polycarp, who was Diſciple of St. John, 
(b). J/here is it then that a Man ſhall find ſuch Pa- 
ftors ? St. Paul teaches us when he ſays, (e) God hath 
placed in his Church, firſt of all, Apoſtles, ſe- 
condarily Prophets, then Evangeliſts, &c. There 


then where the Gifts of our Lord are placed; in the 


—_ 


(b) Lib. 4. Cap. 45. 


fame 


(a) Hom. 11. in Epheſ. 
(c) Eph. iv. 11. 
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Same Place, muſt we ſeek for the Truth, amonyſt 
whom the Succeſſion of the Church fince the Apoſtles, 
and the Purity of Doctrine is maintained in its 
e 8 
Nothing can be more plain than this in all 
the Writings of the Fathers, that good or ſound 
Doctrines are not to be expected, but in the Uni- 
ty of the Church. And if the Truth of Doctrine 
could be found in a State of Shbiſa, yet the 
 Miniſtrations are invalid; that is, they cannot 
in an ordinary May produce what God has ap- 
pointed them for; the Perſon is but deceived, 
and impoſed upon by a counterfeit , pretended, 
uſtrp'd Anthozity, which can convey nothin 
but Damnation. This is alſo more confirme 
by St. Cyprian, in many Places, eſpecially in his 
. Book Of the Unity of the Church, and many of his 
Epiſtles. (d) Yhereas ſome allege, ſaith he, That they 
acknowledge the ſame God the Father, the ſame Sun 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſame Holy Ghoſt, this can 
nothing avail them (viz. being in Schiſm) for Corah, 
Dathan, and Abiram, acknowledged the ſame God 
that Aaron the High: Priest, and Moſes did, living 
under the ſame Law, and in the ſame Religion, they 
invoked. that ene and true God, who is to be worſhipped 
and prayed to: Tet, in as much as exceeding the Li- 
mits of their Miniſtry, they aſſumed to themſelves the 
Licence to Sacrifice, in Oppoſition to Aaron the High 
Priest, who by the Ordination of God had before ob- 
tained the Lawtul Prieſthood, they being ſupernatu- 
rally ſtricken, preſently received the juſt Puniſhment of 


their unlawful Attempts — And again, Ep. ad Corn. | 


Chri$ ſays to his Apoſtles, and by them to all Biſhops 


_—_—_— 


(d) Epiſt. ad Magn. 


who 


E | 


who ſucceed the Apoſtles by a ſubſtitute Ordination, 
He that heareth you, heareth me, So ſaith St. Atha- 


naſius (e) How can they be Biſhops, if they have re- 
ceived their Ordination from Hereticks, even by their 


own Accuſation? Laſtly, to omit infinite Paſſages 
in Tertul. St. Aug. Optatus, &c. I ſhall bring one 
Witneſs, whom they often, (tho very unjuſtly) 
claim, as a Favourer of their Cauſe, St. Jerome, 
(t) who 1] 2 Hilary the Deacon, Autlior 
of one of the Sets of the Luciferians, ſaith, 
Tagether with the Man his Seft is likewiſe periſbed, 
becauſe a Deacon could not ordain a Clerk to ſuc- 
ceed after him, Now it is not a Church which bath 
n0 ar 8 | 
Were ſuc ts as theſe Logical and 
efficacious 1n the third and — — of 


Chriſtianity, and are they of no Force now? 


When was it that they began to loſe their Vir- 
tue? Did all the ancient Martyrs, Biſbqps, and 
Doors of the Church, Champions of the Chri- 
ſian Religion, confound all the ancient Hereſies, 
by demouſtrating that the Authors of them had 
no perſonal, legitimate, nor doctrinal Succeſſion ; 
and ſhall we believe ſuch a Succęſſion now is not 
as neceſſary as then, or that there is any Valid 
Miniſtry, where Regular, Succeſſive, Eccleſiaſtical 
Order is laid alide? Is this a pure Reformation, 
or is it not rather Novelty, Hereſy, and Schiſm ? 
What Words can come more Home to our 
Caſe, than theſe of the holy Fathers? Well may 
we think they were guided by a very extraordi- 
nary Meaſure of. the —_ Spirit, who, by Pro- 
phetical Impulſe, ſo many Ages ago, not only 


8 — — * 
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(e) In Synod. (f) In Dialog. contra Lucifer. 
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confuted the Hereſies of their own Time, but 
left ſufficient Teſtimonies againſt all ſuch as 
| ſhould afterwards ariſe to the Diſturbance of the 
Church ; being dead, they yet ſpeak by their pious 
and orthodox Writings, againſt all falſe Dottrine, 
Hereſy, and Schiſm ; and they that participate of 
that divine Spirit which animates the Body of 
Chriſt, they hear their Voice, or rather the 
Voice of the chief Shepherd in them, the Voice 
behind them, (that is, in the Ages paſt) calling 
from deſtructive Error, Novelty, and Separati- 
on, and ſaying, This is the. Way, walk ye in it. 
And let it be here obſerved, that theſe ſevere 
Denunciations of the Fathers were for the moſt 
Part againſt ſuch as were Epiſcopally ordained, but 
had received their Orders from, and joyned ih 
Communion with Heretical and Schiſmatical Bi- 
ſhops. The Arians, Novatians, Donatiſts, Neſto- 
rians, Eutychians, &c. all had their Biſhops and 
diſtin Orders of Clergy. Aerius alone, (whom 
I mentioned before) was the only Perſon in all 
the large Tract of Time, and Extenſion of Chri- 
ſtianity, from the Apoſtles to the fifteenth Centu- 
ry, that ever pretended that Presbyters could con- 
fer Orders, or that Biſhop and Pries? were the ſame 
Order and Office. He had few Followers in this, 
as in other Heretical Opinions; it was not then ſo 
eaſy, to perſwade Men to run counter to the Cu- 
ſtom and Order ef all the Churches of Chriſt. Yet 
God be thanked, there are ſuch Arguments on our 
Side, as amount to a Demonſtration, that our 
Zeal for the Apoſtolical Order of Epiſcopacy is not 
a criminal Contention about*a Thing indifferent 
(as the Latitudinarians, and Favourers of Occafic- 
nal Conformity pretend) a Diſpute about Words 
engendring Strife, but being zealuufly aſfected in : 
goo 
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good Cauſe, ſuch as concerns the very Life and 
Soul of Religion. For if our Presbyterian Tea- 
chers will but ſhew any from the Apoſtles down 
to the Days of Luther and Calvin, who held their 
Doctrine even in that one Particular, I dare oblige 
my ſelf to prove he was marked as a Heretick, 


and his St was called by his Name, to diſtinguiſh 


it from the Honſbold of Faith, over whom Chriſt 
has appointed Stewards to give them their Meat in 


due Seaſon, We own, many among the Presbyte- | 


rian Teachers may be of competent Abilities, and 


alſo of =_ moral Lives; but this is not what 


can conſtitute them Miniſters, or give them Au- 
thority in the Church of Chriſt; for in neither of 
theſe do they exceed the ſound Learning and pions 
Lives of the Orthodox Epiſcopal Clergy; it is not 
Perſonal Qualification, but Sacerdotal Power; not 
the Preaching or Praying well, bur the having 
Authority to do ſo, from ſuch as received it ſuc- 
ceſſrv:ly handed down from the Apoſtles, That 
we contend for; and this is ſo material, that with- 
out it, Succeſſion in Doctrine ſignifies nothing. 
Miſerable we are (ſaith a learned Divine of the 
Church of England) if he that now fits Archbi- 
ſhop of Canterbury, could not derive his Succeſſion 
from St. Auguſtin, &. Auguſtin from F. Gregory, 
H. Gregory from St. Peter. Such Ordination have 
our Biſhops as the Biſhops in England, the ſame 
very Succeſſion, as they agree in the ſame very Do- 


frine, and all the Separation is equally ſinful in 


both Nations, only with this Aggravation, that 
here, they have proceeded to extirpate the anci- 
ent Church Government of Epiſcopacy, there, they 
are labouring to undermine it; in both they have 
{worn to deſtroy it. Nor is the Crime of hin 
leſs, or Preibyterian Religion more Orthodox, or 

| the 
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the Condition of ſuch as adhere to it leſs dange- 
rows, that they are the Eſtabliſhed Church Sovern- 
ment in Scotland. Were the Arians the Church, 
becauſe they were favoured by Imperial Edicts, 
and had Power to perſecute the Faithful by 
Form of Law, and Civil Proceſs? Is a Church 
more a Church, when eſtabliſhed by Law, than 
when ſubſiſting without, or againf# Law? Then 


the Church of Scotland is more a Church than the 


whole Catholick Church in the three firſt Centu- 

ries; then Chriſtianity is Hereſy in all Dom:nions 

that are not Chriſtian, and true Religion muſt 

appear in as many different Shapes, as the diffe- 

rent Fancies and Humours of ſeveral Nations 

will have it: What is in one Place Sund and Or- 

thodox, will be eſteemed Hereſy and Falſe Doctrine 

in another; and a Chriſtian muſt as often ſhitt 

his Religion, as he changes his Habitation. But 

it Chriſtian Religion is the ſame, and to remain 

unchanged in all the Variety of human Events, 

and the Church of Chriſt is Catholick, or Univer- 
ſal in Time and Place, then it will appear our 

Duty to adhere to that Vm of Church Govern- 

ment, That Apoſtolical Order which has ever 

been obſerved in the Church of Chriſt. Chriſti- 
an Religion ſtands under the ſame Terms of Du- 
ty to God and Man as heretofore it did, we 
have as ſirict Obligation to Church Unity, and 
Obedience to thoſe that are over. us in the Lord, as 
had our firſt Fore-runners in the Faith; we are as 
torcibly bound to join in the ſame publick Worſhip 
as they were, and all Separation will be as penal, 
and as certain a Prejudice to the Judgment of the 
Great Day, as it was eſteemed in the primitive 
Church ; and Tis declared to be by the holy Fa- 
thers : For what St. Aguſtin ſaid to tlie Donatiſts, 
tis 


* 
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tis fit every Chriſtian ſhould ſeriouſly conſider. 


(a) Whoever ſhall be divided from the Church Ca- 


tholick, how laudably ſoever he may think he doth 
live, for this very Wickedneſs, that he lives disjoined 
from the Unity of Chrift, he ſhall not have Life, but 
the Wrath of God remains upon him, But whoſoever 
within the Church /#ves wel, other Mens Sins in it 
do no way prejudice him. I ſhall conclude all with 
the Rule of Vincentius Lyrinenfis, which I have 
before mentioned, according to which let rhoſe 
things be tried, viz. Whether Liturgy and Epiſco- 
pacy were not always every where, and by all held 
and approved; and that all Separation has ever 
been condemned in the Church of God. (b) © As 
* holy and learned Men have taught me (ſaith 
he) ſo Iexhort others, that they interpret the 
Divine and Canonical Scripture, according to 
* the Tradition of the Univerſal Church, according 
* to the Rules of Catholick Doctrine, in which 
e likewiſe they muſt of Neceſſity follow Uxr- 
* VERSALITY, ANTIQUITY, and Coxsent' of the 
** Catholick and Apoſtolic Church. And therefore, 
* if at any time a Part rebel againſt the Mole, 
* Novelty againſt Antiquity, the Diſſention of one 
* ora few (ſeduced with Error) againſt the Con- 
* ſent of all, or the far greater Part of Catholicks; 
© in that Caſe, let them prefer the Integrity of 
« Univerſality before the Corruption of a Part; 
and in. Univerſality, let them alſo prefer the 
Religion of Antiquity before profane Novelty: 
* And again, in Antiquity, let them prefer be- 
* fore the Temerity of one or a few, the De- 
* crees of a General Council, if any be; or if no 
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(a) Epiſt. 112. (b) Adv. Hæreſ. Cap. 15. 
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c ſuch be found, let them take that which is 


next Hand; that is, to follow the Opinion of 


« many and great learned Doctors agreeing toge- 
ther: All which faithfully, ſoberly, diligent- 
iy obſerved. and kept, by God's Grace, we 
* ſhall without any Difficulty diſcover Error. 
God give us Underſtanding to perceive, and 
follow ſuch things as may ſerve our Eternal 
eace. | 
And now I have finiſhed what I undertook, 
more from a Delire of being ſerviceable to my 
Neighbour, and the Intereſt of divine Truth, 
than any Opinion of my own Abilities. My 
Intention was ſincere, and I hope the Perfor- 
mance, however weak, may be uſeful. 
I, I have in the Letter proved the Engliſh Li- 


turgy to be free from Popery; not only from the 
Subject Matter thereof, but the Teſtimony of the 


moſt eminent Divines at Home and Abroad, 
both at, and fince the Reformation; and that a 
Liturgy, ot Set Form of Prayer, is warranted and 
authorized. by the Holy Scriptures, the Practice 
of the Church of God among the Jews, and 
the univerſal Conſent of the Chriſtian Church 
aluays and every where. 

2. That the Bybop is: the Center of Unity in the 
Church over which he preſides, and that conſe- 
quently all Separation from him is Schiſm. have 


 ſhewn how ſeverely this Sin was puniſhed under 


the Law, how ſtrictly prohibited by our B. Savi- 
our and his Apoſtles; and how watchful the 
Biſhops of the Primitive Church were againſt its 
Aſſaults, by the Denunciation of the higheſt 


 Cenſures againſt the Authors and Encouragers 


of Separation. 


3. That 


Valid 
unha 
let u 
rah, 


mo „% 5 5 FA EP 


Y WE aS 


ET RANA Re By Aa 


ö 


8 
I 


GO PA 0 


[ 117 ] 

3. That the Biſhop being in his Province, 
as Chris? is in his Church, the Center of Union, 
and Fountain of Power, whoever ſhal) pretend to- 
execute any-miniſterial Function, without being 
thereunto ordained and appointed by him, do 
ſacrilegiouſiy uſurp a Power, and invade an Ot- 
fice which — not to them; ſuch are not 
Shepherds, but 7h 


teves 3 come not in at the Door, 


but climb over the Wall, run unſent, and preach 


without a Call, and are highly injurious to the 
Majeſty of GOD, as they preſume to tranſact 
Affairs of the higheſt Conſequence in his Name 
without his Commiſſion ; and that he has no 
where promiſed to ratify ſuch Miniſtrationt, or 
fulfil ſuch Covenazts, as thus not only without 


his Leave, but even againf# his Order and 


Appointment are enter'd into. To ſhew the 


Judgment of the Catholick Church in this Point, 


I have given Inſtances, that where any have pre- 
ſum'd'to derive an Ordination from Presbyters, 
ſuch pretended Prieſthood has been Synodically 
declared Null and Invalid. 

From all which it will appear, that it is not 


a Matter of Jndifferency where we pray, where 


we hear GO D's Word or receive the Sacra- 
ments; that it 1s of the greateſt Concern that 


we be not miſtaken in this Matter, for ſuch 


Diſappointments are fatal where Salvation is 
concern'd. If the awful Solemnity of publick 
Devotion requires the moſt perfect Service we 


can perform, Let us chooſe to worſhip GO D by 


a welk-compoſed Liturgy. If no Miniſtrations are 
Valid which are performed in Schiſm, if ſuch 
unhallow'd Offerers fin againſt their own Soul, 
let us carefully abſtain from the Ways of Ko- 
rah, that we periſh not in his Gainſaying. If no 

. Perſon 
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Perſon hath Authority from G O D to receive 
into his Church by Baptiſm, or to conſecrate the 
Holy Sacrament of the Enchariſt, if he cannot 
remit or retain Sins, or tranſact any thing in 
GOD's ſtead, in order to our Peace and Par- 
don, Let us be careful to avoid thoſe Aſſemblies, 
where ſuch Miniſtrations are pretended, and 


to bear our Teſtimony againſt ſuch Profanatiun 


of Holy Things ; and while we ſeriouſly lament 


and bewail the ſad Condition of ſach as are 


deprived of a Regular Prieſthood and Valid Ad- 
miniſtrations, let us pray that GO D will root out 
every Plant which he hath not planted, that he 
will ſend faithful Labourers into his Vineyard ; Let 
us honour the Duſt of Zion, the few Stones of 
our Ruins that are left us, and with them ( the 


Orthodox Remains of our once Glorious Epiſcopal 


Church) let us worſhip the GOD of our Fathers, 
in the Way and Manner of the Church, always and 
every where bearing Witneſs to thoſe Truth for which 
we ſuffer, that he may look in Mercy upon us, 
and turn again our Captivity as the Streams in the 
South (c) ; And conſidering the Frailty of our hu- 
man Nature, and the many and great Dangers 
and Temptations with which we are beſet, let us 
thus continue to pray in the Words of the Church ; 


From all Sedition, Privy-Conſpiracy and Rebel- 
lion, from all Falſe Doctrine, Hereſy and 
Schiſm, from Hardneſs of Heart, and Con- 
tempt of thy Word and Commandments, 

Good LORD deliver us. Amen. 


— a I _ 4 
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(c) Pal. cxxvi. 3. 
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APRATE R fitted for a Day of Humiliation 


for the Church's Diſtreſs. By the Pious and Lear- 
ned Dr. HammonD. Parzneſis. pag. 35. 
for the Iniquity of thy People Iſrael, give u 

O thy Ark _ 4 4 — 3 = : 
ſinful Creatures that are now under a. great Degree 
both of Guilt and Puniſhment, do here caſt our 
ſelves down before thee, acknowledging that we 
are not 3 any longer to receive x Honour of 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, that have ſo long defamed it by 
enormous Lives ; and that we who have loved Dark- 
neſs more than Light, deſerve to have our Candle- 
ſtick removed, and to be given up to that Inunda- 
tion of Error, Atheiſm, Irreligion, and Profinenels, 
which now invades the diſtreſſed Church. Yet, O 
Lord, deal not with us after our Sins, but turn thee 
again, thou God of Hoſts, look down from Heaven, 
behold and viſit this Vine; do not abhor us for thy 
Name's ſake ; give not thine Heritage to Reproach. 
Behold, ſee, we beſeech thee, we are all thy People; 
though a rebellious and ſtiff. necked Generation, 
yet thy Name is called upon by us. Leave us not, 
neither forſake us, O Gad of our Salvation ; but 
though thou feed us with the Bread of Adverſity, 
and Water of Affliction, yet let not our Teachers be 
removed into a Corner, but let our Eyes {till ſee our 
Teachers. Let not Son complain, that ſhe hath none 
to lead her by the Hand among all the Sons ſhe hath 
gc up, but provide her ſuch Supports in this 
her ws 197 Frames that ſhe may ſtil] have a 
Seed and a Remnant left, Suffer us not, O Lord, 
to be ſhaken or moved by theſe Afflictions, ſo as to 
murmur at thy Rod, or fall from thee ; but grant, 
that we may all run with Patience the Race that 
is ſet before us, and cheerfully partake of the Affli- 
tions of the Goſpel, that ſuffering for the Truth of 
Chriſt here, we may reign with him for ever here 
5 after, 


Juſt and Righteous Judge, who didſt once 


— — — 
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after, through Jeſs Chriſt his ſake, dur only Lord 
an d Saviour. Amen. , , 7 5 . Pp 4 * 
O thou King of Nations, who doſt according 
thy Will in all the Kingdoms of the Earth, look fa - 


to 


vourably upon thy Vineyard, which is troden down, 


and laid waſte. Thou haſt broken our two Staves, 
Beauty and Bands, all Order and Unity, the neceſ- 
* ſary Supports of a Church, at once periſhing from 


amongſt us. The ſolemn Feaſts are forgotten in 


Sion, hex Elders fit upon the Ground and keep Si- 
lence, whilſt they whom thou haſt not ſent, run 


whilſt thoſe to whom thou haſt not ſpoken, prophe- 
ſy. We, O Lord, who might once 3 gone with 
the Multitude to the Houſe of God, are now inter- 


dicted the more private Exerciſes, and Celebration 
of thy Sexvice. This, this, O Lord, is the inſup- 


rtable Part of our Afflictions, the Sting of all our 


| Miſer . If we had been only fold for Bond-men 


and Bond-women, we could have held our Peace ; 
but thine abhorring thine Altar, and caſting off thy 


Sanctuary, this is for a Lamentation, and muſt be 


for a Lamentation. Thy Servants think upon the 
Stones of Sion, and it pitieth them to ſee her in the 


Duſt. O let not all thoſe Tears and Prayers that are 


ured out for her, return empty : And becauſe thou 


haſt thy (elf recommended to us the Efficacy of Im- 


portunity, be thou pleaſed to give us that Grace to 
excite and {tir up all that make mention of the Lord, 
that they may give thee, no Reſt, till thou eſtabliſh 
our Jeruſalem again a Praiſe in the Earth. To that 
End, O Lord, give us Paſtors after thine own Heart, 
ſuch Prieſts whoſe Lips may preſerve Knowledge, 
and make us diligently to ſeek the Law at their 
Mouths ; and grant that we being by this Deprivati- 
on taught the Value of ſuch precious Advantages, and 
the Sin of our former contemning them, may unani- 
mouſly contend for the regaining them, by a cordial 
forſaking thoſe Sins which have turned away thoſe 
good things from us. Grant this, gracious Lord, 
for his ſake whom thou halt ſet forth to be our Pro- 


Pitiation, Jeſus Chriſi 38 Amen. 
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